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THE BISHOP OF DERRY ON
" BOUTH AMERICAN .
© MISSIONS.

P

The annual sermon on behalf of
the South American Missionary
Bocioty was preached in Bt. Mar-
gavet's Church, Westminster, by
the.Right Rev, the Lard Bishop of
Derry. - This is the only Society
in'Great Britain sending both mis-
Bionaries to the heathen and minis-
ters for the Englisb-spenking: peo-
le.of the vast and rapidly devel-
oping continent of South America
.Outside the limits of British Guiana,
The organization was commenced
28 the Patagonian Mission in 1844,
wag reformed in 18562, and desig-
nated the South American Mission-
‘ary Bociety in 1864, Tho Bishop
iof the Falkland Islands (the Right
Rev. Dr, Stirling) is the superin-
tendent of all the society's stations.
The field of operations extends
over an area of morethan 7,000,000
of square miles, with a population
of nearly 30,000,000, this boing the
only Church of Englard Mission in
South America except that in Bri-
tish Guiana. The objects of the
gociety are missionary, ministerial
and evangelistic,. Missionary work
is earried on amorgstthe numerous
Indian tribes of South America;
ministeria: work amongst the
many  communities of Hnglish-
speaking people scattered through-
out this continent and among the
gailors who frequent its harbors;
and evangelistic work amongst the
native poople spéaking Spanish
and Portuguese where opportuni-
ties offer, as well as amongst per-
sons of othor nationalities, by means
of speoial services; and, above all,
the distribution by sale of the
Bible in the native langunges.
=.The Bishop of Derry, in the
sourse of his sermon, ig reported to
bave said thal the South Ameiican
Mission was the only one among
their Church missions which ad-
Iressed itse!f more or less to 30,
00,000 of the human race. It had
succeeded alroady in a very mar-
rellous degree with numorous na-
ive tribes smpposed to be of the
owest type and mould, It work-
. -amongst thousands of settlors
wd sailors on the seaboard of South
A'merica, and it was more or loss,
without being directly proselytiz-
ng in any way, a witness for good
©o.’‘the ‘eorrupt ohurches of these
listricts. . The Bishop of London
ately said upon a public oceasion
hat the South American Mission
1ad & right to be ranked, if mot
ixactly in the samo place, yot at
ill ‘events in the same class and
integory, with. the Society for the
Emptigatibn of the Gospel in For-
ign Parts and the Church Mission-
ay-Society. He trusted that these
vere words of good augury for the
lociety. <
*The South American Missionary
lociety was possessed of three un-
idralleled trophies. One of these
rophies was a common-place look-
B3 ‘manuscript volume,. He had
60, a8 had probably some of the

dying words of -'Captain -Allen

Gardiner, who, with -his six com- |
panions, peiished of slow starv-}

ation .4t~ Spaniard Harbour, in

September, 1831, Captain Gard- | iuinr

Jiner wrote, I am
the : furnace, but

will not ‘be abandoned, - Mission-

the Gospel message ought to follow.
If 1 had 2 wish for the good of my

fellow-men, it is that the Tierra

del Fuego Mission might be prose-
cuted with vigour, and the work

in South Amerisa commenced.” | Nothi

Should not that prayer echo in
in their hearts that day? The

body of Capt. Allen Gardiner was

found four long months afterwards,
but owing to the elimate was un-
touched by decay, and when his
remaing and those of his compan-
ions werefound the language of the
funeral service was read over them.
The second trophy that the society
possessed was a beautiful medal
given by the King of Italy to the
managers of the society as o token
of recognition of the kind help be-
stowed on the shipwrecked crew
of one of his war vessels by those
very savages who were & terror to
all sailors not many years before,
The third trophy he referred to was
the subscription and attestation of
that great man, the late Mr. Dar-
win, who had once believed that
the savages of that coast were in-
capable of being raised in the scale
of humanity. o

A missionary, describing a
Christian funeral in Japan, says:
“ Some would have considered the
funeral very ‘ritualistic’ The
coffin was carried on & bier borne
by six men for more than two
miles through the ocity. and was
proceded by a Japanese holding
aloft & large wooden cross. You
can always tell the graves of Christ-
ians in the Japanese cemetery, for
they are all marked with orosses,
Episcopal! Congregational, Presby-
terinn, Romen and Greek—all have
the cross for a head-board."”
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