2 On Compulfory Laws refpefling - Marriage. _
on theglobe ; but it extendsits influence, in a greater or lefler degree, to
all nations that can affume to themf{elves the proud namc of cvilized.,, Among
‘fuch_people, laws have ever been contrived, which, by a ftern inflexibility,
pverpower the voice of nature, and- make man {ubmit to her imperious de-
erees.. The following affetting ftory evinces the truth of thefe remarks—
~would to God it werein the rcgions of defpotiim alone that fuch tranfac-
~ tions were to be found. But in defpotic and in free governments, the fame
* cruel principle will be found to prevail. Evenin Britain, which boafts of
the happincfs her people are permitted to enjoy, the fame law in this ref-
'peft’prevails, as in that defpotic flate, where the tranfaftion I am about to
relate, took place;  'What follows is-a literal tranilition of a-letter from
Rome, which appeared as an article of intelligence in the Mercurio de Ef-
Ppana for the month of December, 1786, _ ' '

~ 7 % In this capital (Rome) we have jult now witneffed an event, which
“has drawn tears from every bady herk, It is five years fince a young gen-
tleman of the family Amedei, married an amiable and virtuous young wo-.

. ‘man he loved, but whofe birth was not equal to his. At the end of one
year, they had a dayghter-as thefruit of their Jove ; butthis tender union
was in a fhort time, cruelly difturbed by the parents and - relations of the
gentleman, who exclaimed againft his Marriage as clandeftine, and obtained
againft the unhappy young man an order of the Pope, by virtue of which,
they tore him from the arms of his {poufe, and conduéted him a prifoner
to the caftleof St. Angelo. A procefs was immediatcly inftitated for up-
hulling’ the marriagé.” “The gentleman tried every means poffible to prove

~ that his ‘marriage “was valid, and to make it be ratified: his wife alfo
fs«(entWi_LH'her Gaughter 'in her arms, and threw herfelf at the- fect of
her judges;. bt in' vain. " A {entence was at laft pronounced, annulling
the marriage, obliging the mother, that inconfolable wife, to write to her
~hufband with her dwn hand, the fatal news' of their eternal feparation.”
Opprefled with the moft cruel delpair, fHe thus wrote to him: ¢ I find
mylelf under the cruel neceffity of renouncing thofe fweet and facred
ands, which till now havé held our hearts’ firmly "united : but I refign
myfelf with lefs repugnance, from the confideration that 1t will be the
- means of ‘terminating that longand cruel captivity which yon have fuffered
for my fake, “Live free, dear hufband, {this alas! is.thé laft time that my
dips will pronounce fo fweet'a name) : O live | take comfort ; and if it be
. -poflible; live happy far from me.” Since you love the ‘mother, remember
ghe daughter which fhe Has given to you, and take care. of her when - you
gmo.v"y" that T no longer exift-; for the grief ‘which - this {feparation caules to
. meisio bitter, {o penétrating; and ablorbs in fuch a manmer.the faculties of
- oy foul, that I want ftrength to refiftit, Very foon I fhall ceafe to live .
may my death {atiate the inhumanity of our crael perfecutors ! God blefs

© You ‘!'-_-.—I_?a::efh}ql }—Farewel !—forever I’ Four days ‘afterwards, that un

- pappy and tendér wife, di¢d in horrible convulfions : and her death fet the

Beolomnan st liberty, whofe defpair hasnot yet been calmed, -
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