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CATHEDRAL ARCIHTECTURE IN ENGLAND.
(Digest of & Lecture by Kev. Prof. Cody, M. A)

A cathedral is ao synonymous with a church of the first
architectoral imporiunce. [t is the scut of & Bishop's cathedra
o chaie, and, in ¢ q ¢, the ecclesiastical centre of a
divcene.  But naturally, architectural splendor was made 1o
express ecclesiastical rank 1 hence the size and beauty of
cathedrals.  The metiod in which Christianity was infroduced
into England in Anglo-Saxon timey has had an influence upon
cathedral architecture.  There emerges here a contrast with
France. In Frunoce Cheistianity was first preached in the towns
which were centres of secular snbority in the subhdivisions of the
Roman g e. The cathedral wis ercoted in the civie centre,
in & town already important, In England dioceses were laid out
on (ribal Bes, and within the territory of the 1ribe thece might be
"o great icipal The Bishop's chair had sometimes 1o
be placed in & missionary station completely in the wilds, and
some cathedrals stand till where they stood at first in tiny
country townk. The most characteristic English cathedrals do not
risc from among the closcly-pressing houses of the laity, but stand
apart, surrounded by lawns and foliage. This tact is a reminder
that in  movt  cases originally the cathedral was first in
Wnportance ; the city, second.

As & eathedral chapter was collegiate,i.e isting of secul
privsts, bound by the ordinary vows of pricsts, and haviog their
individual houses, or monastic, ie, consivting of monks living
according to *rule,” 50 would there be archirecturn! Jilferences
in the builaiegs surrounding the cathedral, Within the precinets
there was not <imply the magoificent chucch, buta chapier house,
dormitory, cloister, refectury, library, school, infirmary, bishop's
palace,canons’ dwellings, e1¢. Every Kind of mediaeval architec.
ture may be found here, from the omately ecclesfastical 1o the
humblest Jomestic and stilitarian, In no other country is there
~o diversified & seviex of cathedrals.  There is notling on the
continent fike Salisbury with ity luvely lawny and bishop's palace,
like Canterbury with its ruined monastic buildingy, like Wells
with its re of the coliegi life of ihe wmiddle ages.

The Englich cathedrals were peactically paid for by the hishop
or monks of the chapler. The direction, enterprise and glory
way their's, A secular goild of architects and builders would
probably have been better than a monastic, and pechaps e
Emitations of English Gothic are due 1o it being the art of
churchmen, y

The development of style is easily traced in England. There
is practically ao pre-Novman left above geound in any cathedeal,
At the time of the Norman conguest every Cluistian land prae-
viced some form of Romanesque,  This was based npon Roman
building, and had bronght into intogral anion the round arch and
the column,  The arch sprang from the capital itself, the entab.
Iature carried on columng being thrown aside. This union of
arch and column marked the birth of & new art in the widest
sense of the word.  The Saxen Romanesque was rodely wrought
Norman Romauesque, or Norman as it is more briefly called,
being more highly orgimized and skilfully wrought, casily dis.
placed it.  Roumb-headed dovrways and windows mid heavy
pillars wre the chief distimgnishing features, The ground plan of
u great Norman church was emg':iﬁm There were the long
oave with lower aisles to the right and lefl, the fransepts fowming
the arms of the cross and a choir forming 1he upper extremity
toward the east.  An interior section of such 5 chuech {Peter.
borough, for instance,shows s the fiest stage the pier arches up-
ported hy massive pillu‘rn &.anltinx the miive from the aisles, as
the second stage the triforiam or blind story arcade opening into

# low story above the aisles, and as & third stage the clerestory
or row of windows opening clear upon the outside above the roof
of the aisle. Only the aisles of the carly Norman cathedeals
were vaulted with stone. A flat, painted, wooden ceiling covered
the cenire, and held its grouod in England even when Normandy
adopied stone,  This love for wooden ceilings scoms to Iuve
been a characteristic of Eaglish bullders, T he great length and
comparative narrowness of Norman churchex were upecinny
conspicuous in England. This immense exiension of a building
ol inconsiderable height would have produced & monotonous
aspect had it not been for 1he semi-cirvular or apsoidal east end,
the square tower at the orassing wad two smaller towers Ranking
the west facude. In Norwich alone are the apse and centre
fower preserved.  Theee was little decoration in the Norman—
only simple zig.zags, rolly or fllet mouldings. The general
character of Norman architectore in strength, even 10 massive-
nesw, plainness to boldness.  This Titanic work, immense,
awlul, austere, fitting expression of the aims and ideals of the
Norman racc at the zevith of its power,

At the beginning of the thirteenth century, the sapersession of
the rounded by the ‘pointed arch mirks the beginning of the
Gothic style and new structural principles, The English treated
this pointed arch in 2 fashion of their vwn., The lancet-pointed or
Early English style prevailed foe the Rreater part of a ceatury,
Poioted windows, tall and slender, were grouped togrether with-
out being actually wnited into a single complex opening. The mas-
sive pillar became lighter and wax girt about with lender shafis
in more or less mtimaie woion with t—the clusiered pier, Cap-.
itads instead of being Square became cireulur, with chiselled decp.
vut mouldings, The yround plan was

o.f the high aliar.} The aspidal enst end (stifl retained oo the Con-
tinent) became square (an English peculiarity) with groups of
lofty windows. At the extreme cast cod of the aiready lengih-
rm-d choir the lady chapel was built {for the Krowing cult of 1he
Virgin Mary) and somelimes an eastern set of transepts was
added o emphasize the distinction between choir and sanct,
Salisbury is an admirahie example of this style, it
in less than 4 century came the full-blown Decorated, marked
by elaborate tracery in the windows, enriched doorways and
beautifully.-sreanged mouldings. The fracery passed through the

wing. In Franco the tracery

flame-like, stone delying forms.  The cen
1300, 4 period not marked by much chure
scade. It was a time of splendid and expe
and social innovations, of the half revolt ugainst Rome. Archi-
IlclurO.. was military or domestic, and the prolific time of church
alteration came later. The angel choir of Lincoln, and the
Rreatet part of Litchfield and Fxeter are cxam
Decorated, while the west window of York is
Late English Gothic stifficoed im0 the Perpendiculur style -an
l-‘:ngkah peculiarity —the prose of architecture ns vompared with
Flamboyant, ity poetry, The millions of the windows abandaned
their curves and ran straight from top |

3 o bottom. They were
cul across by strong horizontul transoms, aad this punel-like
form was frequently extended us a decoration oyer the wall space.

The low four-centred ¢urve wirs frequent in ¢
afforded an enormous windaw space to by
Klass, The choir and lady chapel of Glowe
mens,

The genesis of the window may be described as follows 1 Fir

he arch. This style
» filled with stained
ester are good speci.
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