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our thoroughly secularized hearts, are carrying
us ever farther away from Christ, and what
shall be the end thereof.

When we bave examincd into these several
charges against sectism, do we still ask if
organic unity is desirable? The evil of our
divisions is becoming more and more manifest.
The various bodies are not so far apart as they
once were; they think more highly of each
other than they did formorly ; the old time
prejondices are passing awsy. The increased
use of * Union Meotings” is encouraging and
instructive for two facts which they disclose :—
they indicate ihe desire of Christians to come
nearer together®; and inasmuch as they are
resorted to when earnest men wonld move
communities by extraordinary effort to fear
God and to lead better lives, they are an in-
divideal confession that our sectarisnism breaks
down bofore the very work of evangelization
which it is the Caurch’s mission to accomplish.
Wo have inherited these divisions from past
quarrels; and we are retaining them not g0
much for the sake of perpetusating old ideas and
teuds as becanse it does not occur to us that
they might be cured. Who believes that, it our
Christian people were to reconstruct American
ecclesiugtical affairs, they would oall these rival
denominations into exXisence ? In wiew of all
the circumstances, we are not t0o hopeful when
we express 88 our judgment that the times are
ripe for calling sectariuniem & wrong, and for
discussing the wecded remedies.—Scranton

Churchman.

=Thia is ghown by the Young Men's Christian Assoola-
tion, the Evsngelical Alllauce; ihs Congressof Churehes,
and the late Conference at Washington.

WHAT ARE THE BEST METHODS OF
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING ?

By Mr. Wiliam M. Runk, Philadelphia,
in The Church Review.

In considering this question, we must take
for granied, (1) that Suuday Schools are ne-
seseary : (2) tha tthe teachers are engaged, by
and are 8 nnit in carrying out the thoughts
and aims of the Rec.or of the Parish or of the
Superintendent of the school, either of whom
may be the guiding spirit in all that is said or

done.

Now that the question is fairly before us, we
must also consider that the views here given
may not be in aceordance with the thanghts
and wisbes of every one, but are given by the
writer as those which have formed themselves
in his mind after an experience of twenty-five
years in Sunday School work as teacher aud
Superintendent.

This article has in view the thorough instruc-
tion of our scholars (1) in the Holy Bible; (2)
in the Prayer Book &nd sll that it contains
relative to the Cstechism and general Charch
teaching,

It is to be presumed that the teacher, feeling
the necessity of preparation, will employ all
the means at his command in learning thorough-
ly the lesson that is to be taught upon the ensu-
i1g Lowa's Day, either by aitending & lesson
study that may be given in a publis way, or
probsbly the advantage may be offered through
the Rector or Superintendent of his own par-
ish, It is certainly very ill-advised for a
tescher to sppear before & class of either
young or old without & thorongh familiarity-
with the Scripture Lesson that hus been select-
ed.. This familiarity must include not only a
complete knowledge of the direct lesson, with
jts characters, places, and evenis, but also an
acquaintance w:th what immediately precedes,
for that is often a key to unlock the direct les-
son which is to be impressed upon the scholar's
mind,

cepted by & weacher and thoughtfully and
prayerfully cerried out, we feel sure that the
work done w’ll be much more efficient, and the
echolars will quickly see that the knowledge
possesgsed by their teacher musi command at-
tention and respeot.

Now, as to the methods of imparting instruc-
tion, for that is the point to be considered,
sfter all. We are fully aware thut where one
tescher cén commaund the respect and close at-
tention of & class, there may be jfive whose
time is largly taken up by preserving order
and by quieting the little differences that con-
stantly urise where boys and girls are not of a
congenial temperament.

We cannot exactly step aside to give direc-
tions upon this point without taking in too
wide a field, and must therefore take for grant-
ed that the scholars are present out of respect
for the teacher, and love for the school, and are
simply waiting to receive all that is in the
power of the teacher to impart to them. To
onr mind it is necessary that the teacher should
carefully study the temper and disposition of
every scholar in the olass, for however good
the method may be, it cannot be applied to all
alike. ©One scholar will accept the truth given
in a direct way, where sanother will require
anecdote, illustration, or example to make it
plain and forcible. In bringing almost any or
every lesson plainly to the comprehension of
the minds of scholars, let the teaching bear as
much ag possible upon every-day life, with ita
tomptations and trials, and how they are to be
overcome, to obtain the victory over the world,
the flesh, and the devil.

The plainer the lesson, and the more direct
its application is made to the lives ot the
scholars, the greater force ‘ the Bible" will
have on their charaoters. They will see that
it is not only a book to be read with reverence
and godly fear, but that it is intended to be &
guide to direot their feet into the paths of peace
and daty.

One cannot tell what may be the sims or
ambitions of the pupils; some may have a
futare course marked out, in which your in-
struction will form an important factor, while
others may gather jast what is reguired to
direct them to & proper life.

Now, if we are & unit in the thoughts so far
expressed, it becomes our duty to seo how
eauh lesson may bear upon some Prayer Book
thought, in order that our scholars may early
be taught to admire and love it next to their
Bible; fur as it contains * all the Articles of
our belief,” as well as the manner in which we
believe, we should worship our Heavenly
Father, we should early impress this on the
minds of those committed to our care. We
must take for gianted that this is also upper-
most in the mind of the one who may review
the lesson beforv the school, and thus the
thought given out by the teacher becomes
doubly impressed.

The idess 8o far given are quite general, and
let us now ask whether we have covered the
principal point in the question which hesds thia
articly, for the main work to us seems to be
“methods,”’ and we find the meaning of this
word to be quite broad, but we take it that the
meoaning intended to be applied to this ques-
tion is -course,” “‘routine,” ‘‘step-by-step.” We
think the “course” snd the *‘routine” have been
caretully gone over. Now what shall be the
(method) “‘step-by step” that shall lead 0 suo-
cessinl teaching?

1t is, ot course, desirable that every scholar
should read the entire lesson if possible, but a8
this is hard to accomplish, let the teacher,
after commanding the close astention of all,
either read it through himself or alternale
every other verse by the olsss reading in uni-
son, 1f there are uny words that need expla-
nation, let them be made plain as they are
read, aud you are then ready to bring forward
the date, if it is & matter of importance, the

It this idea of thorough preparation is ac-

place, the characters, any special event that

may be spoken of, and finally the lesson you
would draw and teach, 8s gathered by the atudy
you have given the subject,

We think one of the very first instructions a
teacher should urge upon the class is a thorough
knowledge of all the books of both the Old and
New Teataments, the order in which they.
come, and the names of those who wrote them;
for by .this means the echolars may be made to
feal that the Bible ia not a distant book, but one
to be read carefully every day.

All methods sdopted shounld have but one
ultimate end in view, namely, the eduoation of
ohildren in Bible truth, and in love for the
Church, and lot’the instruction imparted have
this good purpose prominent, for that is the
gurest way in whioh the fatore ranks of our
Churchmen are to be filled. Ithas appeared to
us that many think that if they simply give in-
struction in holy truths, the whole duty has
been doue, thns often leaving a ohild without
any olear, distinct views—as they grow into
manhood or womanhood—as to whether they
shall become Churchmen or members of some
one of the denominations.

We seldom find a child that has been reared
in the Church of Rome leaving it and going
into the folds of Protestantism, for they are
made to feel it is their Mother Church, and the
only one through which thoy are to be saved.
Now, while we would not think or believe in
going to that exireme, yot we would have our
children esarly learn to prize that beautiful
hymn 191, and especially the second and fourth
verses:

I love Thy Church, O God;

Heor walls before Thee atand,
Dear as the apple of Thine eye,

And graven on Thy hand.
Boyond my highest joy

I prize her heavenly ways,

Her sweat communion, solemn vows,

Her hymus of love ard praise,

In closing this article we would add that no
matter what methods may bo adopted, they
maust all fail of their purpose unless we ask
God's blersing on our school, and especially
upon the members of our individual classes, and
pray that the instruction we shall give from
time to time may sink into the hearts and
minds of those committed to our care, and that
if we do not see the fruit of our labors while
we continue with them, yet trust that inu years
to come the seod that wo huve sown will not
have been sown in vain,

UNITY.

————

I +hink that time will vindicate the wisdom -
of the position that has been taken. Numely,
that praying and siriving for unity, we still
maintain the positive conviotions whioh we

believe we are set to maintain, because the hope
of unity depends npon their maintenance; and
that we are not willing, for a sentiment of in.
ward commaunion to sacrifice any actual prinei-
ciple of crder or of truth. If wo are to “iavite
communion with oursolves, from those who are
in a way sepurated from us now, we must snrely
hold out something to them, in the way of an
inducemeat, which they have not themsolves,
And that something i8 not morely the Catholio
Fuith, bus the Apostolic Ocder. Jas: how the
two are related to each other it may be diffionlt
to say ; but I believe it i8 trae, that the faith
has never been fully and entirely maintained
apart from the Apostolic Order ; while, in the
face of hiatory, no one would of course dare to
maintain that the Apostoliec Order has sneceed-
ed alwsays, in preserving the purity of the
Faivh.— The Bishop of Albany.

A Bubsoriber who failed to take advantage of
offer of renewal at 81 prior to 1st J aly, writes :

“] would rather pay 82 than do withoat the
paper, Ta® CHUBOH GUA&DIAN, and. sish it

long life und prosperity.”



