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CHAPTER XI1lLL
A DEMAND FOR THE SREVIUES OF 4 GYPRY,

For many years the coast of Kent had been
the resort of a gvpsy family by the name of Lee,
and Jethro, the leader of the tribe, was well
~ known Loth to the coast-guard, and to game-
kespers. . Poaching and smuggling Jethro was
ever ready to engage in, sud the more daring
the undertakipg the better i-. suited his adven-
turous spirit. A portion ol waste ground be-
louging ‘to the P'riory esiate was the frequent
camping ground of the Lee tribe, "aud to this
place resoried such as required the servicss of
their leader. = With him, smuggling transac-
tions in particular were matters  of business,
and he entered into them with a calm and quiet
courage. . L
The services of Jethro being at this time in
Tequest, the agent of the contrabandist mer-
chants sought an interview with that chief. In
visiting the gypsy. in' bhis encampment, the
great danger lay in being seen by the coast-
guand, and to aveid this it frequently became | pepay was seated.
necessary to take a. long circuit, Yet even! ¢ {jn0d evening o yer honour.”
© this practice did not offer full security, as spies ¢ Are voun busvy ¥’ :

were constantly patroliug to detect anything “Neot uow, Why do you enquire !’
identified with smuggling. : * Becanse we have 4 job on hand.”

. The camp of the gypsies was unique in the !  « Name it

sameness of its aspect. At all times the same ‘< Jack Pemlen is coming oOver to-morrow

squalor and apparent wretchedness prevailed. | pightin the Nanrey.”

The gypsy appears to. pnssess an . instivetive ! y

dread of order, possibly arising from his nomadi

habiis, his want of a settled home. There can

be bat little question that to a great extent!

home receives that sacredness commanding so !

much care and attention, not simply because it | ymust be taken with the smooth.  Where do you

is the place of our habitatien, but also from the | run them -

pumerous objects in the shape of f{urpiture, © ¢ 5¢ Baker's Gap.”’

pictures, curiosities, and other matters of trifling ! < And the Philistines ¥

value with which we are hrought into eontact. . ¢ Unsequainted with the mova. Indeed it is
¢ given out that Jack Pegden is gone to Flushing,

to make their education perfect, and so well
had he succeeded, that the -smallest word, or
even a look, was understood by them as being
the sigual for silence or for speech. These
dogs, which before the coming of the agent had
been lying around their master ‘with their eary
onthe ground, indulging in such asleep as is pro-
_verbial of dogs, now that his foutsteps were heard
by thew, lifted their heads, and wagged their
tails, and lookiug up into the face of the gypsy
requested permission to speak., The well-known,
“Who is it ¥ was & signal for them to open
their mouths, and a loud barking warned the
intruder to the exercise of caution. . But a low
whistle given by the agent told that the visitor
was & friend, and in obedience to the ** That'll
do” of the mau, the dogs sunk again into quiet.
Jethro did net muve to receive his guest, but
still sat'in imaginary state, and with a coun-
‘tenanoce as stolid and indifferent asthough none
but himself werv present. - )
“Good evening to vou, Jethro,” the agent
began, as he drew near to the place where the

Y What is her cargo 7*

* Heavy goods ; brandy.”

“Bah ! Hard work and little pay.”

“Then you don't like carrving Kega T*

“1t is alow trade; but [ suppose the rough

Simpdy-a house, iz uot a home ; it is the furai-

ture, however humble, which makes the house | and it is well received.” .

a howea, . - L . ; . { . f'What time to-morrow night do you expect
The camp of the Lee’s was no exception to: (e Naney e . :

the characteristics of its class, and consisted of i £ Xpt Jater than ten o'clock. The. tide at

canvas-covered carts, with ‘their shafts support- S that ‘hour will permit the lugger to run close

ed ut a level by means of resting on two sticks, . under the cliif, and as-a consequence the work

And'sé arranged as to form & erescent outwork will be lighter.” - ¢

to the canvas town' within. | The ijent of the L Pl be there.” S .

gypsies alone showed ' little method, being cir- 1 - ¢ But this is not all I require'of you ; I must

cular in shape, snd so placed as to form irregu- ' have your services to-night.” :

lar streets, while around them, and forming the -« For what purpose !’ S
detail of ‘the residence of this  fogitive Tace, i “* Preparations must be made for secreting the

coxlx{u:oxxtzbo:x?detl. . 0 : N ! ’h‘d i goods until épportunityis afforded to take tham

L Wus towarc evening when the agentreached ‘gway. The Nancy can bring evera large cargo,
the encampment, and in the lurid glare of the ! and’if the weather be fine Jack will Joad ber to

fickering firelight were to be seen the children ! the gunwale.”
of the tribe tutnbling around injuvenile'glee, i . “Iow 1o you wish them sécured I'" -
epconraging that hardihood of nature which in ' ¢« You will have to_ practise vour old dedge
after-life was to distinguish them from the more™ ypon the hay.stack.” . =~ * -
refined of the human rzce | while & number of {7« dgn’t Tike that job.”
the youth of both sexes were busily employed | <t {¢'too hard work, aye "’ . :
in making clothes-pegs © from the willew, of | *“Nnly fools like hard work ; the man who
brooms from the hireh. The more hardy of | owns an oviice of wit should learn tolive by it."
the young men were engaged in the gypsy de- ©° ‘s that vour motto ¥ . T
light of wrestling, or in courting a cracked i *“ And vours ton, I'shonld imagine. Let me
‘hea.d fromx a blow in a game at single stick ;  see, the Teon riscs at twelve oelock : well,
while the hags. of the tribe were attending to have the fellows ready, and if hard work 14 to be
calinary matters, or in counting over thespoils * my fate tomnight, | suppose | must submit toit,”
of the day: plundered from the simple-minded by ¢ % W)} the gontleman stay and sup with ua?”
the act of fortune-telling 5 and one or two of the " enquirsd 2 woman,  fine specimen of the gy psy,
- more expert among them: were diligently teach- . and the wife of ‘Jethre, who had silently drawn
ing some of the datk-skinued bLeauties the ‘art: pear to the place where the two men wers stand-
and mystery of palmistry. This eccult study was * jng. ‘
. being pursued under difficnlties, and was fre- . ' Not to-night; Rachel,” returued the agent.
quently interrupted by the boisterous play of the ¢ We have for supper as finé a brace as ever
young men, made more Loisy for the . purpose of " run wn four Tegs."” C e - o
distracting the students.from their studies, who . 1 must beg at this time to be excused.”
as they cast upon. them wide-long 'glanecs, © “ You house-dwellers are afrail. of coming
accompanied - with bewitching smiles which . into teo elose association with the gypsy. For
showed their pearly teeth, drew downon them-' your own purposes you are glad of our services ;

selves the rebukes of their teachers, ut when you can dispense with them, you then
“ Jethro was 'at home when the agent reac

*'the eucampment,” but sitting. in ‘silent dignity 1~ < Silence, Rachel,"” said her hushand.
apart. from his people as became the leader of )
~ thie tribe.” That-chiel was at that hour busily © gentleman knows it to be tiue. " -Let me per-
cogitating Lis - future . course, and aiding his suade you, sir, for once to sup with the gypsies,
o effort by means -of smoking’ a short cluy ‘pipe, and 1'[l ‘stake the honour of or tribe that you
»\vhm‘-!x bad been uied by:the gypry as a kiln for * shall not regret i1, The . forefathers. of Jethro
-buril(;x%hmag-xzzténgs‘ :J tol;?c.cp tha,}l hatd;r}ot ! were _famous._ for hospitality, and the stranger
- pass rong Castom House.  That: pipe | was
*was the closest. lriend of the gypsy ; it had been ' tents,” S : ;
“-along time in his possession, and if sacredness | This cunning sppeal of Rachel to the virtues
be.a virtue: of such a race, it was elicited from. | of har husband's family, ‘stirred -the. pride of
Jethro:in favour of that-short clay tnbe which * Jethiro, and diew forth his own effort in support-
- hgd”l&e"dhl‘, solace in_ the hour of disappoint- | ing the invitation extended by his wife, The am-
+ ment, and-a"collector of hu,-'fug;t!ve thoughts | bition “of Rachel was to break through ‘the
when. required. to be - exercised' in delitiernte { restrictions’ of -her class, -and.to. place-herself
,"“f;,’;‘”]f T l ol t : fJn th ‘f =7 more on'n - level with the house-dwellers; This
o~ The frequent exploits. of -Jethro, both from | ; ‘
Uie cantion and cr:u]umug it -r;ql;irf’ed to rednee . who pigued themselves on- their exclusiveness,
. Mem {0 a'soceessful jasue, made it essential for © and looked in contempt on. those amung whom.
. Him to refain’in hiﬁ,ser‘v’ic‘é a number of well-'! they wandered. “M‘o'rgi;thmi:{'drié .'si:anegiif “con-
“irained and faithinl dogs.. ‘The Jife and liherty " fusion had arisen. in the encampment :throogh
f:the gypsy: 5o frequently depended on the' the inordinate: wish’ of this woman, a scene’
mgacity of these  creatares, that hie had studied ‘which taxed f ‘teader to

jon

ched : despise cur persons, and shun our sequaintanes.”” |

“*Do 1 spesk-wrong in what 1 say? The

never permitted uninvited to pass their|

i desire was . gonerally - unwelcome. to  the tribhe, .

rednco the opposition, and to obtain for her the
toleration to oceasionally indulge in this matter.

*::|'Being now assailed by the invitations of them

both, the reluctanco Trom prejudice he felt to
partake of .the hospitality .ol the gypsy. gave
way, and- the ageut consented to rvemain.
Rachel was in ecstacy, aud Jid ber best ta pro--
diice a proper effect on his mind.

“"Mhat ol ‘canvas covering of Jethro's court,
concealed many an satique article for table use,
which had been. in ‘possession of the tribe sinee
the period  when they were a family of import:
niice.. “ These “were now ‘spread -on the green
sward forming. the table for that an}\per party.
and as they %iltered_ in the-light of the camp
fire: attracted the attention of the "guest; and
would have disturbed the quiet of ‘many a
virtuoso, “The effect of the wealth ﬂnin!o_\'ed.
upon the stranger was carefully regarded by
Ruche!, who hastened to relate the tradition
associated with each article, ax well as to tell
out its real history. = i

“The pleasure 'of the gypsy woman was un.
bounded, and differed widely from -the feeling
of the agent, from whose miud neither the sight
of the gypey’s wealth, nor the attention paid
him in serving up the repast by thoso swarthy
beauties, the daughter and relatives of Jethro,
could remove the nauseating thaught that what
was placed baefors him was not of the most dis-
gusting nature.  There was no reason to think
that the roasted creature resting before them on
a sitver dish of antigue pattern and costly valne
was not & hare as declared ; indeed, from - the
appearance, aud from the fact that it wight
have been obtained from. a neighbouring pre-
serve, there was every probability that such was
the case; but he had heard that dogs and other
canine were eaten by Gypsies, aud on this ocea-
sion Lis mewory acted as the enemy of his
stomach, . . .

A very litile hare, and a good deal of brandy,
formed the supper of the. agent, who took the
earliest opportunity - for quitting  the camyp,
under the plea, that making arrangements for
the work of the night ealled him elsewhere.
Abont twelve o'clock Jothro hiuiseli also left
the eamp'; for the woon had begun toshow her
gibbous form above the horizon, and the hour
for commencing his labours was st hand,

S0 well-tmined were the dogs of Jethro, as to
distinguish a coast-gnard, or game.Keeper, and
even a constable, nt sight, snd un seving either
of them, would at ence returs amd give the
sigual of approach to their master. The courss
of the gypsy en leaviug the camp, wasidirectrd
towarsd first sssemding the hill, as though his
work lay far awayx, and on reaching the top to
move cautiously along for the distance of 4
mile, aud’ then by a sudden turn ‘descend into
the valley, and doubling bisown track reacl
the place appointed, - This cauvtion was imper.
ative, ‘a3 at night the-encampment was wlten
closely watched, : : :

To conceal contrzband geods o that distiring,
when ' immediately landed, and. before they
could be ronvceved to a place of more permansus
security, taxed  the cunning and inventive
geniuy of such: as were” emploved jn the tr:
Adoe method was, and a suceessind one, to remave
the intrerior of i havstack, so as toleavs the four
walls of suflicient thivkness to prevent it callap.
sing, snd then to A1 13t up with smnggled
goods.  To dw this requited an amount of skill ;
and although in this attempt Jethro had many
rivale, vét the work they performed was pro-

‘novneed ‘s failure when compared with that

done by himself. Un the district the gypay was
awarded the eredit of beings first-rate artist,
and this put his services in-frequent demand.
As hia ciass,’ Jethro did. not love weork, bmt
having discovered his capability to manipulatea
haystack in & manner required by the smuggler;
he submitted to his fate, and tried: to relisve the
hardship he was pridestined to endure by charg-
tng a Jnrge sum of money for the work he per.
formed. . FEAE [

On ' reaching - the sevne  of Lis nperations
Jethro commenced an attack onthe hay, and
in a faw hours converted wt into & receptacie for
holding the treasures to ho Janded the following
night. " According to promise, the agent had
brought to the spot men'and horses, and aa the
hay was removed it was earried froni the field,
leaving not so much 04 a siraw in a positicn o
attract the atiention - of _the. most ‘curions.
Before parting, it wos arranged that such as
were to tun the goods brought by. the Naney,
should meet-the next night, and under the

Jeadership of Jethro proceed to the place of land.

CHAPTER XIV. -

U DIGKITY SACRIFICED TO REVENGE. .

ing.o

" 'The:Naney, which waste bring over the goods,
was & fine versel, ‘and. commanded by the most
daring fellow infesting thé const at that lawless
time:- Jack Pegden was not only.a smuggler,
rohbing the revenun, but he was also s greater
enemy to hia country inacting nsa French spy.

In trading ; between. France and. England: this |

man never ran any risk” of belug.caplured and

detained as a: prisoner of ‘wari for. the small.

pucket of yapers He sarvied with him were  his
paasport, and afforded him s hearty welgoins by
Ahe Frenchman, o0 o0 FTE
. On.this‘ocension, as the weather promised. to.
b finie, the smuggler justified the stitément of
the agent to Jethro, anid loaded: his: vessel so
heavily ‘as to: biring her down'in® thie ‘water to a-
dangerous point, - But it was -little ho:'or hia
cerew cared for thin, for to.thase rockless fellows
danger was aport, | the thanght o

Vg

wiatter for Jeat -xix\l‘thdugh; tho sky was clear

when the Nancy lefr tho shores of France, by
‘the time she had got hall-way across, a dense foy

wettled down upon: the' wes, shutting out from
view every distaut - objent. = This “state of the
weather wag not unfavourable to the adveunturs

14

of Jack Pegden, who possossed the common con.

erit of the sailors” of his'day,” and boasted of
being able to steer his vessel into the eyeof &
newdle.  Such o ‘muarine effort wonld certainly
have been most astonnding, yet vveén the em.
ployment of such an hyperbole is an evideneo of
the skill possessed by thoese men over their craft;
Having, therefore, started on her voyage, the
Nancy came bounding nlong under foresail,
mizzen, and great “jib, the wind’ being abeam,
and as she bent to the gentle gale the waters
hissed around her bows as though she were being
pursued by a host of serpents furious for her
captare, o : . -

* Keep a good look-out ahead,” was the order
given by the skipper; and the man  stationed
for sucht purpose strained his eyes to penstrats
the mist, in the hope of being abla to discover s
signal from the shore. '

‘“How iz her head 7* was the enquiry now
made, and the answer was : :

** North-east by east.!”” -

* Keep her awny a point and haul in the jib .
we are getting near to the “land and have tos
much headway on har,”” :

“* A light ou the starboard how £ shouted the
man on the look-out, and before an answercould
be given the white cliffa were seen looming i
immediate proximity.

¢ Lower the foresail; - my lads? hissed rather
than bawled the skipper; and as the large aur.
fac¢ of canvas cumue running down, the vesye]
struck on the beach. The Noaney had beep
directed to the desiradapot, and ax she grated
on the strand the ** Al right " of tha shoremen
told’ that the coast was clear. ANl new was
bustle, bat without confusion, and the hatahex
being thrown off, the cargo was distributed, and
every man in waiting was laden with two kegs
of brandy. '

* Baker's Gap,” the spot once g0 notorious ay
a place for lawding contraband goods, is now al-
most forgatten in the distriet. " A more loval
and taxipayiog rage have arisen, whe think of
the doings of the past and blush. That Gap was
the work of a stream running dowu the siallr-s of
& promontary knows ax Copt Point,  Starting
at the foot of the distant bills and meandering
in & ciremitous reute over the tabledand, it
reached the edge of the clitf and leapsd on the
heseh below in o foaming cancade. Ry slow at-
trition, the sparklivg waterin haste to reachthe
sea, had worn furitself a bed, which formed a
gully or gap, that the smugglens ascended with
theic contraband wealth. “This ascent seemid
easy 1o the passer-by, but 1o attempt to clamber
ite wides 4 the boarer of a couple of kegs of
brandy, was no erdinary effort. More than one
that night, workink ander the command of
Juethro, 1o climbing the precipitous sides of that
ruggred path, came down to the beack in a raged
descent in o wanner certainly not convenient.
The zreater yumber of thoss employed belonging
to the gypsy tribe, it gave their leader the ab.
silute control aver them.

The haystack Jethro had prepared for reeniv.
ing tha goods, teing not mwore than s 'quarter of
s wile -disgtant from the place of landing, and
the men having deposited ane lot in safety bad
returoed, and wers agsin ascending the as.
clivity, hedded by their leader, wheo a dark
Bigurs appeared to them standing outan front of
& projecting rock.” On perceiving this object,
Jethto, in alewd, hisding voire, shouted to hia
men--* Hist ! halt 1" -Obedience to his com.
mand  pelng promptly given, he remuved the
burden from his- shoulder,” and, snatehing a
pistol from  hix belt, cocked it; ax he ascendsd
toward the place whers the figure appeared.

“CWhoare you I'* sternly demanded the gy sy,

* Don't be a fool, Jethro ; put up that bull.
dog,’ “-was the irnmediste reply.

1 beg your pardon, Sir Uarry s bat | had no
thonght it wasyou.'” = -

‘“f dare say. uot’; you thought it to be one of
the coast-guard.”

1 did,:and had it been he mungt-have sub-
mitted éither to be’gageed or shot.” :

“*fGiagged, of course,. The man must be a con-
summniate fosl wha would be shot for nothing,
when he conld obtain the sum of ten guineas for
stmply wearing'a piece of ‘wood in his mouth
for an houror two,” : ,

“Some of them have a conscience,” said the
gypsy fronieally, - 7

* Conseiency, indeed d. If they-have they are
a pack of fools ; ‘hut cateh ‘the conscience of a
const-guard ¢coming out of doors when the sum
of ten -guineas lays its finger on the Iateh.”’
+¢CThat may be, but this-is neither the time
not place to “diseuss suchi a subject.  Did yer

| hanour see auy oné aboul s you came along?’

4 Notso muchas ndog.’” -+

' So.-mueh the better.. . Come an; my lads t”
shouted Jothro to his men: Obedient to their
leader, tho - fellows again “eommencod climbing
‘the clillf with the kegy, while the gypsy remained
to talk with the buronet. oo 07

<4 went to.the eanip to:inquire for you,'" said
Sir. Hnrry, and ‘lflachcrgnvc mo an intimation of
your whererbouta oL S

Tt shiould ndvise’ yon not to frequent the
eamp tonoften: - Yollow Diok is. positively mad

with vou, and if you ‘pensist {n going. I cannot

be hold responsible for the consequences that may
follow. " I'have already employed my authority

-to reatrain hia fury, but he secretly -swears that

if he catches

yout nenr the encampment ho' will

| e



