N\
\\\
N

N \\\\\\\E{/'— '

o
_.

L

VOL. XLIV, NO. 23.

MONTREAL, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1894

PRICE 5 CGENTS.

Sl sl Ste Mo e Aoe S e Sl e S St Sl M e M S e 302 30 M M2 M2 e M2
F i e i i Sy RS A A A A S A7 KN
-~

“w

*

Sie ’ 3
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i Elaborate and Artistic Ghanges to be Made. =
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g{% A Short Account of the Plans and Designs of the Im- g
sk provements Already Commenced—The Decorations— &
The Woodwork—The New Galleries and Organ—The 3

%{\é Monumental Windows and the Exterior Renovations. ;132
I~

8 WE ANNOUNCED soms time ago
& complete renovation of St. Patrick’s
Ciurch was in contemplation, it will ba
of deep interest to all our Montreal
_readers and to many former Montrealers,
who satill keep alive their communion
with the city and their former fellow-
citizens by means of TeE TRUE WITNESS,
to know that the intentions of a grand
restoration—or rather rejuvensation—of
the good old parish church are about to
be carried into execution, and that the
dreams of many a lover of the historic
temple are soon to be realized. Having
seen the plans, and examined all the
detaila of the work, we do not think we
exaggerate in saying that when the work
actually commenced is completed,that St.
Patrick’s Church of Montreal will be one
of the grandeat, if not the grandest,
Catholic temple of worebip in Canada.
Of course it would be impossible for us
to picture in words that which we can
only a8 yet imagine from the information
we have received and from the plans and
s'yles of deoorstion that we have seen;
but beyond all question szch & trans-
formaticn will take place that not even
the moest sanguine would believe until
they have actually beheld the improve-
ments.

In the firet place nothing hes been left
undone to secure a complete success.
Time has been taken, churches over the
continent have besn examined, plans
have been asked for and received, these
bave been carefully studied and com-
pared with the utmost possible impar-
tiality ; and having in view but one ob-
ject—the best work obtainable—the pro-
moters of the undertaking have decided
upon designs and details calculated to
even create s greater surprise than any
person could anticipate.

Before commencing our account of the
plans; the designs, the decorations, the
jnternal improvements and external ren-
ovations, we desire to mention the fact
that the very best workmanship and the
very best materials, as well as the hizhest
order of talent in ezch line, have been
called into requisition. As we proceed
we will specially call attention tothe
‘persons or firms incharge of the different
seotions of the work. _

The contract for. the internal decora-

. tion  has been awarded to Messrs. Arnold
:and Locke, Church decorators, of Brook-
Iyn, New York. We may :gafely state
“that these “gentlemen - haye.long sincce
_.esrned 8 world-wide raputation for them-
‘gelves in this particular line. - Their
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methods as well as their style are nnigne
and psrticular to themselves. All the
churchea that have beeu touched by
these arlists bear a resemblance to each
other, but are distinet in coloring and
deaign from every other onein the world.
Mr. Locke, who by the way is a nephew
of the late Mgr. Conray, Apostoiic Dele-
gate to Canady, iz & wauster in the art of
color blending and harmonizing of de-
tails to correspond with all the surroungd-
inga. The result is infallibly the aame
in all the churches that bis master brush
has touched. So delicate, 80 lightsome,
80 harmonic, 80 acothing, 80 refining are
the effects, that a stranger on entering
draws irreasistibly back, asif struck by
some glorious apparition, and the sense
of peace, combined with an elevation of
thought, that steals over the obszerver,
seems {0 mysteriously force the dazzled
mind to pause—and to adore. We cannot
speak too highly of the sample of the
blending of colors and effects in light
that we have examined from the pencil
of the artist. What then shall it be when
the whole of that immense church is
under the spell of such a transformation !
Truly might we apply to such a picture
the description of Holy Cross, by Sim.
mons :—

¢ 'With a splendor such as round a bright sun-
8ot glows,

Inbeauty andgrandeur that temple arose,"

The decoration, however, will, for the
present, be limited to the -nave, or body
of the church, The sanctuary will not
be touched until later on. The coloring
will be a light galmon shade, that is at
once gay and most pleasing to the eye.
It is a new departure and one so suited
to the requirements of St. Patrick’s that
the result can scarcely be conceived—nor
will it be thoroughly appreciated until
sean more than once.

In harmony with the present pews, the
walls from floor to windows will be
wainscotted in red Indiana oak and pan-
neled in harmony with the present new
fittings of the church. The fourteen
Stations of the Oroas will be keyed into
this ‘panpeling, There will be on each
side two lateral chapels, to gerve as ora-
tories, which will harmonize exaotly
with the wood work of the walls, pre-
senting a most beautiful pioture of splen-
did workmanghip and design upon each
gide of the church, This wood-work is
to be done by Messrs. Paquet & Godbout,
of M mtrenl and St. Hyacinthe. Of
course the entrance, or front end of the
church, will be finished in the same ma-

terial and even in & more elaborately ar-
tistic maunner.

The old gallery, upon which the organ
rested, and most of the space of which
wat cecupied by that instrument, will be
completely and entirely changed. A
second gallery above it will serve a8 an
organ loft, and there the present instru-
ment, which is to be remodeled and
practically made over, will be so divided
that no gbstruction to the vast flood of
light, coming through the great, round
tower window, will exist, The organist
will bave the singera in front of him and
the space will be eo incressed that one
bundred singers or persons may find
room at the organ. As it wasthere could
uot be more than pixiy accommodated
comfortably. Messrs, Casavant Brothers,
uf St. Hyscinthe, one of the best known
lirme of organ builders in Canada, intend
transforming the old instrument into a
magnificent new one, supplied with
rlectric appliances and built to harmon-
iza with the plans, designs and decora-
tions of the church.

The lower, or old gallery, will be fitted
up in amphitheatre form, with graded
pews, and perhaps the best view of the
whole church will be had from that sec:
tion of the edifice, It is surprising, but
nevertheless it is a fact, that very many
gocd sized country churches do not afford
more reom than will that gallery when
the work is completed. It is fifty feet
deep and one bundred feet long. Just
imagine & space of fifty by & hundred
{eer being added thus to St. Patrick’s
Church. And yet this change will not
necessitate apy encroachment upon the
spzce heretofore enjoyed.

Seen fromthe body of the Church, this
gallery will present a wonderfully grand
appearance, The two magnificent, ele
gantly cuived staircazes that are to lead
up to the gallery will form & contrast
with the present difficult and corkacrew
mode of sacent. Ina word it would be
imposesible to give an idea of the changes
that will take place, Harmony of
coloring, fresh floods of light from the
unobstructed central window, new space
even equivalert to that of & whole
Churoh, easy access to the gallery, a
magnpificent new organ provided with all
the modern improvements known to the
builders of those inatraments, and finally
a perfection of design, that will stand as
an immortalizing monument to the
genius of the architect.

Before touching upon the many other
changes and renovations to be made we
have a word to say about Mr. William
E. Doran, of Montreal, the arckiteot
whose plan has been unanimously ac-
cepted and which has been the wonder
and delight of all who are connofsseurs in
architectural drawing: It isnoexaggersa-
tion to say that Mr. Doran can safely
stake his reputation upon this work,
Trely must it have been “a labor of
love,” one inspired by deep veneration
for the grand and historical Church that
it ie intended to decorate, There issa
delicacy of tracing, axi imposing beauty of
engemble, a softness, an -appropriateness
and & completeness abcut the whole plan

that all appeal to the artistic eye, to tho
higher sense of architectural apprecia-
tion, and that indicate carcful study
combined with a natural talend of po
ordipary merit. We are under the ain-
cere impreseion that any words of praise
we can bestow upon thet achievement ~
will fall far short of the archilect's
deserts and will appear cold compared
with the expreesions of saetrnishment
and pleasure that must pecca=arily arise
on all gides when the desipns are corried
into execution and the picture thus
sketched is realiz: d.

Besides these imprivements, changes
and additions we must not owit to make
mention of the windows, They will be
of the bigheat order, and al:o sre being
prepared to correspond Wil the wood-
work, the plans, the d:ic mtunns, the
colorings, and especin'ly the light ro-
quired in the church t; ¢oupicte the
whole work. Two in pariicidar ara de-
gerving of immediste aitention, They
are the monumenia! windowe that shall
occupy the firat plices, on cithier eide,
without the sanctusry. The ono ca the
Gospel side will be & 3% Patrick arnd con
the Epistle sidc a St. Bridget. Thess
two wigdows will coat 1050 ench, rud
are being made by the Avsirian Ious-
bruck Giass Staining Conipany. 'The
one on the Guispel aide will 1cyreznt
8t. Patrick, life gizs, in the 2et of
ohasive the raoptiles from Ireland, aud
the lower section will represent a scere
in the life of tha great Aypostls of Ireland,
probably tbe preachivg to the King on
Tara. Beneath thie representation will
be a life-like bust of the late }amented
pastor of Bt. Patrick’s, R:v. Father
Dowd. In fact, it will be & most appro-
priate monumental window, and n tri-
bute to one whoee life was almcest.en-
tirely speut in labor for the good of the
great central Irish parish of Montreal.
Being the first window outside the eanc-
tuary and on the side of hener, it is ap-
propriate that it should commemorate
the virtues and deeds of the venerable
and devoted father of the parish, Be-
sides, at the eltar of the Blessed Virgin,
upon which the window louks down,
Father Dowd said the greateat number
of hin masses. The colossal window on
the Epistle side will contein a life size
representation of St. Bridget, and tl.e
lower section will represent that glorious
patroness of Irishwomen in the act of
distributing alms to the poor.

We might also add that the different
paintings that have for yesrs hiung upon
the walls of 8t. Patrick’s, and which were
old and dim with the passage of haif a
century. over their faces, have been en-
tirely renovated, and to-day thcy appear
as fresh and as perfect as when the last
stroke of the artist’s brush touched them
into completion. _

There is, however, something that ig

required even more than the proposed
decorations and without which such de-
corations would be in danger of early
deterioration, Wo refer to the exterior,
eapecially the roof of the church. Fer
overfifty years the present tin roof has -
withatood all the storms of summer and
winter, and it has done admirrbly well

Continued on Third page.



