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‘ THE OLD CLOAK viegen L

Somi SOllelS, passmtr during o time of war throu nh a
certain village, asked for: a guide. A poor: old:day
laborer offered himself... It was bittericold and snowing -
fast. The old man: asked seveval of thé. farmers to. give.
him a cloak, but no one paid any attention to him. Now :
there was; an aged soldier, who, wishing to.-get. money
enough to take hini home,*wds working, Wlth the .black: -
smith:. hesaw the,poor, shivering old- m'm, aitd g'wc»
hini an old, cloak. of his own.. Suien o L
The soldiers went on! their Wuy, :md toward evéning ;-

a fine young, officer,. richly dressed.in elegant uniform:!
came info tho. village and.inquired: for. t:he‘man..\vho had: -
given the guide-acloak. . The moment the tendei-hoarted
old man saw-the officer, he cried, < Oh, mercy!. thatiis:
my, son, Rudolf,” and mshmfr fouvmd, 1)1 essed: hlm to:g‘
his bosom.:. S ';
Rudolf had;beenin the army for seveml yefu's, and:

had, by his:br avery and - good: conduct, Tisen to a: lngh
rank. . He had Sought in-vain, for his, f‘mthex and-littler.

thought to find lmn at work.in a small vﬂl‘we, sm\thy AR

But he had caught, & glimpse of .the. old .cloalc: o' the:

guide, and. learned. -the: whole story.. He:knew: it wag

his father’s cloak, and, as. soon as. he could, hqstoned
baclk: to the village.  Father-and son weépt for’joy, . 'md

all the " people ‘who.. stood-.around. ‘wept.. with- them
" Rudolf remained- all, mcrht ‘with! his “father;, and’ in: tbe\ :
“morning: left him:aipurse of gold, ‘and; 1)1 onnsed for the::

future to take caré of him. . e
Every one saidy: “Had the old soldlcl not beemso l\md
hearted, and . helped: the ‘poor old Lmbmer God:had not

talen. plty on him and:sent him back. his son.” -

oA _____._‘»..____.“ ST

:BLIND: AND.DEAF.:

Tz Bible. tells us: that woman is:ito:'he o helpma’ce» to

man, and<the man isto be the' suppoxt of tlie woman,




