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Ambassadors? Court, St. James's Pal-
ace, a beautiful suite of rooms, so
named hecause Ît is situated at the
palace entrance through which the
Corps Diplomatique, and others whom
the Lord Chamberlain has upon his lis t,
make their way to the State apart-
mients. Ambassadors' Court is reach-
ed through a passage just beyond the
Chapel Royal. Passing through the
Gothic doorway one enters through a
vestibule into a spaciois waitingj-room;
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lotted to the Duke of Clarence, and
they were being- put in order under bis
own su perv ision at the time of the me]-
ancholy death of that Prince in 1892.

It is a si-nguilar thing that the Duch-
ess of York né Princess May of Teck)
succeeds hier ouwn grandmother in the
occupation of this sut; and perhaps
more singular stilli k the fact that but
for hi.s deai h she .%ould have lived there
as the consort of the Duke of Clar-
ence, to whom she ~v~once betro)tbel.
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the library and dining-rooms are also
upon the ground floor. Upstairs are
the beautiful drawin)g-roomis whlere the
Duke and Duchess privately entertain.

This suite of apartmients has had
some distinguished occupants during
the last huî,dred years. The Duke of
Cumberland vacated Ambassadors'
Court ta sit upon the throne of Han-
over; and the Duchess of Cambridge
Iived here from 1851 tili her death in
iSS9. Then the apartments were al-

St. J ames's Palace itself ks one of the
most historic casties of England. Away
back beyond the Norman Conquest
the site was occupied by an 1 "ancient
spittel for mayden lepers." In the six-
teenth century this convent stili stood
alone on the borders of the City of'
West minster ; and as he looked across
the park, Henry VI II was struck with
the sylva,;n beauty ofUNit situation. He
forthwvith acquired the convent. By
extensive rebuilding it was transform-


