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CLARA’S QUESTION.
: n\'indsr: TERKY COOKE. =

Clara King laid down her Bible on' the stand
and looked out of the window. It was the first
day of November, and a dull, cold rain filled the
streets with taud ; « few Irish women were on
their way to early mass, and here and there a
brown sparrow hopped about looking for his
food ; - otherwise there were brick walls. The
outlook was not plensant. - Clara was a teacher
in one of the city schools, working hard week-
days, so hard that occupation kept her from
thinking that her father_and mother and sister
all lay in Felmouth graveyard, and what other
relatives ‘she had less near and dear were scat-
tered far and wide. Dut this was Sunday, and
as she finished her morning reading and looked
out of the window while she waited for the bell
to ring for breakfast, she could not helpa dread.
ful. scnse -of loneliness settling down on her
heart. . 1t is true there was o Bible full of com-
fort before her, but she was tired, lonely, chilly,
and the day was all gloom.. She remembered it
was November, the month of Thanksgiving;
and before her rose like a vision the cosy, warm
kitchen at her old home, her mother mak-

_ipg pies at the cross-legged table; . father
filling the: brick oven—:always heated for that
festive  uke—with long"wood ‘shavings, Matty
dressing up the sitting-room with bitter-sweet
and ground pine, while she herself pured apples,
strained squash, or stitred the’ cranberry sauce

on the stove ; and without the sen sparkled and

roared close by, and the low cedars on the Point
rushed and writhed in the keen wind. Then she
had found the old red house small and. incon-
venient, and longed to get away, to se¢ more
people and live a less quiet and monotonous life;
now, she would have given anything she could
give tobe back there with those three again, She
would have no I'hanksgiving this year; she
must stay in her cheap hoarding-house, spend
the long day in her chilly room or the dark,
squalid parlor below, and have no ray of light
from past or future to be thankful for. Never-
theless Clara was, and meant to be, a Christian
woman ; the flesh is weak many & time when the
spirit is willing, and she had not learned thelast,
greatest lesson of the. Christian life ; that we
live Ly daily bread alone ; - that even heavenly
manna did not provide for the morrow’s food,
only for to-day. She had been reading the first
four psalms, and out of them but one clause of a
verse remained with her : ‘

““Who shall show us any good ¥’

She heard this over and over with curious per-
sistency ; thinking of what- her life would pro-
bably be; a long streteh of hard, ‘lonely work,
a homeless old nge, a death among strangers.
Bitter tears 1olled down her pale face as she en-

‘tertained this -speetral trouble, and pitied her-
- self so carnestly for ‘that- which as yet was not

~“here.  There are thousands like her,  poor child !’

thousands who borrow trouble, millions beside
who have it without borrowing ; but of these
last shke did not think.

Strangely enough, the minister who preached

thatday in the ehurch she habitually attended
took for his fext the very line that had hauuted
“her. He acknowledged that this was a common
query among the unhappy of this world, but
went on fo say: . :
¢4 11 we cannot really find any good—which is

a proposition I do not mean to- dispute, since a
“person’in the state of mind which asks that ques-
" tion is unable and unwilling both to see good-
nes, even if it were found for them—Ilet us leok
forevil, Thereis enough of that lying about
us in every path ; we are not any of us “all alone
unhappy,’ though we are. apt to think so. 1f
“there is a soul in this ‘assembly which has
/-ever asked this question in bitterness of spirit,
~" then, oh, dear soul! let me bescech you to be-
~gin this very day dnd see¢ what evil you ean find
besidé your own, to keep it company. - Go and
measure your sorrows by your neighbour’s'; put
plummet and line  to. next-door. or .next-room
miseries and find out wherein the scale of human
wretchedness you staid, - It'is veal comfort. to
the mind of man to define and establish its posi-
tion. . If you are once awdre:of evil, you can do
something toward its itigation, and your own
bitter experience will help.you to sympathize
with others, it may be to help: them ;. though

- that is scarce to be expected from’.one who dis-
bolicves in good. - "This is @ good day to bogin' ;-
it:ds almost time for the feast” of Thanksgiving ;
and you who-are not:thankful, since the. day
gives.you no oceupation, ought at lenst to. dis:
cover others' who ave also unthankful and tell
them how much less their sorrows are than yours,
1f'you are Christiang, or think you are, go and
prench to them these bad tidings of tribulation
-and gee what andiences you' will have. - Since
you do not accept the gospel.for yourselves, ex-
cept in nawe, go'and ‘sce. how others live with-.
outit.” Yes! go fill your.soul with husks, and
then come back, il you:cannot come till then'to

- your: Father's. house and sit down “ind . make’
: merry.in honour.of yourirepentance,’s - 70"
*=:Clara heard: no further’;: this strangoe-outlook
7 from her; ewn''stand-point’ so shamed’ and cons’
" frorited hér” that ‘she went: home astonished .at
““herself, yot in’ a state of despondence still, for
-'she did uot knew what to'do; where to ind an-
- other discouraged human Yeing, - “She was a di
rect, simple-minded creature, in-the best sense
of . simple,”” and ‘so ithe sernion came home to

- her for herself, not for:-her neighbors.  She looked
" about het'at the “ten-bnble“that emging: with a
new insight:;. was it possible that :

‘unhappiness right' nnder her eye

It might be

. 80,-8he thgpgl_l_t; a3 she lq’q}_gegl at: Miss Allen; an

she could find

elderly woman, who liad & room en the fourth
story, just above her own, and went out dress-
muking. - Clara had never spoken to her hefore,
but to-night she happened to sit next her; and
ubserved that her face was sad as well as grave.

¢ It has been a disagreeable day, Miss Allen,”
she said, by way of making conversation.” .

€41t has beeu a dreadful day !” - returned the
poor woman, with asigh.

“ Did you get out to ehurch ?’ dsked Clara.

“Oh, no! This weather gives mo the rheu-
matisin  so "1 can scarcely come down to my
meals,” . ’ L .

Here was an: opening. - One word led to an
other, and Clara found that the peor' woman was
so disabled by pain that her work was delayed or
suspended, ‘her daily:bread precarious, ‘and be-
sides being poor she was also friendless and no
longer young. Here, indeed, she found evil, but
finding it forgot her own miseries-in” consoling
another’s. - It was not much to-bring Miss Allen
into her room where her one Sunday evening
luxury, a small fire, filled an open ‘grate, and
where an easy rocker rested the:half-crippled
limbs of. the sullering woman. *She rested here
for an hour or'two, told the young girl:her sad
story-of loss, and pitiedfClara’s loneliness, and
then crept up to her”own™ bed, 'cheered and
helped. ‘ : n

“1t’ll seem so good,” she said, ““to think
you're right under me. I'shall not feel half so
lonesome."” ' S

¢ Knock on the floor, then,:if you are ill in
the night and want me,’’  Clara answeved, ¢ 1
shall be glad to help you if 1.can,” and she went
back to her room full of plans: to:make Miss
Allen more comfortable ; she would carry her up
one of the flaunel sheets she  had brought from
Falmouth, and paste one’of her windows with
strips of paper about the sash-edges. It was so
near her bed.  She went to rest'in quite another
temper from that of the morning; though she
did not know'it.  The next day.had its own
work, the dull routine of school, the recurring
lesson, the stupid -children. - One: was absent.

“Do any of you know where Sally Blair is
to-day ¥’ she asked. ) :

“‘ Please 'm she’s down with a broken leg,”
snid a boy who lived next door to the Blairs. So
after school Clara went down ‘into Elm street,
and hunted up the honse. " 1t was an old brown
tenement, - where four - families lived, " but in-
quiries enongh led her to the back room on the
second story, and opening the door to a grufl—
“ Come in,” she found ‘Sally stretched on a cot
in the corner, her half-paralyzed father in a chair
by the fire smoking a clay pipe, her mother at
the wash-tub by the window, two dirty babies
tumbling on the floor, and the whole room filled
with that indescribable odor of dirt, grense, fiy-
ing, soap-siuds and tobacco, that is so often the
only atmosphere the poor: know. . Mrs. Blair
wiped her hands on _her apron and set a chair;
the man nodded -and-laid down. his pipe; the
twins looked up in surprise,-and: Sally: began:
toery. o ' e DT
+ Certainly - Clara had found ovil ‘here. - Sally
was:so_glad to see her, however, that she felt it
repaid- her coming, and the twins ceased their
noisy play while she sat there talking gently and
tenderly to the child who had become, a burden
instead of a*help to that poverty-stricken fumily.:
When she at last left them, promising to: come
again, -and” picked her: way back through'the
filthy, fogey streets to her: boarding-house; just

”

on a'waiter ; .it was for Miss Allen; .and’Clara
volunteered to take it up. : |
quite helpless and . very tearfully glad to see:a
kind face. Clara made her more comfortable in
a few minutes, and searcely observed that her
own.tea was cold and her butter soit because she
_came late to her supper. - Her Bible that- night
seemedto tell another story to- her heart ;- her
little room full-of the home:tokens .and touches
she had . brought -with her, seemed: no’ longer
sad. . 8he:was filled with :the. contrast’ between:
its. appliances and comforts” aud’ the: four:bare
walls, the'wooden chairs, :the uneasy bed above
her and .the . grimy, . oppressive poverty of the
_Blairs’ home. ~She  did.not. even remember to
pour out her_own sorrows in herprayers, she felt
such an earnest | desire that these others should

be helped and comforted. .

- Now shie liad two new interests in-herlife, nnd
the days seemed too short s she could make Sally
a warm sack out’ of . one.she had to°spare, and:
little.woollen ‘dresses for the twins from'a' skirt’
that had ontlived its usefulness as far as'she was,
congerned ;7 also out of : her scant. earnitigs she
could now and then take the ¢hild an orange or
2 few cracikers. : ‘Then there was a daily visit to
pay Miss ‘Allen, a book from -the free library to
read to'her when the room 'was:not too” cold 6.
sit in, n fower perhaps that some kindly seholar
had brought her,-to light up the invalid’s room ;-
or a fresh piece of tonst:which she persuaded the
cook to let her make herself, . ini i n

ards Thanksgiving ;

% So_the days went on towa
other ']l)eople' boside’ Clara‘ had heard  that ser-
mon whichso impressed her. > Mrs. Armstead;
‘whose husband was_ the pastor: of theichireh,
“had taken it to her-own heart ;' her boy . went to
the sehool where Clara was o teacher, aud liked
‘Miss King with boyish enthusidsm. Ilis mother,
-too, had - watched her . sad, delicate face :across.
the:church, ‘and. now . that Ianksgiving timé
drew near, she thought of the  «i

Clara: ‘was both - pleased. and:surprised’;  and,
.showed ‘all her better self, ‘to genuine:
sympathy, 70 :
S Are you going

;ileltil' o

within the door she.met the .tablegirl  coming:
out of the dining-room with some tea and toast:

She found her friend

‘much’of the South as he can.::

- Rep bonny

L 6| BrigIT re
PRI A h E ltll k]'nd]yi' ‘al
provision; “and.: went.one: Saturday:io ‘see her: {:

Clara’s eyes filled. ‘I haven't’any:home !”
she snid ; and’ the “words -had scarcely -escaped
when ‘a‘gentle kiss tonehed - her forehead, 70

¢ Poor little soul 1”:snid  the ‘motherly - visi-
tors: ¢“You are then the’ very person:l want to
see. You must’ come and:fake ‘your: Thanks-
giving “dinner with us; Johnny thinks-Miss
King is.¢ just bully.” Torgive' the slang,: dear,
it is’ Johnny's greatest compliment’; and you
ought to- know Mr, Armstead since’you attend
his church. .1 shall expect you right.after ser-
vice ; don't forget !’ S )
* And with another kiss she took leave. A
1ittle thing  to do, perhaps, :but giving a great
Pleasure. . Clara'felt as if the sun shone into her
room all that.day, and in‘the church porch the
next morning, a bow aud smile from:the minis-
ter’s” wife  seemed . to ‘make the  church “itself
homelike. R ‘

Thanksgiving day came at last; but before
it came Clara  had learned its lesson ; in the
want and suffering of ‘others she found fresh
knowledge of her own comforts and blessings;
works -had vindicated and re-kindled her faith ;
her prayers were. vitalized by the spirit of; Him
who eame to seek and to'save thelost; and sharing
his labor she shared also His recompense. - It was
with a heart fully attuned to the hour'that she
sat “down in her seat. to:hear Mr. Armstead’s
sermon, " and as. she turned to lier Bible to
follow the: seripture veading, her eye fell‘again
on that text of the query ; and with a full heart
she read and received it all. oo

““’Chiere be many that say, who will show us
any good ?. - Lord 1ift thou up the light of thy
countenanece upon us. Thon hast put gladness
in my heart more than in the time that their
corn and their wine increaséd.:. I will both lay
down in peace and sleep, for thou, Lord, only
makest me dwell in safety.” - = e

Clara’s question was answered.

' TAE GLEANER.

Tite Baroness Alphonse de Rothschild, nde
Anspach, has just-presented her family with a
son. - As the weaker sex is in majority in the
rising generation of the Rothschild clan,” this
addition is a'subject of much satisfaction.

Sir Crarnes DILKE, it is reported is about to
marry a second wife, a- daughter of the house of

JRothschild, *The first Lady Dilke died several

years ago, and: her remains underwen$ crema-
tion at her own request in Germany. o
London - Trth i—° Lord: Grantley ‘marvied,
last week; Miss K. MacVickers, a young ‘Ame-
riean lady, who has aequired fame:from her
beaunty. - It is eurious how many American girls
marry Englishmen.: This is because they know
how to'make themselves pleasant. .

:“Miss Dupy Frercirer, who will shortly b

Lady! Wentworth and/in:the; future: Countess

Lovelace; is the, grand-daughter, of the eminent
divine; Dr; Cmesar : Malan,: of .Geneva,” Switzer-
land; dnd ‘on ‘her father’s-side:belongs: to’the
family ‘of that:wise and beautiful Grace Flot-
cher; who was Daniel Webster’s first wife.

- A-PARISIAN was on trial recently. for stealing

‘some. ¢andles,-and the:counsel ‘was examining

witnesses who “had bought from ’him. “One of
them:said'that; though -he had:suspected :the
‘candles had been'stolen he had bought a franc’s-
worth, ~but that.in - order not to encourage rob-
bery he hail paid for them with a bad franc,

Mr. CEORGE -AUGUSTUS  SALA; who arrived

‘recently.in the Scythia, is described asa robust,

animated full-blooded ‘Englishman, tall; with a
face full of expression that changes rapidly to
suit-the yapid apprehiension of any.new topie of
discussion, “He chats'in high spirits wihan ap-
pareitly ‘almost exhaustless fund “of vitality,
mental and ‘physical, to draw upon. - On the
trip over, as the captain said, he was tlelife
of " “the cabin: table. - His : fifty-first " birth-
day fell' during. the: voyage, on the 24th: insti,
and’the passéngers astonished him:with a.f<tes:
timonial’. in - theform "of 'a* document  full’ of
‘pleasant’words,” handsomely -illustrated by Col.
Hezard, s a” fellow-" voyager.” "Mr." Sala,’ “after
spending ten diuys in - New York; wishes to push
southward to- Philadelphia, - Baltimore, :Wash.
ington, and'so on into Virginia, and: ‘thénee' to
New: Orleans.: ‘Ie ‘especially: waits .to'see as
: fe would like to
spend the winter'. in Florida. : He  wounld: be de-
lighted to lic out in an orchard and eat oringes
under their native skies.:: He has been a suflerer:
from "asthma; and’ thinks:a’ change of :air and
cliniate will do'him good. R

'FASHION NOTES.

-eolor-is ngain in fashio

ets are the rage in Paris.
0T Tiew costumes are of two materials.
‘' Prinée Imperial is a new shade of violet;
Loovs. of silk are fashion .

] ery “fashionable’ trim-’
ming.: ; " ; AT
.~ ARTISTIC tapestries are use draping’ vel-

\'e_t‘:dre'ésgé
-CLOAKS of
forwee toddlers, = . o
A amaryllis may -
-at the florists’.
'OCRATIC Japanese. w
nd'lil

white lambg’ \\',@)«ql"vclqth' aro shown

c

ceasion-

N

bilvlvl)sv

AMONG costly novelties in ‘fur is
ver fox, a mulf of which'costs $80..

AFRICAN grue. is a new fur th

R\)lssianﬁ ‘8il-

‘popular fqr triwmings and sets. o it .
derclothing is Japanese

& :\vil‘llbev vefy

A xuw material for un
sitk—a soft, uncrushable fabric. " L :
STYLISH wrappers, open in” curtain fashion
over & front breadth:of gray broonde. - G E
T'roricAL plants ave much lower in price this
season than they have been hieretofore. - . ’
Soe persons ;who “profess ‘to know say .that

hovey from teasel bloom i8 the choicest.. '’

Tug newsilver foil for covering' bouquet -
stems looks something like gros grain silk.. "~ /-~ o
¢ LovE lies Dleeding,” is another name for
‘the feathery crimson coxcomb, now plentiful. == - "
GoxLp, ruhy, amber ‘and sapphire beads are
formed into costly passementeries and fringes. -
WarsTcoATs reaching to the knee, with large
pocket flaps, aré amoung jhe very latest navelties.
Nrw ulsters are so tight that only the dress-
shirt can be comfortably worn underneath them. :
Maxy skirts ave raised on one side only, and
waists are long, lacing in the backs as in the “Reanq'
sance pariod "~ - S ST .
A old ‘fashion that is very pretty has been
revived.: It is the lacing of dresses with gold cord over
a white chemisette.” AL

Drzssns, except: for
Fuil-banded  bodices, gathered at
shoulders, are to be‘\.\'om. . .

"SoME of the newest evening dresses are mad :
with  Medieis trowts of satin, on "which fowers are
painted by hand in water colors. ’

LAcE is’ worn in masses, ruches, thick ruffs
and paintings, tripled and quadrupled, in order to pro-
duce the most - becoming ellects. . :

ASTRACHAN fur and_cloth, so long popular,
have entirely disappeared. The fur was handsome and
becoming, but the cloth imitation ruined its sale.

“fullest . dress, are short.
the. waistland - on the

BRELOQUES POUR DAMES.

NoritINe so quickly dries a woman’s tears as
a kiss. ’ ’

Nexr.to a'wife the easiest thing for a poor
man to get is to ot into’debt. i . o
Tng reason’ why - women' prefer . canaries to
parrots is because canaries can’t talk back, . "~

Tur new style of wedding invitation] will -
read ;¢ Mr, -and : Mrs. Proudfoot: respectfully request
your presents at the marriage of their danghter,” ete. :

WuEN: a young lady has money: -everybody
kuows it, because shie- puts it in an open worked purse
and holds it in her hand so every one ean see it.

WALKING parties are ncéw becoming fashion-
able in the country.. They are generally the most en-
joyable when made up by ‘1wo persons presumably
cousing.” L L

Tur woman who doesn’t begin now to answer
that she is " just’ 30 years old-may be caught vapping . -
next year when 'the census-takers start out to pillage
the country. c i Lol e

WHEN: Naomi -stood up to- get married and-
the clergyinan :usked her if she, was sure she was: four: -
teen years oid, it must have been a’terrible twist: for her
to adwmit that she-wis 580, TN

¢ HAVE you 'in your -albumany original
poetry 7! asked one youuog lady of another.. * No," was
‘the reply, ' but.some. of my friends have favored me
with original spelling.” . . R .

FAsHIONABLE cooKing clubs cousist of a heap
of young ladies. who want a square. meal and one old
woman who knows how to cook it.: T'he only good re:
sult is that the old woman gots paid for her work. ™~ =3

e b B o ) ks
~To be. just big enough- for the .girls to flirt:
with and not bave spunk enough to return’.the compli- .
maent, is the distressing situution of many a young fellow
who has bis first glenming of thought about his  coming
moustache, ™ T Tt : ST

SevERAL young. men were sitting:together,
and o young lady happened to approach the vicinity. .
One * real sweet,” youny fellow, seeing, ns he supposed,
the young lady looking at him, remarked playfully, and
with u becoming - simper, **Well; Miss——, you needn’t
look at me as though you wanted to eat me.” ** Oh no,”
sweetly replied the young lady, I never.eat greens.”

Two . ladies, | both' over 45, but each still
youug in her own estiuiation, are travelling on tlie Con-
tinent -togetuer. . They ‘send letters‘home, of course.
Mme. de 3. writes to her friend :- ** I am’delighted with
my travelling : companion. " Mrs. C. is 4" truly adorable
woman. She takes care of me in a most motherly way."
And Mme. C.'wriles” exactly. the same thing:to her
friend. " Naturally.the -two letters are read to an admir-
ing-ctrele of ‘ladies wud gentlemen,  and they laugh a
.good denl over:the highly ridiculous pair, each of which
ig trying to pass for the other's mother. D

- Parry. TAKENOT, o bright, frisky little five-
year-old miss, went for the first time to the’ infant de- ..
-partment of the Sunday-sehool:- ! What was the golden *
text, birdie?"’:was the anxious. inquiry of the fond mo.""
.therwhen her darling got:-home.:* O, I don't' know,
mamina;;but there was' Susie: Dresswell,’ she had on
sach a“love of u hat1:: It-was dark blue, trimmed with -
light blue and  brown silk, and’ the:front had a’ white
-rotiche; and she hid on a lovely: dress'with brown silk’
ribbons aud a brown: ‘circular cloak .without pleats.” O,
she was lovely !"’."The girl is mother t¢ the woman.”. -

. CONSUMPTION CURE
_"An old physician, - retired
having - had place

rom :practice, .-
in his:hands by an’ East:.
India;missionary-the formula of & simple.veget- .
-able’remedy, for the speedy. and: permanent cure :
“bronchitis, - catarrh;i asthma; -

of “eonsumnption, i
and all‘throat and lung “aitections, also ‘s posis
tive.and radical cure’ for nervous: debility and .
all nervous complaints; after hiaving itested its:.
:wonderful curative powers in thousands of ‘cases,
-has-felt it his duty.-to make it/ kiown to his
snffering fellows.;: Actuated by this motive, and
" desire to'reli ing, Iiwill send,
: 8

relieve: liunan suffe

German, French; or-Engli: §
‘addressing with stamp; namin

W She 149" Powers’ ‘R




