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T TO OUR READERS.

" Mr. Gillies, of the Trur WiTnNESS office, is
now on a collecting and canvassing tour through
Canada West. He has full authority to receive
all monies due to this ofice, to give receipts, and
to make such arrangements as he shall deem
most convenicut. We would respectfully be-
speak for him a good receptien from our uumer-
ous, delinquent subscribers.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

TiE enormous armaments of France have loug
excited not only the anxiety, but the wonder of
Turope. Whilst they were a slanding menace
1o other and pacifically disposed countries, they
seemed o the statesman to offer a financial phe-
pomenon ; and men asked one another ©liow
does Louis Napoleon contrive to pay for all
thece things #°  This question bas sow been
apswered, and in a manner which will tend to
allay both the alarm and the surprise of the
world. The costly armaments of France hare
not been paid for ; and have been bitherto main-
tained by the old-fashioned expedienl of con-
tracting debie, to an amount which the finances
of France, great, powerful, and populous, though
that couutry may be, will scarcely be able to
liquidate. By the last arrivals from Europe it1s
annouuced that there is a defiet of £40,000,000
sterling, equivalent to an entire year's revenue ;
and confidence 1 the stubility of the Imperial re-
gme is so greatly shuken, that itas notlikely thai
cupitahists will deean 1t a safe speculation to vest
their money 10 the new loans which have been
spoken of as one of the means to be adopted
for restoring order in the Fremch fnances.—
Under these circumstances the Emperor will find
hinsedf  compelled to reduce his military and
naval establishments “to a level with the actual
wanits, and pecuniary capabilities of lus subjeets,
aud this system of retrenchment appears to be
1hat which the French ruler has determined to
adopt. e has called in M. Fould to the Cabi-
net, as Minister of Ifinances; and as the fatier
is well known 1o bave been averse to the late
war, it may be presumed that a pacific policy
s been also detevmived upon, and that the
« reetification” of France’s frontiers on the side
of the Rhine has been indefinitely posiponed.—
There is besides, so it is hinted, much discontent
amongst the people of Irance with their present
Government ; and under (bese circumstances,
these financial, political and dynastic embarrass-
ments, Louis Napoleon will be cautious how he
provokes hostilities with Austria, or encourages
in Ttaly a policy which must, if pursued, inevit-
ably involve France in. war with the Germanie

Towers. ’ v
From Italy the tidings are most encouraging.

Everywhere, in the North as in the South, there
1s springing up a general and intense disgust
against the rule of Piedmont. In the Kingdom
of Naples 1t is not only amongst the partisuns
of Francis II. that this feeling dispiays stself ;
for thousands who were by uo meaas friendly 1o
the Bourbon dynasty -are actively bostile as to-
wards the intrusive Governmnent of Vicler Em-
mapuel. Their natiooal pride is burt by the
treatment that they lave received from the
Piedinontese invaders ; they feel that their coun-
try has been dealt with, and 1s still ruled, like a
conquered Province; and even the extreme
members of the revolutionary party are offended
at the transfer-of the Seat of Govermaent from
Naples' to ‘Tarie.  In the North, the same
causes which immediately "provoked the Ven-
deeans to take up arms agmmnst the Convention
are at work, and with similar results.. The peo-
ple find the ‘conscription, to which Piednont is-
_oblized to have respurce. in order to keep on.
footits large army — an intolerable grievance ;.
and have noides of tamely submitling to being
dfagqu. fr_oxh-home 1o f_tvlr'_uis\{ food for PQw'der, and
o $erve as tools for an ambiticus and unprincipled
."So;e‘:é'igu whom. the. majority of Ltalians look
- upon 332 o ¥ ahen” in: blood. * ‘Lo this cause-of
fritation -against the intrasive Govesnmient . of
sdmool must be atdel many - others, origmmat-
g 1bis. embarrassed state of - the’ finances, the
increased pres-ure of . taxalicn aud,
ted expectations  of n.yriads of place
who'expected o find i organic politi-
s ne tbeir broken fortunes

1€

dy..

‘will be found on - our sixth:page. - The Tove-
reigd Pontif’s health is “now said to be com-
pletely. re-established ; and the Cross of Savoy
—1the “cross of the impenitent-thef,” as;by
soine it 1s profunely styled—will not be planted
over the Vatican quile so soon as the eue:
mies of the Papacy expected: ‘L'ne robber-
King will fad it noeasy task to refain possession
of the Provinces upon which le has lately seized,
and for the present he must abandon all liopes of
making other conquests. ‘ )

The rupture betwixt Austria and Huagury 1s
complete. The Constizution of the latler has
been suspended, and superseded by anartial law.
The condition of Poland is still e same, and
:an appeal lo arms to decide betwixt the oppress-
ed and ther oppressors cannot, to all appear-
ances, be very remote. The internal condition
of Russia is however by uo weans that of calm.;
and what with the discontent of the lately eman~
cipated serfs with the mperfect boon bestowed
upon them, and what with the. disgust of the
landed  proprietors with, what .they deem, the
confiscation ol their property—a Russian social
and political revolution seems to be impending.

The cotton famue is telling seriously upon the
artizaps of England, even as the failure i the
potato crop 1s spreading desolation amongst the
peasantry m many districts of lrelaud. The
prospects for the winter are not bright and no
feasible sehene has as yet been broached, either
for securing an immediate supply of cotton for
the manufacturers, or for warding off the horrors
of destitution of another kind, with whick lreland
is auain seriously menaced.

The capture of Messrs. Slidell and Masoo
on board of an English mail steamer by the U.
States ship Saze Jacinto forms the chief topic of
discussion wwongst our republican peighbors,
Musty fyles of eewspapers are diligently ran-
sacked for precedents to justify the act; and if
uo precedents can be found, then are they boldly
invented. Thus much stress was lad wpon the
alleged capture of an American Jiplomatic agent
from on board of a Dutch slup, by an English
frigate, the VestaZ, during the War of Indepen-
dence. Here, it was coutended, was a precedent,
or case in pomt; but upon exammation it appears
that the Americon envoy was caplured from on
poard, uot of a Duich or neutral vessel, but, of
an American packet ship.  The question atissue,
and which diplomatists will be called upon to dis-
cuss is ts—+ Has o government the right to
claim political offenders upon the high seas when
under the protection of a neutral flag and on
board of a neulral ship, sailing {rom one neutral
port to another 7’ [t must be rememnbered that
it is as rebellious subjects, as political offenders,

and npot as the ambassadors of a belligerent

Power, that Messrs. Slidell and Mason are ireat-
ed by the authonties of Washmgton. The lat-
ter do not profess lo recognise the Seceded
Stutes as belligerents ; and cannot therefore, With-
out giving the lie to their professions, and claims
of sovereiguty over the Southern Confederation,
recognise its envoys to Turope as ambassadors
or “ contraband of war.” Itis therefore only in
their capacity of rebels, or political offenders,
that the Northern Government can claim the
right to detain Messrs. Slidell and Mason a> pri-
soners ; and therefore the only question at issue
is one as to the nght of a Goverawment (o arrest
such offenders, or rebels, upon the bigh seas, and
when on board of the ships of other nations?
This question will no doubt be discussed calmly
and in good faith by the representauves of the
two countries interested therein j and by the re-
sult of that discussion we are well content to abide,
trusng that 1t may termioate honorably and
amicably., War is one of the greatest of earthly
calamities, and there 15 scarce any sacrifice which
should not be made o avert so great an evil.—
But even war is not the greatest calamity ; and
to sacrifice national honor Lo preserve a preca-
rious peace, would be the most injudicious of all
conceivable policies. What may result from the
present tmbroglio no man can foresee. We may
be sure that tie British Government earnestly
desires to avoid war,and that it will not fight un-
less compelled to do so i defence of the honor
of us flag. But at the same tine, it wili proba-
bly, aud with reason, insist upon applyiug to the
case of the seizure of passengers on board of the
Trent, by a United States slip, the same princi-
ples ol iaternational law as those which the Go-
vernment of the United States would insist upon
applying to the case ol one of thewr own ships
stopped and searched upon the high seas by a
British cruiser 3 and to 1he seizwre on board
thereof of rebels, or political offenders - against
Briush rule.  Liord Lyons, it would appear, has
carefully abstained from comwmitting himself upon
the subject. He is probably waiting for instruc-
tions from home how 16 act 5° and until these mn-
structions arnve, and the deternination of the
Britsh Govermneni is known, 1t is, we think, in-
cuinbent upon non-official persons, and upon pub-
lic journalists especially; 1o copy the example of
ilie British- Ainbussador, and to unuate - s pru-
dent reserve.  We bope, ardently, that the difii-
culty may be lionorably sinpothed over, and-ihat’
peace may be preserved § but if these our Chris-
tian hopes shoahd De disappomted, we do  bupe
and-believe, that The Catbolics of Canada small
ever be fowrd willing and jrompt to du thew duty
in every emargeney. o S
Tne Cunade iron Queenstown, 1Tt instant;
is telegraphed, 3. Fould, the. new French
Minisier, has -aunounced s plan -for . restoriug,
the fivances. The folowang aredsaid 10 ve the
conditions of lis aéceplal of olfice ;— Co
st A Budge, ;L!o ﬁl)p; vo'tp.;ln; fur, 10 “‘d’e.'lujl‘, a0 43 to

“|.give ihe legmtatere sume. cuntrol over; Lie . expundi- |

Lure,. 3od . Renuaciation uf puwer w'decree duaple-:
entnry credita withour the couseot ofl thy ywouneil,
ut Mivigters,  3en. Couversn of Cesnicuars ou gas’
ions 4t Cunversina uf the gotire pub ic debt 'nto
3 per ceuts.  5ib - Cunzolidatiog of she fluating d: bt

}.been .confirmed.

sequence of which a Britich frigate had umne-
diately been despatched to the United:States.
This 1s very- doubtful, bowever, und:.up to the.
time of our goiig ‘to press, the report had not

Axxust ReporT of THE Boarp oF INSPEC-
ToRS FOR AsSYLuMS, Prisons,  &c., For
1861.- o
We liave to return thanks for a .copy .of this

very instructive and carefuily compied doc ument’
published by order of the Provincial Govern-
ment. [ contains valuable and ample details
respecting our gaols, penitentiaries, reforma:,
tories and lupatic asylums, and reflects much
credit upon the Inspectors and other offlcials by
whom 1t has been prepared. ' '

The question o1 secondary punisiments 15 one
of the most difficult, and at the same tune-the
most important, with which the Statesman of the
XIX. century has to deal. That it has, bither-
to, been thoroughly exhausted, is more tban any
one. who 15 moderately conversant with gaol
statistics, or who has made social pathology lus
study, will pretend ; but the publication of care-
fully prepared statistics will furmsh us with facts,
from which by means ol a cautious generalisa-
tion we may n time hope to arrive at a satisfae-
tory answer 1o the great question, daily torcing
itsell more importunately upon the attention of
society—* What shall we do with our crimmals,
wham we cannot hang, and whom we cannat let
loose upon the wortd 7” In the meantime we
may console ourselves witl the reflection that,
if we have not solved the problem satisfactorily
as yet, we lave adopted the very worst systemn

secondary punishments concevable 3 one
which combines every possible disadvantage with

a nuntinum of good qualittes ; which without

serving as any effectnal deterrent from crime,

15 at the same time physically and worally injuri-

ous (o the crimingl, and burdeusone to society.

Il the great, indeed one, object of the awil

magstrate in inflicting -punishmeat, be o deter

by example, then must it be adwtted “that the

system of long protricted imprisonnent, bere 1o

vogue, has Dbeen most cunningly contrived, and

that it is most admirably adummnistered, so as to
defent the sole legitinate end of secondary secu-
lar punisbhments.

Our prisons are threefoll.  They may be

classed as simply places of Jetention —as re-

formatories—and as penitentiaries or places of
punishment. It 1s with the latter ounly that we
propose to deal; and the staristics furaished by
the Report before ns with reference to those

Penitentiaries are interestiug and instructive.—

They furnish us ahove all with an infalhible test

for trying the comparative morality of Upper and

Lower Canada, and of the Catbolic, and Pro-

testant elemenis ot our mixed community ; and

itis to the facts—facts which cannot be gam-
sayed-——relative to the comparative merits of

Catholicity and- Protestantism in promoting the

mora} well-being of their respective votaries,

that we would espeuially direct the attention of
our readers. /

Nothing can be mare unjust and more illog:-
cal than, from a comparison ot the criminal sta-
tistics of communities existing uader widely dif-
ferent social, material,” aud political conditions,
to attempt to deduce conclusions as to the com-
parative morality of the commumties themselves,
and thence of the comparative mertts of their
respective religious systems. In a badly gov-
erned community, in one especially where the
people are divided into classes, of which one
stands to the other in the relalion of conqueror
to conquered—where, in consequence, class 1s

of

arrayed agaiusl class—and where 1 addition to

“such fruitful causes of dissension there exist be-

sides, untipahies of race and antipathies of creed,
we may naturally expect that deeds of violence
shall be rife ; that hlood shall be repeatedly and
on shight provocation shed ;. that outrages, called
“aqgrarian,” in Ireland, or ¢ brigandage” as
in the Kugdom of Naples—and which in-reality
are but'the revoll of ‘the oppressed against the
oppressor—shull swell the ccimmal statistics,—
‘Tiese are crimes,in short, which are the direet
-ahnost inevitable conseq‘ujences of certain so‘c_iill
and political antecedents, and which-will vary as

instance, a state: of society such - as'that which
obtained, amd still 1o a contiderable degree ob-
tains, in*Lreland ;- under which- the legal owners;
and the actual culiivators of the soil, are to_one
another aliens w language, in blood, and m re-:
ligion, and you shall find agrarian_ crime, or vio-
lence ol a. quasi-political description_as the in-
' evfn[ablg".cqnnsrq|xerxce. "Given a political regime
which compels”a majority of one religious per-

the political antecedents themselses. Given, for |

‘suasiod ta suppori he!elergy;-and to'build the |

protracted agonies of famine. Irish crime, in so
far as the Catholic portion of the community is
concerned, has been, and still 15 in a great mea-
sure, the result of these abnormal social .and
political condilions, imposed - upon the Irish by
an alten Protestant Legislature. = As these con-
ditions have been- modified, Irish crime has di-
minished both in quantity and in intensity.

~ Instead therefore of comparing the crisnal
statistics of [relund, the wictim of - the above
inentioned monstrous or abnormal social . and
politiéa]l conditions, with the crimnal stalistics
of Great Britan, where no such conditions exist,
or exist only under a modified, and very mitigat-
ed form—asa test of the comparative moral in-
fluences of the respective religious systems of
the above-named coontries, let us, as s both
Just and logical, direct our altention to the
erimmal statisties of Canada,  Let us cowpare
the criminality of Catholic Loower Canada, with
that of Protestant Upper Canada; let us
question the Records of our Jails and Peviten-
tiaries ; and these shall givé us, in clear unam-
biguous and infailible tones, an answer 10
the question at issue—¢ Js Catlolicity or Pro-
testantism the more favorable to the growth of
morality, and the repression of crime 77 To
this mode of procedure, to this test, to these
oracies, no U. Canadian Protestant can object ;
for it 1s Lis boast that his section of Lhe Pro-
vince is more wealthy, and better educated than
that to wiich his Romish fellow-subjects be-
long. 1 there be any material advantages on
either side, they are altogether on the sule of the
Anglo-Saxon and Protestant portion of our
mixed population ; and 1f statisties show any
difference betwixt its moral condition and that
of the other or Catholic section, and to the ad-
vantage of the lotter, that dierence must be
owing exclusively to the moral and religtous
superiority of Popery ; — since in all other re-
spects we must “yield the palm to Protestaut
Upper. Canada, whose citizens, 1f there be any
virtue in material progress, would also be re-
markable for their greater integrity, sobriety,
chastity, and their regard for law.

 Now.the first thing that strikes us upon turn-
ing over the leaves of the Report of the Prison
Tospectors, is the enormous, but constant dis-
parity betwixt the criminal records of Upper
aud Lower Canada—of the Catbolic and Pro-
testunt sections of our mixed community, re-
spectively. The following figures are more elo-
quent than words ; and aritbhmetic furmshes us
with argument which no amount of declamation
or sopmstry can destroy. We will begin with
the Report upon the ¢ Penal Tnstitutions™ of the
Province, which commences at p. 12.

Of these Penal Institutions the chiefl is the
Kingston Penitentiary, which is the common
sewer, or receptacle of the moral guilt of both
sections of the Province. Now with respect Lo
this institution, we find that en the 31st of De-
ceinber last, the Protestant convicls theremn con-
fined were to the Cuatholic convicts in the
ratio of more than two to one-—Lhe puwmbers be-
ing :—

_ Protestant. " Gatholie.
529 . 254

During the course of the year 1860, two
bundred and fifty-five consicts in all, had been
struck off the roll of the mmates of the Peniten-
tiary ; of these some had died, a few had been
transferred to Reformatories or to Lupatic Asy-
luns, but the majority had been -dischorged, in
virtue either of a pardon, or of the expiration.of
their sentetces. Now of these 255 coavicls
thus got rid of during the year, there were.

Protestant, Cathohe.
161" 94

These figures are conclusive as to the morality

Cunada, are vory nearly equal,” We will now
examine into, the Provincial ongin of Canadian
criminality. r ' -
- There were, 0 _
convicts 1n the Penitentiary ; of whom,— .

Have wenot then abundant reasou to say

of ‘representation io- the Provincial Penitentiary 1

nished 2" singlé conviel.to’ the Pemtentiar
’P3‘13."!:’“.-:' s . T . 4

" Nors this disparity betwint the

temples ot 2 wiuarity of wnother and contradic~
tory religious persuasion; -

“Act of Parliament, confiscated his pig, nnd»co'nfl'
signed. him, his wife, and little ones to the long .

of Catholies and Protestants, whose numbers in,

n the 31st December last, T84 ;

Upper or chv;tbsl.;mt, Canada furnished 386
Lower or Popish Cannda e
T : o gs.

that,
whatever may be the case io the Legislalive
Assembly, Upper. Canada .has fully its” fair share

We - should add bat according to ‘the Official
Report,” * 1be districts of Gaspe, Karaouraska,
'Three Rivers and Ottawa vwith “a population
greatly. éxceeding 200,000 souls, bave not. fur-.
i

“eriminality

Tn other wfc‘_i;glé', during a_series of yeurs, Pro.
testant Upper Canada has- upen :the average fur.
nished annually -upwards of Two Hundred cop.
victs to the Provincial Penitentiary—Catholic
Lower Canuda not quite }Fiﬁy-eig‘ht.. These

‘facts, furnished by official statistics, requice no

‘comment.

Another . very important or significant fact i
mmplied in the returns of the number of prisoners
from Upper and Lower Candda,_i'espectively une
dergoing a_first’ imprisonment.  Of these tiere

are from,—
Upper Canada

- 4,184
Lower Capada

1,861

. Total Gm

Here then we have a series of figures, which
establish the facts, that in proportion to its num-
bers the Protestant element m our community
furnishes the immense preponderance of serious
crime; and that the average criminahty of Up.
per Canada is {ar greater thun that of the Low-
er section of the Province. Tor this phenomenon
there must bYe a cause. That cause caunol be
found in the different political conditions of the
two communities—for in this respect there is no
dificrence betwixt them. Neither can it be
found m any unfortunate material or plysical
condition to winch Upper Canada is exclusively
subject-—for in this respect the advaotage s on
the side of that sectiop of the Irovince which
enjoys a milder climate, and can boast of possess-
ing a more fertile soil than have fallen 10 the lot
of Lower Cavada. But if neither in the mate-
rial nor in the political conditions of . Upper Ca-
nada can the cause of its constant superabeadans
criminality be found, then inust that cause be
looked for elsewhere ; and amongst ils moral and
religions conditions wust we expect to find the
secret of that remarkable contrast betwixt us
people, and the people of Lower Canada, which
official statistics force upon our attention. The
latter are for the most part Catholics—the for-
mer Protestants 5 aod to the supernatursl inflo-
ence of Catholicity or Popery upon its profes-
sors, and not Lo any natural moral superiority of
the TFrench Canadian over the Anglo-Saxon,
must we altribate the comparative imumunity
trom crime which distingnishes the foriner, and
the widely-spread, deep-roeted depravity wineh
charnctenises the other, That this hypothesis 1s
well-founded we may feel certain from iwo coun-
siderations. One—that when the French Cana-
dizn, as too often bappens when he crosses the
Liges to the United States, throws off his Popery
he becomes one ol the most disgusting and de-
praved specimens of humanity with which lnstory
and modern researches have, as yet, made us ac-
quainted. e apes and exaggerates all the
worst features and vices of those whose Protest-
antism he bas adepted. He spits more thin an
ordinary Yankea; he blasphemes more, und with
more diabolical energy ; and he becomes more
coarse and repulsive in his person, manners, and
language, than are those whom it s his ambition
to imitate, and {or whom it is his pride to be wis-
taken. This shows that it is not to any natural,
but tosome supernatural, endowment thar the
Popish French Canadian owes that geoeral ur-
banity, that politeness, suavity of manner, purity
of morals, and decorum ofluuguage':.xmi demean-
or for which ke 15 honourably distingaished
amongst all the races on the Continent of Aune-
rica. o ' '
" A second consideralior s this—"That the sume
difference which statistics ‘reveal as obtaiting
betwixt Upper Canadian and Liower Casadian
crimigality, abtains also betwixt the criminality
of Catholics and that of Protestants ; the faller
farnishing more than-two-thirds of the.total nun-
bzr of convicts sentenced to the DI'enitentiary.

1 Accordmg, therefore, to every rule of sound in-

duction, 1t is o the religious and not to the eth-
nological differences betwixt the two secticas of
the Province, that the constant difference be-
twixt the respective amounts of their voutribu-
tions to the great receptacle of Canadisn crime
must be attributed, P L

A CHEERING PROSPECT — OVERTHOW OF
THE CHRISTIAN SUPERSTITION.~ We copy froin

the - European»-correéébudeut of the :Montreal
Herald of the 16th Wit :— =~ - 7
Among the * mgns of the times? mosl interesi-
ing to friends of Twaly from a distagee iz the “wide-
spread movement.of revolt going. on.bere -agaiost:
the principle -of: ecclesinstical autbority. which i3
the basis of.tho:Roman heresy.” This resolt ighinst
spiritual ‘abgolutism is the natural and inevitable
complement of the-politicul sirugple throngh which
Iinly hag been passing; and from .the. miment IR
which: this ~renction is successfully . inauguinted
aniong:a peopleé, the.doom of the 30-oal'ed.* Catho-
lic".Oburch is gended, . . . co Ll T
. - 'We:do'not contest the .truth of the Herald's:
premises,” nor- will- we atiempt “1o° impugn‘ the -
validity: of .his, eone'nsions.. . There

plécs in Tta’y 071851

g

ol the two seciions of \he Province,, éx’e:e_jil_'n_ona!'

L . WO el ince,. exceptional,” and religious «i.-ov'e".’eny,’nf_e‘_Vn_»“ry»‘-b'r-uﬁtéfﬁhrt:o
and you. have at onee . or we find the same puero.ienon repeated during . that which oct pred in Franee. ant
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