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THE QUARREL OF THE WHEELS.

BY THOMAS DUNN ENGLISH.

I sat within my wagon on s heated summer day,
And watched my horse’s flinging feet devour the
.. dusty way, . . A
When suddenly a voice below shrieked out, it scemed
to me—
* You're bigger, but you cannot go one half so fast as
wol

I looked around, but no one there my straining
vision caucht:

We were alone upon the road ; T must have dresmned,
T thenght : X
Then ah;mst at my feet T heard, distinet, a voice’s

soUTHd—
“ You'll never overtake us, though you twice go over
the ground!”

It puzzled me at fiest, but seon the fact upon me
roko——
The fore-wheels of the wagon had thus to the hind-
_wheels spoke. X .
T h?:oned for the anewer, and it came in accents
ow—
* Yau're no farther now before us that you were an
hour ago!™

I waited the reioinder, hut no further answer came:

The fore-wheels were too busy, and the hind-wheels
were the sume:

And though I strained my hearing much, depressing
much my head.

By fore-wheels or br hind-wheels not another word
was said.

The matter sot me thinking how in life one often
LTOWS

Of bitter controversies with the words absurd as
those:

.o many claim as merit what isatter all but fate,

\\xth} success that others make for them exultingly
elate.

Your wise and mighty statesman just before his
fellow set,

Strives, as fore-wheel in the wagon, farther from the
hind to get:

Rolls along in his complacence, as he thinks. to name
and fame,

To find the, journey ended, his position just the
same.

The patient toiler strusgles, but no inch beyond is
mained ;

And he grumbles that, despite him, one position is

. maintained— R

Not reflecting that the Owner who can everything
comtrol,

Bads h}nn ever as the bindmost for a fitting purpose
roll.

Still sneed alongz the wagon by the steady roadster
.. drawn,
Till ends the weary journey, and the light of day has
Lone: :
And all the rivalries of men. the quiet thinker feels,

Are idle as the quarrels of the fore and hinder
wheels.

THE AGE OF NEIFSIAPERS.

Tt is difficult for a membher of this generation
of mankind to realize what life was before the
age of newspapers.  And yet for a very large
share of mankind that age began very recently,
1t was only in the era of the Napoleonic wars
that the habit of newspaper-reading became
universal in the middle classes of Epgland, and
began to extend to the lower social strata. It
was the War of American® Independence that
made the monthly intelligence of the Scot's Ma-
gazine insuflicient for the demands of people
who ln_'ed outside of London, and brought the
Rreat city newspapers to a larger range of read-
ers. [Every great crisis suflicient to produce a
popular excitement has extended the infiuence
pf the newspaper, and has given it a hald which
it retained when the excitement was past. Qur
own civil war did this for American newspapers.
It gave opportunities for enterprise in the pub-
lic service which were rewarded, not only by
present patronage, but by permanent influence.

Yet there are heard a few voices in protest
avainst this vast popularity of the newspaper,
and they are not altogether without reason.
E?h;’gous feeling for a time resisted the innova-
tion of newspaper.reading, although the most
trusted and honored among the religious poets
was the first to welcome the change snd to

~ point-out its significance. Cowper’s *¢ folio of
one sheet” was nnt welcome to all who wel-
comed the “Task.” A Lady friend assures us
that she heard a good man express publicly
his thankfulness that he never had read a news-
paper in his life. It is easy to laugh at such
pnf’ml(‘, but it is well to remember John Stnart
Mill's saying that while the strongest miands
may be looked for in the van of progress the next
strongest are to te found bringing up the rear.
Side by side with this religious conservatism
stands Henry Thoreau, who for years renounced
newspaper-reading as inconsistent with ethical
clglturc. Not vntil the Virginians hanged his
friend, John Brown, did he buy one,—a New
Yaork Herald,~and when he had read it, he
says, he washed his clothes in water and was
unclean until evening !

1t is beyond doubt that even the better class
of nf:ws{mpe.m may be a source of serious injury
to careless readers who are not governed by
strong instincts of right. The broadly indis-
eriminate way in which they depict the daily
life of the world is not calculated to keep the
great lines of right and wronxz before the vision
of such readers as these. Etermal and funda-
mental distinctions are apt to be huried under
the mass of details, indeed, the best and most
th91xg).tfxxl readers need to be on the watch, lest
this constant but passive contact of the mind
with events which should awaken pity, indigona-
tion, or some other emotion, may result in di.
winishing the eapacity for such emotions.

Then, again, the sides of life which the news.
paper is apt to bring out in the boldest relief

are not these whose contemplation is most
wholesome. It is the calamities, the msealities
and the acerbities of mankind that find their
way mest easily into its pages. Somebady onte
took the pains to catalogue the charactors in
“Yudibras,” and showed that England as But-
ler found it was little more than a menagerie of
fools, rogues and hvpocrites. A moral analysis
of the picture of lifs in & nation or a city as
this is portrayed in the daily newspaper would
not show such a lack of the brighter side as is
found in “‘Hudibras,’’ but it would show » pre-
ponderance of the darker elemen's which is not
in accordauce with the facts. This, Eerhnps, is
wunavoidable. It is precisely the darker points
which lend themselves vcasily to the reporter's
uses, while the brighter are less easily worked
up into paragraphs of public interest.

It is unfcrtunate also that newspapers tend to
foster the spirit of excitement ani of unrest
which pervades modern society. Their compe-
tition is to have the latest amd the mwost extra-
ondinary intelligence, as this is the best way to
reach the popular ear. Your newshoy who offers
you the afternoon paper, with the as.urance that
it describes **a horrible murder in the Eight-
eenth Ward,”” knows his publiec.  The “display
lines " by which the journalist secks to attract
attention to his news are a tribute to the popu-
lar craving for the startling and the excitiug.
‘This craving is not a subsidiary and unimpor-
tant passion with us, It has become a strong—
almost a governing,—impulse in the cities and
other business centres of America, [t shows
itself in the spirit of speculation in business and
in the passion for intoxicants. We are not
content to take life in a calm or peaceful fashion,
like the great processes of nature, nil per seltion,
We must have iis changes come with telegra.
phic swiftuess, to keep time with our uervous
excitability, 'The climate tends to this restless-
ne«s, and the newspapers stimulate it until the
quietuess and patience that are the strength of
wise men threaten utterly to leave large classes
of our people.

Again, it may be doubted whether we do not
incur intellectual as well as moral losses through
the constant and especially the exclusive read.
ing of newspapers. Coleridge quctes from Aver-
roes a list of practices which tend to weaken
the memory, such as gezing on the clouds,
riding amorg a wmultitude of camels listening
to a series of funny stories, and reading the
epitaphs of tombstones. The common character
of these acts is that they occupy the mind with
a number of disconnected facts between which
no logical nexus is traceable. Much of the same
sort is newspaper-reading, and with much the
same effects on the mind, It is easy to recall
the dictum of Dr. Rush in his will that they
are ‘‘teachers of dizjointed thinking.” The pos-
session of a memory 8o good that we would call
it remarkable seems to have been quite com-
mon in the earlier ages of mankind. The Hin-
doos carried the ‘“Vedas' and the Persians their
¢Zend-Avesta' across the centuries in their me-
mories. So the Edomites preserved “Job,” the
Jews their early traditions, and the Greeks their
Homeric epics, before the art of writing came
to their aid. There still are Jewish scholars
who know the wilderness of the Talmud by heart,
Hiudous whe can repest the ““Vedas" aud their
commentaries, Christians who know every verse
of the Bible. But none of these people are
uch givea to newspaper-reading ; they would
find that altogether inconsist:nt with such ex-
ploits. Fortunately, the ars artium conserva.
trir brings us corapensatious with this loss. We
do not need to know Homer by heart, as every
(ireek did, when for a dollar we can put a print-
ed copy on our book-shelf. But we have lost
something. There was an advantage in having
stored the mind with a great work of literary
art which is not balanced by the value of the
lesser matters which occupy our attention. ln-
deed, we venture to doubt whether we have
done well to wage an indiscriminate war upon
the processof memorizing in education. Nothing
can be said for the stupid ecruelty which exacted
the repetition from memory of grammatical rules
and dry geographical facts. But if for theso
were substituted some of the great classics of the
language the child would gain wore by their
acquisition in the memory than he will get from

books,” sach as we now insist upon. Mr, Ma-
caulay is an eminent instance of this use in me-
morizatiou.

The general decay of memory, if we are right
in believing that it is decaying, is more than
an intellcctnal loss. Memory is the foundation
of moral character. The degraded races of man-
kind are in no way wmore marked as degraded
races than in their lack of the power of recollec-
tion. It is said that some of the Australian
savages cannot recall anything that happened
three doys before. And the same differences
reappear in the higher stratt of humauity. The
possession of a vigorous and retentive memory
18 8}l but indispensable to many of the socinl
virtues ; the want of it detracts from all.

Yet when all allowance has been made for the
evils which grow out of a careless use of the
newspaper the balance remaius in favor of the
practice of nsing them. The newspaper ix the
great enlarger u? our intellectnal horizon, the
daily reminder of our bouds to the whole of
human kind, the constant admonition against
all relfish and narrow constructon of life and its
duties. It does for us in the space of to-day
what the study of history may do for usin re-
gard to thedp:ust,by lifting us out of the provin-
cialisins and the limitations to which other pur-

suita tend to confine us, into sympathy with the

whoie of humanity.

the most rational exposition of ‘¢ subjects, not ’

FOOT NOTES.

Tuere is to be a Liverpool of the south!
Shoreham is the spot. It has been long talked
of sud often shelved. Now we hear there is
reality in the scheme,§ and that a Bl is to be
pramoted in the next session of Parlinment, by
which the Brighton Railway Company will ac-

uire property rights over Shoreham Hurbour.
:}‘he Bill obtained, then the work will begin,

1s tho savage suddenly tameable ! In the cur
rent Cornhill there is a story about a converted
blazk, whe comes to England, learns to be a
clergyman and o gentleman, retnrens to Africa ng
a missionary to his own people with a sweet
English girl for his wife, but, in n moment of
fienzy, hetakes himself to the life of his ances-
tors.  His wife is so shocked that it kills her,
and the reclaimed one returns te his savagery.
Now, is this story psychologically truo

THe electric light, which has been provisional
in the libraries and dining-rooms of the iouse
of Comwmons, will during the recess become a
fixed ivstitution of the Palice of Westminster.
Why it should succved in the libraries and be
excluded from the House of Comwmons is hard
to say. DPerhaps the only possible explanation
is, that a strouger feeling against any innova-
tion prevails, with regurd to the House itself
than with reference to any of the surrounding
apartments.

THE name of the yvoung lady has been given
and the locality, so it seemva fact. It appears
that she arrived at a certain railwav station and
gave a sowiny machine to & man who, if not a
porter, acted as sach on this occasion, and who
proumised in good faith to deliver the parcel
Having received his remuteration and instrue-
tions, the bearer set out with the machine on
his shoulder. It was carefully coverad aver with
thick paper, and entirely concealed from view,
Whilaabout hall-way to hix destination he con-
eeived the idea that he was in danger. He
thought the dimensions and weight of such a
well-covered parcel were somewhat suggestive of
an infernal machine, and at ouce proceeded to
the Police Office, where he was liberated from
his perilous position,

Tur Bibliothtque Nationale has recovered an
album of reproductions in color of architectural
monuments which iy believed to have been
stolen from the Gaignitres collection by the
rotorious Clairanbault.  Gaignidres was an en-
thusiast whao spent his life and fortune in travel-
ling throngh France and colleciing memorials in
the shape of books, M33. and views which were
executed to his order.  Tn 1711 he entered into
a special arrangement with the crown, and re-
ceived a pension on the condition of leaving his
treasures to the Royal Library. He was after-
wards suspected—perhaps wrongly—of making
away with some of his curinsitics, and Clairam-
bault, who was appointeil keeper of the collec-
tion, used his posttion to tilch many valuable
books and portfolios. The present album is in-
teresting, inasinuch as neariy all the drawings
it contains record rmonuments which have ceased
to exist.

It is sail to be a fact that many school-boys
in B-lgium, France and Germany are actually
driven to suicide by too much study. For ex-
ample, the hours at the Ecole Normale Supéri-
eare, in Paris, are report=d as follows : Five to
seven n.m,, study ; eightto twelve, instruction;
one to three p.m., study ; threeto half-past four,
lectures ; five to eight, study--the stuly in all
cases being in a public room  under supervision.
This means practically that miniature school-
boys are comupelled to work  their brains twelve
and a half hours out of every twenty-four. A
; three years® course of this kind has produced few,
vif any, first.-rate scholars, To counteract such
{ evilsas this the School Board of Baden, in Ger-

many, will hereafter have the local physician as

an ex officio member, whose duty it shall be to

look after the physical health of the school
, children. The idea i3 most praiseworthy, and

might well be adopted in many places in this
country where e(‘ucation is supposed to be
synonymous with *“cramming’ for examina-
tions.

A WRITER in a Londun paper comments as
follows on the slight knowledge of swimming
possessed by English ladies: | never go to one
of our ** seaside resorts ™’ withont noticing how
very few English women there are who appear
to know how to swim. At Brighton, Eastbourne,
or Scarhorough, you will see dozens of girls un.
gracefully bobbing up and down in eighteen
inches of water, but not one in fifty swimming.
Abroad, on the contrary, at Trouville or Beul-
ogne, plenty of ladies swim about in the most
fearless manner. Thig ditference 1 attribute en-
tirely to our insular and idiotic prijudices,
Here, the unwritten law of Mrs. Grundy decrees
that no girl ¢hall bathe with any man, even her
father, husband, or brother, and the consequence
in that few of them learn to swim, and many do
not bathe at all.  Abroad, on the other hand,
where the sexes bathe together, dadies are con-
atantly taught to swim by their male relatives.
The sooner, therefore, that we supersede our
ideas on this point, and allow both sexes to
bathe together, the better--especially for tiin
the ladies,

Gorrrz, the last resting place of the Comte
de Chambord, isa little town, dull and dreamy,
on the borders of the Tronzo, a narrow river
which rushes madly along—the only living
thing in the whole place. It is celebrated in
history as containing the strangely mysterious

. sepulchre of Attila, King of the Iuns, whose

body was conveyed by his followers ta Goritz,
whore the rapid current of the Tronzo was turn-
ed, a deep grave dug at the bottom of the river,
and the remaing of the crnel and pitiless con-
queror deposited therein. The tide was then re.
stored to its usnal ebb and flow, nnd all trace of
the work obliterated. Tradition declurey that the
great warrior lies there enveloped in his royal
robe of eloth of gold, and fully armed with chain
mail of silver gilt, and breastplate richly adorned
with jewels.  Ilis helmet ix of solid gold and the
crest, composed of rubies and emeraldyof untold
value, represents the double eagle with ojen
beak and outspread talous he had chosen for his
emblem. His head reposes on his shield of gold
and his right hand grasps the sword which none
coulld wield but he.

TuERE ig one requisite of a good school which
is too often amitted in the cirenlar and prospee.
tus, It is the sanitary condition of the roams
and premises.  Yery pertinentiy the savitary
engineer cautions pacents who are sending their
children awag for trainiug to make searching in-
quiries as to the character of house drainage,
method of sewage disposal, the source und char-
acter of water supply, the veatilation of schuol-
rooms and dermitories. It is of little use to put
ideas into the mind, if poison iz being infused
into the lungs aud blood by unsanitary condi.
tions. High theories of ethics will avail littls
if they aro not based on a common-sense regard
for vulgar, material health. Lot us have all the
moral preachment which has made up the pros.
peetus from time immemorial, but let there be
added to it such pertinent items as @~ Houxe
drainags in thorough order, and ventilated in
accordance with the rules of the City Board of
Health ;" ¢* the school is ingpected by acosn-
petent physician every month ;"7 *f water sungdy
from & well absolutely free abselutely free from
all danger of contamination.”  Such matters
have already begun to reccive, and inevitabiy
they must become more and wore prominent an
the basis of health and well being 15 better vu-
derstood.

Ix Paris there is 8 most interesting suit of obd
armor, beautifully chased and wrought with rich
wetals, that is now a subject of considerable 1.
terest. It belongs to Mr. Spitzer, an amateur
and a speculator in European antiguities, whose
eollection is valued at about six handreed
thousand pounds, and is one of the finest in all
Europe.  This suit, it seems, has a curious his-
tory that is generally considered authentie. It
originally belonged to Franvis I of Fraues, and
was bought by the late 8ir Anthony Rothschild
for one hundred pounds, and sold by him to the
late Lord Ashburnham for oue thousausd ponuds.
Some years afterward a dealer in curiosities pur-
chased it of Lord Ashburnham for four thouwsand
pounds, and soll it within twenty-fonr homistor
seventesn  thousand pounds.  Its subscquent
history is even more remarkable. It was de.
posited by its purchaser in the Belgrave Square
Pantechnicon, and when that vufortunate buld-
ing was destroyed by fime the armor was burfed
beneath the ruins, Dug out of the Jdébris, it
was sold for a few pounda as old irun. [t sur-
vived, however, even this degralation ; for,
after undergoing a process of renovation, it was
subsequently sold for twelve thousund pounds
to Mr. Spitzer, of Pariy, where it is saxd to bw
now on sale for twenty thousand pounds, that
iz, about one huudred thousand Jdollars,

Sirarpiy, the vandevillist, was a very clever
playwright. His vaudevilles were sparkling and
tlimsy.  He was in all his tissues a Parisian and
had & genius for setting fashions.  As a trades
man ho made astonishing hits.  When he felt
that his literary wir was subsiding he bought the
confeetioner's shop at the corner of the Rue de
la Paix and the Rue Neuve dey Augusting, where
he made money so quickly that he wus soon able
to sell the business at a great price and retire
from all kinds of mercantile enterprize, 1t shomhl
be added that he gave the distinction of a fine
art to confectionery.  What could be more dis-
tingné than the candiad orange blossoms,
vialets, and other sweet-scented flowers ¥ Siruu-
din's shop was to the fashionable world between
New Year's Day and Twelfth Night what the
Boulovard Fair was to the lower orders.  Sight-
seers and purchasers advanced slowly through it
in u queue, entering at the Rue de la Paix docr
and leaving by the one in the Rue Neuve dex
Augustins.  The apparition of a new doll in the
Rue de la Paix window was an event.  Siraudin
wat an end to the reign of erivoline by exhibit-
ing o poupés ** first empire 7’ side hy side with a
poupée *¢ second empire.’’ The first wad made in
the image of the Empress Josephine, and dress-
ed in beantiful old lace and soft tissues that
showed the form they secmed to hide. At once
a reaction set in against the hooped petticoats,
awd the great trades that bad been based upon
the collapsed in a fow monthy,

A VOICE FROM THE PRESS.

I take thiv epportunity to bear testimony to
the efficacy of your ¢ Hop Bitters,”  Expecting
to find thein vauseous and bitter and eomposed
of hud whiskey, we wera agreeably surprised at
their mild taste, just like acup of tea. A NMrx
Ceesswell and a Mrs, Connor, friends, have like-
wise tried, and pronounce them the best medi-
cine they have ever taken for building up
strength and toning up the system. 1 was
troubled with costiveness, headache and want
of uppetite. My ailments are now all gone, 1
have g yearly contract with a doctor to look after
the health of mysellf and family, but I need him
not now. S, GILLILAND.

July 25, 1878, People's Advocate, Pittsburg, I'a.




