
On Compulfory Law.s refpeing Marriage.
pn the globe ; but it extends i'ts influence, in a greater or leffer degree, to
all nations that can affume to themfelves the proud name of civilized.,Among
fuch.people, laws have ever been contrived, which, by a ftern inflexibility,
pverpower the voice of nature, and make man fubmit to her imperious de-
crees. T~he follôwing affè&ing fory evinces the.truti of there rcmarks-
,would tood'it were in the regions of defpotilfm alone that fuch tranfac-
tions w«ere to bd found. But in defpotic and in free governments, the fame
:ruel principle will be found to prevail. Even in Britain, which iboafts of

the happinefs her people are permitted to enjoy, the fame law in this rcf-
,peE'prevails. as in that ~defpotic Rate, where the tranfo&ion I ain about to
relate, took place. What follows is a literal tranflition of a -letter from
Rome, which appeared as an article of intelligence in the M rcurio de Lf-paza for the month of December, r786.
- " In this capital (Rome) we haye juft nowr witneffed an event, which
has drawn tears froni every hQdy here. It is five years fince a young gen-
ileman of the-family Amedei. married an- arriable and virtuous young wo-.
*nan lie loved, but whofe birth was not equal to lis. At the end. of one
year, they had a da9ghter-as the-fruit of their love ; bt- this tender union
,was in a fhört tinè, cruelly difnurbed þy the parents and -relations of the
gentleman, who exclaimed againft his Marriage as clandefine, and obtained
lgainR the unhappy young man an order of the Pope, hy *virtue of which>
,hey toie him from the arms of his fpoufe, and condu&ed him a prifoner
to the canle of St. Angelo. A >rocefs vas immediately inflituted for z,-
bulling the'm'arriag.¯ 'Thé gentleman tried every means poffible to prove
thathis marriage was välid, and to make~it be ratified: his wife al](
Ventwih her ciaughter in her arms' and threw% herfelf at the feet of
3er judges ;-biit in' vain.' A fenten-ece was at lait pronounced, annulling
the marriagebl~iging the iother, that inconfolable wife, to write to her
bufband with ber 'own hand, the fatal' news ' "f"their eternal fepantion.Dpprélfed with the moft* cruel defpair, !ie thtis vr to h "rIonmt swote thim: - 1 flnd
knyfef 'undei- the ciuel ixeceffuty of rénouncing thofe fweet and facredýands, which iill nbw hayé held 'our hearts' firmly iunited: but I refign
ýnyfèlf yrith lefs repugnance, 'from the confideration that it will be theýneans ôftermiriating that long and cruel captiviiy which you have 'fufferedfor my fake. -Live free, deai hufband, (this alas! is thé aft time that my
lips will pronounce fo weeta nane) : O live I take comfort ; and if it bepoffiblé hive happy far from me. Since you love the 'mother, remember
ghe dauâhter which fhe lias gïven to you, and take care of her« when yotiknogY that I nà longei exf.; for the grief which this féparation caules to
?ne is fo bitter' fo penetrating, and abforbs in fuch a manrier.the faculties ofy fouil, tht I want ferength to refiflit. - Very foon I fhall ceafe to live

niay mydeath fatiatetheimhumanity of our cruel perfecutors ! God blefàýou Farewel!-arewel!--forever !" Four dayý afterwards, that un-,pappy and tenderif died in horrible convulfions: and her death fet thetèïitleman mat liberty, whofe defpair lias not yct been calmed.


