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XVII.

« Other deputies were now arriving by differ.
ent alleys. As nine o’clock strudv we drew near
the hall, M. Bailly and two secretaries at our
head. Some Gardes-Francaises were before the
door. As soon asthey saw us coming an officer
in command appeared and came forward ; M.
Bailly had a lively discussion with him. I was
not near epough to hear, butit at the same time
was stated that the door was closed to us. The
ofticer (the Countde Vertan) very politely justi-
fled himself by his orders. We were indignant.
In the course of twenty 1ainutes the Assembly
was unearly complete; and as the officer on
guard, notwithstanding his politeness, would
not allow us to pass, several deputies made a
vigorous protestation, and then we ascended the
avenue nearly up to the railing, in the midst of
great confusion. Some proposed to go to Marly
and hole the Assembly under the windows of
the chéteau: othets sald the king sought to
plunge the country into the horrors of civil war,
and starve it. and that nothing similar had been
seen under the greasest despots, Louis XI., Ri-
chelieu and Mazarin. Our indignation was
shared by balf Versailles ; the people, men and
women, surrounded and listened to us.

« M. Bailly had left us about ten ; we did not
know what had become of him, when three
deputies came and informed us, that after hav.
ing removed our dccuments from the hall by
the help of the commissioners who accom-
panied him, he had betaken himself to a large
hall where they usually played at lennis, in the
Rue Saint.Frangois, nearly opposite my lodgings
and that this hall was large enough to hold the
Assembly. We set off escorted by the people to
the tennnis-court, descending the street which
runs along the back of that part of the chdteau
which is called ¢les grands communs,” and we
entered the old bullding about twelve o’clock.
The affront we bad just subjected to was suffi.
cient evidence that the nobility and the bishops
were tired of temporising with us, and that we
must expect further insults ; and we should be
under the necessity of taking measures, not odly
with a view to assure the fulfilment of our mis-
sion, but also to guarantee our own existence.
These people, accustomed only to employ force,
knew no other law ; happily we were near Paris
which counteracted their plans.

« Let us goon.

« The hall of the tennis.court is a square build-
ing about thirty five feet high, paved with large
flags, with neither pillars, beams, nor cross-
beams, and the roof of thick planking ; light is
admitted by windows very high up, which gives
a sombre appearance to the interior. All round
it there are narrow boarded galleries; we bad
to traverse them to reach this species of halle
aux blés, or covered market, which must have
been along time in exisience. Under any cir-
cemstances buildings were not erected in stone
for a childish game, It was deflcient in every-
thinr, chairs, tables, &c, They were obliged to
fectch them from the nejghouring houses. The
master of the establishment, a little bald man,
seemed pleased with the honour that we did
him, A table was 8et inthe middle of the hall,
and rome chairs round it. The Assembly. The
crowd filled the galleries,

« Then Bailly mounted achair, and began by
reminding us of what had just occurred; he
then read to us two letters from M, the Marquis
de Brezé, master of the ceremonies, in which
that nobleman communicated the order to him
to suspend cur meetings until the royal sitting.
These two letters were written in the same
terms; the second merely added that the order
was positive. In coneclusion, M. Bailly recom-
mended us todeliberate on what plan we*should
adopt.

« | need not try, Malitre Jean, to make you
understand our emotion; when one is the repre-
sentative of a great people, and one sees this
people insulted in one’s own person—when one
calls to mind what our fathers have suffered ‘at
the hands of a stranger class, which for hun-
dred of years has lived at our expense, and now
endeavours to keep us in subjection—-when but
a few days previous you are insolently reminded
that the superiority of ¢ the descendants of our
haughty conquerors over the bumble posterity
of the conquered’ is graciously forgotten for a
moment ; and one then sees that by means of
insolence and t ickery they are seeking to per-
petuate the same system with us and our des-
cendants ; then, if such treatment be not de-
served, we are ready to sacrifice all to maintain
our rights and humble the pride of those who
humiliate us.

« Mopnier, calm though indignant, had atruly
great idea.  After having shown us how rtrange
it was to see the hall of the States-General oc-
cupled by armed men, and us, the National As-
sembly, at its door, exposed to the laughter and
insults of the nobles and their servants; torced
1o take refuge in a tennis-court, that our labours
might not be interrupted; he coried—¢ The in-
tention to wound us in our dignity had been
openly shown, and it warned us of the liveliness
of intrigue and of the rage with which they en-
deavoured to drive our good king to take disas-

trous steps; and in this state of things the
nation’s represeniatives had but one course to
pursue—to bind themselves to the public safety
and the country’s interests by a solemn oath.’

« This proposition excited great enthusiasm,
every one comprehending that the union of the
good causes terror to the bad; the following re-
solution was immediately passed :—

¢ «The National Assembly, considering that
having been invited to deter ine the constitu-
tion of the kingdonm, effect the restoration of
the public order, and maintain true monarchic-
al principles, nothing can prevent the continu-
ance of its deliberations, in whatsoever place it
may be forced to establishitself, and that where
its members are met, there is the National As-
sembly :

« ¢« Resolved that all members of this Assem-
shall at this instant take a solemn oath never
to separate, and to meet wherever circum-
stances may require it, until the constitution ot
the kingdom is strengthened and established on
a solid hase; and the sald oath having been
taken, that all and each member shall coofirm
by their signature this irrevocahle resoiution.’

« How pleased you would have been, Maitre
Jean, to see this great sombre hall, us in the
centre of it, and the people all around; to hear
the hum of astonishment, satisfaction, and en-
thusiasm ; then the president, Bailly, standing
on a chair, reading to us the form of the oath,
amidst a religlous silence ; then suddenly our
hundreds of voices, like a c¢lap of a thunder,
burst forth in the old bullding with, ¢We swear
it ! —we swear it!”

“ Ah! our ancestors who have suffered so
much ought to move in their graves. I am not
& very susceptible man, but I had not a drop of
blood in my veins. I never believed such hap-
piness could be in store for me. Near me the
curé Jacques was in tears ; Gerard de Vic was
very pale; at last we fell into the arms of one
anotber.

« Outside, shouts of applause extended over
the old town; then it was I recollected this
verse of the Gospel, when the soul of Christ as-
cended to heaven—: The earth shook and the
vell of the temple was rent in twain.’

« When quiet was re-established, each in turn
approached the table and took the oatb, which
the secretaries wrote down and each one signed.
I never wrote my name with so much pleasure ;
I laughed as I signed, and yet I could have cried
—what a grand day !

¢« One deputy, only, Martin d’Auch, of Castel-
paudary, signed ¢ Dissentient.” Valentine will be
happy that he is not the only one of his species
in France, and that another son,of the people
loves the nobles better than his own race—there
are two of them !

«The opposition of Martin d’Auch was in-
scribed on theregister. And as some suggested
sending a deputation to his majesty to repre-
sent our profound grief, &c., the Assembly ad-
Jjourned to Monday, the 22nd, at the usual hour,
resolving that, if the royal sitting took place in
the Salle des Menus, all members of the Third
Estate would remain there after the sitting to
take into consideration their own affairs, which
are those of the nation.

¢« We separated at six,

“ When he heard what had taker place, the
Count d’artols, surprised to find that it was<
possible to carry on deliberations in a tenuir-
court, sent to engage it for his own amusement
on the 22nd. This time the poor prince thought
we should flad no refuge anywhere.

¢« The nextday the kKing sent us word that the
sitting would not take place on the 22nd, but
the 23rd. It was prolonging our anxieties ; but
tbese profound geniuses had not taken into con-
sideration that at Versallles there are other lo-
calities besides the tennis-court and the Salle
des Meuus, so that on the 22nd, finding these
two places closed, the assembly first betook
themselves to the Recollets Chapel, which was
not large enough, and then to the Church of
Saint Louis, where every one was at his ease.

« The grand plan of M. the Count d’Artois
and the princes de Condé and de Contl was thus
rendered abortive. One can never think of
everything. Who could ever have supposed
that we should go to the Chureh of Saint-Louis,
and that the clergy themselves would come and
joln us there? Aund yet, Maitre Jean, these are
the great men who have held us 80 many ages
in abasement ! It is easy to csee now that our
ignorance only has b2en to blame, and we can-
not reproach them for it. Silly Jeannette Pa-
ramel, of Baraques, with her great throat, has
more wit that they.

¢ Towards midday, M. Bailly announced that
he was informed the majority of the clergy was
aboul to visit the Assembly to verify the powers
in common, The orurt had been aware of this
since the 18th; it was to prevent this meeting
at any hazard that the Salle des Menus had been
closed to ur, and that preparations had been
made for a royal sitting.

« The clergy firat congregated in the choir of
the churchb; then it joined us in the nave, and
we had again & moving scene ; the curés had
gained over their bishops, and the bishors
themselves were nearly »'. rallied to the cause
of good sense.

« One ecclesi ! ¢ only, the Abbé Maur they

son of a shoemsaker  of the Comtat-Venaissin,
felt his dignity wounded by being confounded
among the deputies of the Third Estate. Oune
does see strange things in this world !

“ Notwithstanding this abbé, of all his order
the greatest opponent of this union, documents
were examined, and sveeches of mutnal con-
gratulations were made ; after which thesitting
was adjourned, to be continued the next day,
Tuesday, in the usual place of the assemblies,
the Salledes Menus.

“ We now come to the 23rd, the day of the
royal-sitting.

«« The next morning, on rising and opening
the shutters, I saw we were going to have very
bad weather ; it did not rain yet, but the sky
was overcast. That did not prevent the street
being full of people. Some instants later Father
Gerard came up to breakfast, followed by the
curé Jacques. We were in full dress, as on the
day of our first meeting. What did this royal
sitting indicate ? what had they to say to us?
Since the evening before we knew that the
Swiss and the Gardes-Francalses were unler
arms ; there was a report that six regim=nts
were marching on Versailles. While at break-
fast we heard the patrols up and down the Rue
Saint-Francois. Gerard was afraid something
bal was going to happen—a coup d'état, as it
was called—to compel us to vote the money and
then send us home. The curé said it was rather
like saying, ¢ Your money or your life,” and that
the king, notwithstanding his complaisance to
the queen and the Count d’Artols, was incap-
able of striking us such a blow as that. I
thought ns he did. But as for knowing the ob.
ject of the royal sitting, I was no farther ad-
vanced than the others. I thought perhaps
they might try to frighten us<; however, we
were soon to know what we were to expect.

¢« We set out at nine ; all the streets abutting
on the hall of assembly were thronged with
people already ; patrols came and went ; peo-
ple of all sorts, citizens, workmen, and soldiers,
seemed uneasy ; every one was distrustfal,

¢ The momeut we came near the hall it be-
gan to rain; a shower was imminent; I was
on before, and I hurried. About one hundred
deputies were standiug before the door at the
grand avenue; they were not allowed to enter,
while the clergy and the nobility passed with.
out notice ; and a8 I arrived a sort of lacquey
came and told the gentlemen of the Third
Estate to enter by the Rue du Chantler to avoid
obstruction and confusion.

¢« M. the Marquis de Brezé having had so
much trouble in finding places for all in their
order the dy of the first meeting of the States-
General, had, I suppose, adopted this plan on
his own responsibility.

“ We began to grow angry ; but as it rained
fast we made haste to reach the door of the
Chantier, expecting to find it open. But M. the
Marquis de Brezé had not placed the two first
orders to his satisfaction ; the back door was,
therefore, still closed. We had to take refuge
under a sort of shed on the left, while the
nobles and' the bishops entered boldly and
majestloally by the Girande Avenue de Paris.
M. the grand master of the ceremonies did not
put bimself out of the way for us; he thought
it quite in the order of things to keep us wait-
ing; we were only there for form's sake after
all. What are the representatives of the peo-
ple? What is the Third Estate? Only
canaille! Doubtless asuch was the opinion ot
the marquis, and if peasants, cltizens like my-
seif, had some difficulty in digesting these
affronts, revived from day to day by aspecies
of upper-servant, imagine the rage of a uoble
like Mirabeau; his hair stood on end, his fleshy
cheeks trembled with rage. The rain poured
down. Twice our President had been turned
back ; M. the marquis had still to find places
for some great personages. Mirabeau, seeing
that, said to Ballly in a terrible voice, pointing
to the deputies of the Third Estate—

« Monsieur the president, conduct the nation
before the king "

¢ At last, for the third time, Ballly went up
and knocked at the door, and the marquis con-
descended to appear, having, no doubt, finished
his noble task. That man, Maltre Jean, can
boast of having served the court well. Our
president declared that if the door was not open-
ed, the Third Estate would retire.

«Then it was thrown wide open; we saw the
hall adorned as on the first day, tue benches of
the nobility and the clergy occupied by the
splendid deputies of these two orders, and we
entered wet through. Messleurs of the nobility
and some of the bishops laughed as we took our
places ; they seemed quite pl d at our dis-
grace.

¢« Those things cost dear,

“ We sat down, and almost directly after the.
king entered from the other end of the hall,
surrounded by the princes of the blood, the
dukes and peers, the captains of his guards, and
some gardes du corps. Not & single cry of
“ Vive le roi I” was heard on our side, Silence
wgs instantaneous, and the king said, ¢ That he
believed he had done everything for the good
of his people, and it seemed to him we had
nothing to do but to finish his work, but that
for two months we had not been able to agree

over our preliminary operations, and that he
owed to himself to put a stop to these fatal dis-
sensions. He would consequently dsclare his
pleasure to us.’ ’

¢« After this speech the king sat down, and a
secretary of state read us his wishes.

¢« Art. 1, ¢« The king wills that the ancient
distinction of the three orders should bs pre-
servel entire, forming three separate chambers.
He declares null the deliberations taken by the
deputies of the Third Estate on the 17th of this
month.’

« Art. 2. ¢« His majesty declares the powers
valid, verified or not verifled, in each chamber,
and comman-ds that suca declaration be com-
municated to the other orders without any more
hindrance.’

« Art. 3. « The Kking annuls all restrictions
which hive bcen imposed on the powers of the
deputies.’

« S0 that every one of us could do as he pleas-
ed, grant subsidies, vote taxes, alienate the
nation’s rights, &c., und without attention to the
wishes of those who sent him.

- Art. 4and 5. ¢ If deputies have taken a rash
oath to remain faituful to their mission, the
king allowed them to write to their respective
bailiwicks to be relieved of such oath ; buat in
the meantime they would retain their plaees,
to give weight to the decisions of the Stiates.
General.

« Art. 6. ¢« His majesty declares that for future
holdings of the States-General ne will allow him
no instructlons to be given by constituents.’

« Withoutdoubt because the cheats who made
a traffic of their votes would know one another
but too well among the honest men who fifill-
ed their mission.

¢ His majesty then indicated the mode in
which he desired us to conduct our proceedings,
In the first place we were forbidden in future
to discuss the anclent right of the three orders;
the form of a constitution to be given to future
States-General ; seigneurial and feudal proper-
ty ; the rights and honorary prerogatives of the
two first orders. He declared that the especial
consent of the clergy was necessary for every-
thing that referred to religion, ecclesiastical
discipline, and the law of regular and secular
orders,

« So that, Maitre Jean, we had only been sum-
moned to pay the deficit -and vote away the
people’s money ; the rest was no business of
ours; all was well, very well, everything would:
be as it was, as soon as we had found the
means !

« Ater this had been read the king rose again
to tell us that no king.has done as much as he
in his people’s interest, and those who continue
to retard his paternal intentions were nnworthy
to be looked upon as a Frenchmen.

« Then he sat down, and his intentions as to
taxes, loans, and other financial matters were
read. '

« The king wished to change the name of the
taxes. You understand, Maitre Jean, the name.
Thus the land-tax joined to the vingtieme, or
replaced in some other way, became more ac-
commuodatiog. Instead of paying a livre we
give twenty sous ; instead of paying a co:ulector
we shall pay a tax-gatherer, and the nation will
be eased.

« Never did a king so much for his people !

¢ He wished to abolish lettres-de-cachet, but
maintains them out of regard for the hounour of
families evidently.

« He was desirous of the liberty of the press,
at the same time carefully restricting the pub-
lication of wicked gazettes and badly-disposed
books.

« He sought the consent of the States-Gene-
ral to raise 10ans, only in case of war be assumed
the right of borrowing up to one hundred mil-
lions to begin—¢ For it is the king’s formal in-
tention never to put the welfare of his kingdom
in dependence upon any one.’

¢« He also wished to consult us on employ-
ments and offices, which would preserve for the
future the privilege of conferring or transmit-
ting nobllity.

« In fact, a great medley on all sorts of things
was read to us, on which were to be consulted,
But the king always reserved to himself the
right of doing as he liked. Ourgoccupation was
to find the money. In that respect we always
had the preference.

« His majesty began Lo address us once more,
and sald—

« ¢« Reflect, gentleman, that nat none of your
designs, none of your arrangemeunts, can have
the force of a law without my special approval,
I am the natural security for your rights. It is
I who constitute the happiness of my people,
and it is perhaps seldom the ambition «f a
soverelgn to request his subjects to agree on
accepting his good offices.

¢« «] command you, geuatlemen, to separate
yourselves immediately, and to repair to-mor-
row morning each of you to the chamber des-
tined to your order, to recommend your sit-
tings.!

* At last we were putj in our place. We had
been sent for to vote muney, nothing else. If
parliament had not declared that all taxes had
been till then illegally levied, our good king
would never have had the idea of convoking us,




