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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
[This paper does flot nece.s.rîIy shaire the views expressed in correspondence

publi'.hed in its columns, the use of which is treeiy grantud to writers on topics
of interest to the Militia.)

D. R. A. TEAMS.

EDITOR 241LITIA GAZETE,- I notice a lettet' in yotir
issue of the 9th, signed I Yoting Shot," advocating -a change
iri the preseuit systemn of îîmîgthe ineinbers of teamis lit
the D. R. A. b-f'ore the niatches, aild is -anotIî'ýr yOting simot
1 shotnld like to.give sonie of iny views on the subject, and
agaînst stuuh a clialigte

Ottawa is net the place for- a inan to pr-ove bis ability to
represent luis corps in aity teain inatch, ample opporttuuity
being, furnished at the l3attalion Association and P. R. A.
matches.

Again, it wvould not be fair te the corps stationed at a
long distance front Ottawa, who on that account cannot get
more than tent and some even live nien to attend the
matches, to ho 1 itted against Q.O.R., 43rd, Vies.. etc., who
have front 3( te 40 nien each ; the corps thus having a
larger representation wvouId theî'efore have an advantage of
about 3 to 1 over corps stationed ini more (listant parts of
the Dominion.

Yoting Shot imt4gines lie wouild treceive a great benetit
from this change, wvhich, ini order te gret, he intst also change
another rile, namnely, allow coaching, wvhich woiuld be hardly
the thing wvheii we are coiip[etingr foi, individual as well ais
teamt prizes.

IHe is also " (Ielrive1 of hall' the iniceaitive," and reliea'cd
Of any nn eccssary m<eu.ay to score.

Surely the yoting shot n etds no0 zreater incentive thun
the record of sucel mon as -Mitchell, ()gg and others to gro
ani do likewise, and te inark, learni and inwvardly digest the
host of little points he cornes acro.ss every time liegoes te
the rainges.

Experience teaches, and wo, the' young, shots, MI get ant
experience at Ottawva, and tle sooner Youîng Siiot learns to
stand on his own footing, the better for imself.

Speaking, of ini with lower scores on teanis, than those
Iladce by otiiers slîooting ait the sanie tine, winniing ades
there 15 n0 reason wvIy a, V'omiiî, utiitried siiot Who occamion-
ally mîakes a good sicor-e slmotld I>e givemi a b'adge over tl
head of a mil who occasieîîally iiiakes a bad score, or ii
other words, gvt a badge for a fke

If Yoitng( Shot bîîlcls 111 aîad shows luis (tete 1- ilila tioil to
win. his splurs " or- hi,,ulse lie will neot find that
comibination of old sîoýs .slow te taL hl f iiat

give himi ail lie is entitled te.
Fie lias plentv of tinte, and if lie stives inaifully, and

does flot let bis fir-st appearance lie bis ist, wvill one day fli
the place of soue old warrioi-, and bring luonour and glory to
bis crsas his pretîccessors have (toile.

Hoping 1 have net tresj>assed tee maich oii yoiir space.
Ilamu, yours,

You.so( BLUENOsE . 110T.

Illalifax, N.S., April 15, '91.

Ei]Teiî MILITIA Gz:',Isec in tis Wveek's GAZETTE
a letter froint Majem iis e t'alifatx, on teai uuateIues
in the 1). R. A., at wlich i aîuî ver' iminch sitm'îrised, as Ile
admnits tut the teains are cimosen lIv anuryim amni front
Ilis lettet' 1 slîotld thlmik lie tai îei-'e(e of i t, as hei says fmli r'
dowuî in lus letter, - i aui et' opinlion dilat the l)oimîmiien otf
Canada niatch as cari i(d ouit, at psetis a very f'air test
of the i)iotihii-, ruiîl of omuu*btahin Now, liow
Cali it lie a ''l'air test, WIIivm lie aidiuits tlat the metn on the
teams.- get there by 1 eing fivoites, ilistead of IQiiig choseji
on tlueir niîri t. I tii uk thait i f the I ). E . A. ade1 îted the
proposed cliatigte, Il( iei ali nt uv ot.Iut*s weu 1<1 have less
troulMe to ge(t tlu<'iu Iet iiot8 te o te Ottawa, as thley

would then have a chance of winning part of the team
mioney, without beîng, under auy obligation te the chooser,
as at present is the case. Hie also says, Ilit would be sorne-
thing new in rifle shooting." I should think this was a
1)oitt in its favour, as ail iunprov'erents must be new.

I have been tlîinking over what ilYouing Simot " has said,
and niust say 1 think he put it very mildly when lie satid,
"lit was one combination of old shots shooting against ant-
otiier " for in nany instances it is favouritisin (and timat
oli) that gets yotur naine on a teamn, thereby allowvin, voit
the jîrivilege of competing, and under a just ride tiuis should
imot be possible.

At present the sticcess of a team depends on the ability
of the choosci' to, select nien who eau miake their largest
score, iii tluat partictilar weatluer, rather than the ability of'
the men themtselves, and in thîs case wotald it not he botte)-
and more j ast to, give the prize to the chooser- instead of to
their ien who compose the teai. Then let uis look at the
individuai l)rize iist of the D. of C. Match and sec how
miany nicu of the winning, teint are in it, in sonie cases two
or tin-ce, the remiainder of the teant being earricd tlareugu
by sono bart. (and perhaps fluke) score anid the Prize cis
given theni, foir they have not won it, in my estimation.

If I arn not mistaken the association wvas foî'mned and is
assisted by the goveriment to encourage rifle 8hooting ini
gplnerai, and net to assist pot hutnters amni cliques.

TMien, let uis look at the advantages to be gaiiied l>y the
change l st, the régimient sending the largest itumuiber of
good siiots will have the best chance of wiining ; 2ind, tis
wvill incm'ea.w the at'endance and entrance fees; 3rdl, the best
and niest desei'ving, men will win on thieir ewuî peirsenal
ability ; 4th, the valute of the badges and pî*i7cs xvilI ri.4e ac-
cou'dingly. At present there is ne special l)1i(e for a niait te
have a b>adge, as it may have been won for- luii b)y the
other ineinîbrs of the teanh ; 5th, the yoting shots wouid get
ail file assistance p)ossible fr-ont the older shots, anîd this
alone wvould aipp'oach nearer the objeet efthde association
themi ait present, foi' 01(1 shots tio% have nothing to graun
ani evetythiing to lose by teaching and giving advjce te
yemtiug shots, and it is on the pu'esent yotng shots tluat
the future stuccess of the association nitist de,îemd. 1
sliould like to ask of soine of' the dissenting nemibers of the
D. R. A. Couîîicil, to give their i-eaisons for voting àagaiuist
the pî'elesed change, whicli 1 se by yoaî' report wvas breoughit
lit but tieféated. I musi.t now close, tiuanking yomîî' foi' and'
hoping 1 have net taken li)) too imch space ini your vatltUtl

pprto riflemen.
ASSOCIATuED mw D. R. A.

Toronto, April 20, 1891.

ALL CONIERS AT THE D.R.A.
EDITRoî MILITIA GAZET'E,-Don't yeni tiuink it is timie

that the D. R.A. opened its matches to "lal coines-,." Tl't'
writet' happens te, ho -go fixed that it is impossible foi' luii
t<) belong te a iitia Corps, blut in his younuc' days leau'ne'i
te shoot a !Snider in the militia andi would like te go in fei-
rifle shootiiug again. Keep s'ay tic Grand Aggregate antl
Bislcv teanu cotiileti'îoni open oîîîy ti) volunteer-s andi( havi-

an"AlJ Coniers' Acgregztte," the saie as tliey <le i, ti
Old Cou ntry, and I Venture to say tiuat there votild ho( wu
least euie hutndred new faces, secr. ait Ottawva next Seîîteinix-1.

1sec cvî'eat exer'tiens ar'e being niadle te encourage ri(h.
sheoting' and( 1 thiîk thait the 1) .. sholid do wvlmar
they can te encour'age civilians, as 've are aIl lialule incas
of trouble and mighlt as Weil eai-n how to lise the rile bi.
feeiand.

L NOT.-.At thîe meeting of 1890, tlueue wei'e foiteurîee
Mai;tches' 01pe-i to ail coniers, includiiig ani at'gregate l'
teamns4 ; andi oîiy twe imdividumai muatchies, hesides i.-
aggregate, wei'e restricted to the nuiiitary.-EuîITO].]
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