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THE -MEDICINE MAN."

HIq CASE DI'AGNOSlLO liEiORr OTTAWA MEDICINE
M EN.

"inmona 'the papers read lit the 'sem i-aninual
meeting of the B3athurst *and Ridcau. Medical'
Association in the City Hall yesterday after-
non', wvas one by R. Bell, M. D., Senior Assist-
ant- Director cf the Geological Survcy, which
was int-ercsting flot only to miedical *men, but
also to cthnologists. 'It wvas entitled Il Indian
and Eskimo Notions of Medicine," *and formed
a sequel to the paper whicli thec doctor read to
tWcL Association last year on "Diseascs among
the Indians," and vhich xvas received with
much interest by the profession. Dr. Bell said
it wvas difficuit for a white inan to lcarn precisely
wbat the aboriginal ideas were in reference to
medicine. This arase partly'froni the Indians'
incommuitnicative disposition, partly froni fear cf
subjecting hiniscîf to ridicule and partly fronu a
reluctance to give away. wvhat many of theni
consider

VALUABLE SECRETS.

knrown only to a privilegcd class amiong thein-
selves. However, by long association withi
thoîn, the author liad learned by degrees most of
what is current aniong thecm on these matters.
It was customnary to speak o 'f the Il Indians" as
if.they were ail one people, alike in evcry re-
spect; whereas great différences cxisted be-
twecn the tribes. Dr. Bcll'.s experience hiad
been principally aînong the various branches of
the wide-spreading Crce or Outchipwai nation,
and his remnarks applied to the id as of mcedi-
emhe which prevailed amiong thcmn. I-Ic liad also
soine knowledgc of the Eskimos, and of their
notionis on this subject. Aniong the Indians r-
ferred to, the idea which ve express by the
word Il medicine - did not incan strictly drugs
or material remedies, bu t ratier a general poiver
of influence of wluich that co f drugr. vas only one
variety. Hence, a medicine inan xvas flot simiply

Sractitiofler in îniiciihp, buît also a priest,
prophet, conjuror, sorcerer, and gencral dealer
in the supernatural. He pretended to tell for-
tunes, te dispense good and bad luck, to influ-
ence gaine and fish, so as te produce plcnty or
scarcity, te bring siekness or even death te men
and the lower animais. There were doctors,
including wonien, who did not aspire co the
mort wonderfui attairiments of the great medi-
cine tue». The latter forrned a kind cf secret
society for their muiitual advantage and te prey
uiparn the fears and superstitions which they
t1-cmselves hiad encouraged. They used their
knowledgc, cf drugs to administer poisons cf
différent degrees of virulence. Thcy wcre em-
ployed by other Indians

rOR OBTAINING REVENGE

upon those who hiad injured or offended them,
and they would.execute secret commissions fer
.e-acli other, sonietimes at great distances. When
a pagan Indiàn fell sick or met with a misfortune
lie attributed it ta the evil influence of some
iedne man in the emiploy cf an enemy. Such
ji.flûence may hc counteracted by another mcdi-
cine.inan, if well paid, provided his Il nedicine "
be stronger thanl that of the opposing conjurer.
13~y certain processe.s, which the doctor describ-
ed.. th.ese sorcerers pretcnd ta hc able te cause

persons a long xvay off te sicker. and die. In this
way deatlî and the apparent uncertainties of
huinan life have arisen. People died onlv bc-
cause the mnedicine ruen ;ilied it, or- becalise
one could not or would net rcnmovc the speli
wi'ch iswîorkingl bis destruiction. A description
Nvas given of the conjuring bouse or tent of the
Outchipwai miedicine mran, and of somne of lus
performances wvbile inside of it. Aftcr the spirit
hiad arriveci and commiienced to commnunicate
wvith himi lie wvas îvîllin,-, for a fee, to answer
questions on ail subjects, iii doing which lie dis-
played great sircwclncss and ingenuity. In re-
gard to the practice of

MEDICIN'E PI(OPER,

it wvas stated that the Indians coîîsidered that
disease wvas due to sorte evil influence or spirit,

ili the doctor could drive off or suck out or
rendcr îarîuulcss by appropriate nîcans. Thc
idea that disease can be drowned out of the pa-
tient vas a favorite theory. The curriculum
of inedical studios ainong the primitive réd mon
wvas graphically dcscribed. A chîld, soon after
lie is born, niay be set aside as a candidate for
the profession, the eall to do se beîng cominuni-
catcd to bis grandfather by a drcani. Whlen lie
lias grown te be a young man, if ho can stand
tlîe first ordeal of starvation andl thirst lie iay
be apprenticed to an old practitioner to iîuitiate.
hini, lie talcing oîuly one pupil at a time. Even
after tluis stage a studciît mnay lue rejected, ai-d,
be obligcd to faîl back to the avocation cf coin-
nuon Itîdian. Tlîeir

NIATLRIA MEiDICA

ivas diî'ided ituto branches-gýood niiedicines and
bad---aîîd each of these into a numiber of classes.
The student xvas first nuade fanuiliar with the
good or beneficial niedicines, ai-d then the bad,
thîe vorst of ail being taken up last. l'le great
irmajority of these reniedies were of vegetable
enigin, but quite a number were derived fromn
animiais or frin the minerai kingdoni- One of
their nîost curious preparatiotîs wvas the Il black
poison," the effects of wluich were described.
'l'le properties and effects of about twenty varie-
tics of native medicitues derivcd fromn plants
with whichi the author xvas fanliar, as in coin-
nuon use anîong the Indians, were bricfly referrcd
te. But, for the removal cf disease, the Indian
niedicine affects to rely more on sorcery, beating
the tomn-tom, singing, etc., tlîaî on the cfficacy
cf drugs. Midwiféry was completely ignored by
these great lights of the profession, as bcneath
tlîeir digrtity. In surgery they confined themn-
selves te setting boncs, dressing wouîîds, cup-
ping, bleeding, etc., and neyer atteniptcd any
grave operations althoughi their gencral knowl-
edge of aniatonuy ivas not te be despised. The
sweat-batlî was in genemal use aniong these In-
dians and its mode of enipîcyuient wvas describcd.
Delirium, rcsulting from fevers, etc., wvas a tlîing
they entircly mis'undcrstood, and looked upon it
as a symptein of the approach of

IRRISTIi3LE cANNIBALISM,

or IltLîrning wvindigo," and it becamie tlîeir duty
ta kneck such patients on the head. In this
way îuîany lives had been sacrificed. Among
the Eskimos, the notions cf nuedicine were even
more prinmitive and crude tha» a iong the Out-
clîipwais, and the pretensions of their sorcerers

PAGE S.

were stili grêater. They <ileait entirely ini the
supernatural, making no use of drugs. They
could cure al] discases by charins, if only they
wislied to do so, could miale themisclves larger
or sinallcr Lit wiIl, coul(l ualk on the water or
fly in the air, but if a cominion person \wcre pres-
ent or- lookeci on, these effccts coiîld fliot bc pro-
duceci. Some of their wonicn pretended to ore
discase by repeating charms, several of then-
joining in the choruis. ihey lîad some mninor
surgical appliances end alleviated the pain of
sprains, rheumiatisrn anC scurvy by riubbing or
mianipulating the parts.

After a discussion, in which Drs. H-all, \Vright
and S-aIl took part, a cordial vote of thanks
xvas tendercd Dr. Bell1 for lus entertaining- paper.

THE INDIA'N HOMES,

SAULT sTr. 'MARIE.

The first Shingwvatk Homne wvas bujit inl 1873,
It was nained after Augustin Shîngwauk,the In-
diaîî Chief at Garden River. That institution
wvas only six days in existence; it wvas opened
for Lise on Monday, the 22nd of Septemiber, 1873
and the following Sunday it was burnied to the
ground and evervtlîing destroyed. But God
brought good out of evii. Great synipathy wvas
stirred up on ail sides. In a year's time, $io,-
Cao liad been contributed towards the rebuild-
ing, and JUly 3 oth.1 1874, the foundation stone of
the present Shiing-waiik Hoine ivas laid by the
E'arl of Dufferin. It is a liandsonie storie build-
ing, w'ithi accomminodation. for 6o Indian boys and
stands on the banks of the St. Mary river, about
a mnile and a haîf belowv the village of Sault Ste.
Marie. The boys, besi des receiving a good edu.-
cation, are tauglit various trades, suchi as car-
pentermng, bootmiaking, blacksm ithing, xvaggon-
mnaking, etc., ai-d soinec of theni are prcpared as
school tcachers. The school department is con-
ducted on Goverrnment principlcs, and the Gov-
ernnuient Sohiool Inspector pays .a visit twice a
3'ear. There is a preparatory class specially for
preparing young men ta pass tic sehool teachers'
exainination.

The Wawanosh Homre is also a scionc build-
ing. It wvas cected inl 1879, and lias accommo-
dation for 26 girls. The girls receive a good ed-
ucation and are also taught sewving, knitting and
lauindry wvork. It is called thc Wawanosh Homne
after the old Chief WTawanosh, w'ho uised to live
at Sarnia.

These, Indian H-omes are supported partly by
an annual- grant froin the Governmient, but chief-
ly through the contributions of Suinday School
childrcn throughout the country.

It is intended befere long to charge the In-
dians a premiuru when placing their children in
these institutions te ho educated, but for the
present the admission is frc.

Steps are being taken t9 maise funds for the
enlargernent of the Shingwauk Homnel, o as te
mnake accommodation for ioo pupils. It is also
proposed to establîshi four branch homes, one in
Assiniboia, one in Manitoba, one in the rieigli-
borhood of St. Clair River, and one niear Lake
Simncoe. A gentleman in Manitoba lias promis-
ed $îooo towards tbe one te be establishied iii
that Province.


