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COCAINE ANESTIIESIA.*

Gettlenjic,-W,7heni vour Pr-esident so kindly invited me to
give a paper before your Society, I accepted Nvith pleasure, not
only on accounit of the honor vou conferred on mie by the invita-
tion, but also for the pleasure it wvould give rue in meeting
again the members of the niedical profession in London.

Iu searching for a subjeet wvhich would interest you, I
decided on Cocaine Anesthesia as one xvhichi would afford ample
room for discussion. Whien in Berlin, in 189,4, I visiteci Dr.
Schleich's clinie ancl saw~ himn make quite an extensive removal
of a recurrent mammary carcinoma with his infiltration method.
The efficiency of his very wveak solutions of cocaine ini procluic-
ing complete anesthesia, togetiier ýwith the entire absence of
toxic symptomis, wvas very striking indeecl, and yet it was.a long
time before I feit justified in opening an abdomen with simiply
this forni of anesthesia.

During the Iast few years I have used the infiltrationl of a
weak solution of cocaine lu a variety of cases, and the resuits
have beeff ail that could be desired. At flrst one feels hesita-

~:Read at meeting of London Medical Society.


