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happy facultv of adapting berself to circumstances. Shle
capable of keeping houge in a one roomed prairie " shact
and of adding a lustre to the magnificence of the multi-m
lionaire. She hias a pleasant voice, low-pitched and music
(Albani is a Canadian by birth), she can cook, she bias beo
heard of at Girton and Brn n Mawr. She beats the best m(
at our universities and they rejoice to be vanquished. SI
bias not been brougbt up to the notion of divorce as a posý
bility of marriage. As a sweetheart she is ideal, arîd wh(
she marries she makes the best of wives and mothers. 01
Canadian girl bas taken it into bier head to write, and Jo
work takes rank wibli the best of its kind anywhere. I
Sara Jeannette Duncan, Canadian wamen have a represei
tative of ail that is brightest and soundest in their chiracte

[t may be thougbit that there is no other side to the pi
ture and that the presentwriter is an incurable chauvinis
incapable of seeing a fault in bis country or his countrymet
Unforturiately there is another side. There is a real infer
ority in our national life so great that it is diticult ta spea
of it witbout shanie and confusion of face. The two dci
causes for national humiliation are, the prevailing Phitistir
ism and our politics. \Vc have authors, but no Canadia
publisher will take the risk of publishing their work. W
have artists whose pictures pass tbe severe tribunal of th
Salon, but tbey are not bougbit in Canada. Artists an
writers must seek markets oubside of their own countrv
When 1 speak of Canadian politics I do So not as a partiza'but as an independent citizen who believes it to be bis duti
to keep himself free froin the entanglements of faction anc
to throw bis weighit on the side of justice and riglit. Wher
one hear- political leaders of both sîdes speak of office as "la
priLe "whichi one side holds and the other snatches at, bow
can thoughtful man feel pride or hope ? Wben one notices
tbat in English politics one party is overthrown because it
bas made errors in judgnient and that here the great diffi-
culty is to find men honest enough to administer our a1fairs
with the saine care as a trustee is bound to administer the
affairs of a private estate, it mnakes one ashamed of being a
Canadian. Again, the tone of journatism is notoriously low.
There are, perhaps, not more than three newspapers in Can-
ada which even pretend to be just to the other side, that
will report speeches or meetings of their opponents except in
a manner grossly unfair. Our single literary journal lias tomake a most desperate struggle for existence, and one daily
whicb showed great ability during its year or two of inde-
pendence bias been reab3orbed by the party ta which it for
rnerly bclonged. These are onlv a few of the dishiearteni«ng
things, tbe ugly facts, which wc must look in the face and
decide what to do withi them if our~ country is ever to be
really great. But I would not end these rambling remnarks
with words of discouragernent. 1 would rather leave with,
you the great message of Goethe,

"Wir heissen euch hoffen."
"We bid you hope."'

AIIBALD MA-ýCMECH AX.

Letters to the Editoî'.

IiOYDELL'8 ILLUSTRATIONS OF SHIAKESPEAIE.
Siiî,-Since writing the article which appeared in yourcolumns last week on these beautiful illustrations, 1 bavebad the opportunity of studying a copy of the American re.print of 1849, referred to-the copy in tbe Public Library

at Buffalo, New York State, and 1 tbink it is of sufficient
interest to speak of it in connectian with the capy of the
original English edition naw in Toronto.

There is literally no comparison between the old and tbenew in value. Many of tbe princs in the latter are So dis.
tinctly different in the details of drawing, the expression
given to the faces,' the effects of ligbit and shade, that had I
nat known it as fact, I sbould have hesitated ta assert the
prints were made from the saine plates that huad produced
tbe old. The deptb ancd softness which gives sucb richness
to tbe original prints is entirely absent in tue American re-
print. The paper also is eoor, and tbe binding Of tbe two
volumes, into wbîch they are divided, is of a much cheaper
and legs durable material. The plates are not arrange(] in
the saine consecutive order, and altogether the two editions

is are So unlike that while the original may well be worth
r"thousand dollars, 1 should consider the Amnerican reprint

il- dear at one hundred. M clui A-'.NEs FinzIBBO.
ýaI Toronto, 5th Sept., 1896.

lePLN's' B XLLAD cF EAsFr AND VS.
ii Sî,-I was plcased to filid in your issue of :28til A'g-m ust some bright reinarks anent a fexv of tluepesofR-

le yard Kipling, by Mr. J. Mon tgomery, B.A. But the re-
Irer s sto' bave macle a very curious and incOnlP'e*

nhensible mistake. Speaking of the IlBallad of East andr-West," Mr. Mongomery gays, "it is about the son of an Ar&b
r. chieftain and bis pursuit of tbe border thief, Kml"NWChow on earth could the former be an Arab chieftain or the 8011
t, of one ?

. 'l'lic line goes; thus-
'J'IlThu up and spoke the 0

,olotiel's son, who led a troop of the Gýuides,.
k Docs ruot M.Montgomnery know titat the Guides i8On

'~of the most fanous native corps in aur Indian Armiy lIts
few sioe ficr r British, of course (with perhtP5 'erin c hA011rariq exceptions). The Coioîu,' s son spoken Of j»is
have been an Englishman. What would hlave been the 1130i alling the poein IlThe Ballad of E ist and West)" if 6o1kthe heroes were Easternî 2 It is a most extraordinarY ni'ta ke for Mr. Montgomery to have madle; lue seeni tO "eV
missed the anc and simple point iii this ritiging b-illad.

AN Aic izuu OFI~' îL«
Toronto, ftl Sept., 18936.

* ~~o11Vd1's8ati()1nai Etigli ish.

Sconversation becomnig- xith us a lost art, and the cor.
rect use of its medium a thing of the past ? This1

question calling for the serions consideration of educ&t rs
the young. Spelling and comiposition receive attention P8 '
haps out of proportion to their relative importance; le ofithe methods of tcacbing the former-as, for example'~
singing of the letters-being very pecuhi, and della 1an undue shiare of the pupil's time. But nieither inl 'JIUnor at home are correct habits of speech inculcated. IIII
country in the world do the educated classes pay s0 1.'t lea
tention ta carrectness of accent, clearness of enuindiationi
the observance of grammatical rules, as in aur oWH. E
in New Etgland, whîere, during the first haîf of the cefltu*y
taking the 'vhole population to gether, perhap, the besb Fng-
lisli in the 'vorld was spoken, tbere lias been a* sad degelemi
dion. ueO

The pulpit makes somle pretence ta thecortThEn l)s ut even bere collaquialisms are nat r8eoti'writer recently heard a clergyman of saine claims to0týand refinement, in the course of a sermon on the id8lo
of the HIoly Spirit, exclaitn with much fervour '" oh, 'eo'
brethren, whiat a blessed world this 'vould be if onl1Y'al] plumb full of God !"Another preachuer whofil he
quently bears is addicted ta, deploring, iýn bis exrt *thta spiritual-mindedness, a tao great desire ta " keep UP
the procession." The bar bias long ago given up e atte lata furnish a model ira tlîe use of English. Nta e l'io
yers; purposely make use of Slang and faulty gr.c the
court, thinking thîns mare surely ta hold the attenof

jr.As bias aften been observed, Europeans pay mlore ato
tian ta their speech thau we do, because in ail leadin. ej.
pean countries correct and refined utterance is an Idssable recluisite for attaining goad social position. lrs le'~Scotch barristers, seeking ta maet'rmr t the 1*4clit
bar, take incredible pains ta get rid af their native achat ber
Lard Camnpbell succeeded so far ini this ende h rotl0ug

saic bi SctcharMin 'vas finally discaverable 0nl
two or three words which were al ways nore than ho id
master; anc of them 'vas Na/icicn-, which he alWSy' 5 l
solspecitor. In France, Germany, and Italy, as weEngland, amang the educat<1 classes the child's SPee t 1ewatched as carefully as are luis rnanners and morAle'.Obfupper classes of Society is assigned the care of th81r 1058 O

tange, nulnegect in this muatter is puinisbdb
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