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ADA DUNMORE;

OR, A MEMORABLE CHRISTMAS EVE.
: AN AUTUBIOGRAPRY,
_ BY MRS, LEFROROX,
Authoress of i Antoinebte de Mireceurt " @ Avmand Durand: "

“lda Berestord;™ «The Maner House of de Villerao;™
“Eva Huntingdon ;" &c., & .
PART SECOND,
CHAPTER 1l —Continiied,

She left me und T entered. What a reem for a governess!
‘This was not the traditional carpetless floor with its small
wash-stand, solitery chair and shabby, old-tashioned com-
fortless bedstead,  No. - A gracetul French eonch with clouds
of muslin drapery, deep bay windows, whose gilded cornices
upheld curtains of delicate lace, & earpet glowing with roses,
together with lounges, ensy-chaies, and, wondertul clilax ' a full.
leagth mirrar fn which the governess might study and admire
herself, if so disposed. 1 sank intu a seat, overwhelmed with
agreeable surprise.” Was the clegant style of my apartment
ta be taken ag ancindication of the sort of life 1 was to citer
en?  Wax my path at Elmsford to be strewn literally witl,
roses, wnd mysclf to live henceforth in a species of Bden ?
“ Patience! time will show,” [ thought, but philosophicallyas
U strove to feel and think, my heart was inwardly overtdowing
with gratitnde, not only to Him who so kindly protected ane
avoured me, but to these who, instruments of  his hwunty,
evinced such regard for a poor obseure dependant, Determin .
ing to uever avail myself of the intimaiion 1 had received b
ring for assistance ir vequired, 1T set about stoothing my hai
wied removing the traees of travel and dost from my outware
appearance. The dress 1 put on was exceedingly =imple,
though it wis my best, but it had at least the nerie of fittin
perfctly, Soon atter Maggie, the majd-<ervant, came to s
that = Mri. Sherwin was ready to see me,” .

With a beating heart, though an outwardly ealin exterior, |
followed her, wondeving all the while what that lady wonbhi b
Hkeo After descending the stides we entered an exquisitely mr-
nizhed apartment letraving evidences not only of wenlth, b
wi Tetinement, in the paintings, stttettes and artivles of piren
advrning it My wuide then raised o henvy damask  curtaiu
whivl bung betore an srched opening at the far end and held
it aside for ine to puss, Ldid so ami found mysetin aodress.
ilg-room firted-up with the same axury as the apartmienat |
bhad just letr, Reelining ot & couch lay o beantitul thoygl
tragil--looking womat, dressesdt with an exqguisite taste, a -
ined clesanes that illed upe, notwithstinding my tide-lon,
indittereiee to such things, with sceret ndmimtion,

“ Haw ife you do, Miss Danmore? Pray be seated U she ox.
cliimed in a vaice, the charm of whose naturally sweet tones
and musical modulations was eonsiderably impaired by a cor.
win drawling ~ort of intonation, evidently acquired, 1 hop
you had an casy journey—Croker savs you had 7

I buwed, murmuring some words of COUrtesy,

* I must introduce yon to vour little pupil,” she resamed,
# Ab. here ~heix! Fairy, darling, come to me s moment =

As she spoke, the damask curtain was im petuously draggemt
aside, and Fairy, or mther Helena Sherwin, inade her appear-
ance. She was truly a lovely littde creature, with magnificen:
wolden hair and faultless featnres, wetll deserving the pet
pame that bad beeen bestowed on her, 3

*Come here, Fairy, and sprak o Miss
ber maother,

Dunmons™ repeated
“She is your goveritess,” S

Fairy paid no hivd whatever 1o the injunction, st stooe
motionless, honouring me with a long full swre.

“ Well, how do yon like her® cuquired Mrs, Sherwin
smiling,

“ I don’t know.” answered the child, <lowly, = but | tind her
prerty.” ' a

Was I inistaken, or did Mrs, Sherwins delicatels arched
vrows really coneract at this childish reminrk 7 Certain it s,
she imputiently, reioined ;

# Nonsense! Fairy! Personal remarks are ill-lred,
me, Miss Dunmore, are you acquainted with musie 9

I regret to shy, madam, that 1 know nothing of it what-
«ver, | had hoped that when Doctor Jackson wrote, he wonld
have explained thnt [ am very deficient in most of those fecom -
plishients which ace looked on as almost Budispe nsablic in s
governess of the present day ™

= True—trug! 1 had forgotien. " He did explain all that, and
I remewber safing ot the time it was of comparstively triding
impormnce, s Fairy conld have masters for misje and draw-
ing.  But ['was told that you were s thorough mistress of

Teli

Halian ux well as Frencl, und a giwwl Euglish scholar.  Is it
not <07

[ bowed my head in the affinnative.

# Yon will begin then, by correcting Fairy's Italinn,  After

inf

finite worry and teouble we sueereded in procuring her s
Pirdmontese maid, whom we kupt for the last two years, and
whe used to chatter in Htalian at o wonderful rate : but, imagin-
Iy horror on discovering lntely that she spoke n vulgar conntr
patuis, no more like the silvery languigre of Dante and Metas-
tasio, then the dialect of some ignorant country wirl is 1ike
the English we ‘

the pre<snt maid, who mangles her native Freneh as merci

lessly wx that wretched Picdmontese did her Italian,  You

: . i
# As Fairy pays no heed whatever to the injunctions off hee !

nu.sg, or of Croker, 1y vwn woman, it is o you 1 will Jook to
ensure that she never goes out without a hat or & sun-bonnct,
at least, in the day-time, lest her. exquisite skin should gut
freckled or tanned."” '

This important charge 1 received with due gravity and stood
insilent expectation of any further commands,

“ Will you go with Miss Dunmore, Fairy ?
you out of your pretty new bhuok.”

<4 No!" was the laconjo reply.

“ Well, we will not ask my pet to-day.  To-morrow will be
time cnough to con You will please come down at
six this atternoon, Miss Dumnore, to take n widk with her in
the grounds.”

I agnin retired, this time unrecalled, and mnde my way back
0y own room,

Dinner was tronght up by Maguie, who told me that 1 was
always to dine at noon with Miss Helena in the small dining-
room wdjoining the nursery, but, owing to our Inte aeeival, her
young hndy iad had her dinner slready.

She will teach

[Tl
.

CHAPTER IV,

Pexerianty at six Udeseended to seek my tittle charge, accord-
ing to my previons iustrictions, und, as I approached Mrs,
Sherwin’s room. the aceents of a refined, manly voice 1edl
sharply on my ear, the damask curtain proving hut w very
slight ubstruction to the transmission of sound.

“And 5o she does not know music?” said the voles, bt is
acipuninted with Latinand Greek {0 Why, she mnst be a <ort of
gritiin!  Tell me, Fairy, is she not old and ugly o does'nt <he
went blue spectactes amd ke suuft?”

< No, indeed, papn, shie ismtat all HiKe thit, bot shee s tall
and pretey,” -

Becoming suddenly aware that T myselt was the abjeet of
this diseussion, 1 retreated again into the hall, fecling it would
Lo an inopportime moment to present myself; aind stood there
considerably  embarrassed, T owis relieved by heacing the
tinkling of o bell] folbiwed by Mrs, Sheewin's voice dive ting
a mid-servant 1o fev Miss Dunmore know that
wittited, :

After a moment’s delay 1 oentered, toeling <omewhat uneom-
turtable, for the previens speculations as to my pevsonabappear-
anve, indubged in By the master of the honse, were nod of oy
Hathre to put me at my ease, Lonnging in an cisy-chan withy |
Fairy perched on his shoulder, was a0 strikingly handsocan,
cleguint-looking vorny man, and onwy cnteanee, the g
bright cyes of this gocd-tookiug personage woore suddetidy and
intenely bent onomyselt,

o with Miss Dunmores, Fairy, tor your walk,” ~aid AMps,
Sherwin : Imt Fairy, into whose pretty hewd the thonghin o
obeying her mother’s comneunnds never seenned Lo enter, reso-
Tutely kept her ground,

+ Do you hear, child 2 Doonot keep vour governess waiting 1

The litthe lady's only reply was to tichten ber grisp on e
father's thivk jetty curls,

i Sherwin, put her down at onee amd do nat eneourage o
thus in disobedience,  How loagr is Miss Dunmore 1o pilay
pativnee thep

“What ean b da ? said the young man, slowly removing his
scrutinizing eyes from my crinsoning Gee, @See ! she wilt aot
Tet ga” and he strove to disentangle the tiny fingers <o
sely wreathed in his hair,

“Come with me, Fairy,” [at length said, driven desperte
by embarrassment. -1 will show you how o make protey
chains and necklets ont of elover Blossoms,”

Yielding to this tnpting oifer the vonmng reled desevnded |
from her perch, snd quictly went out with me throneh the
glass door that opened on the vloseeent, weltekept bswn, say-
ing: I mustshow vou fiest where to fined thean

After o few minutes walk, we arrived at 5 pact of i
grounds where the thick gruss was plentifully studded with
white and red clover, and 1 entered on my tnsk. My owiy.
ward little charge was delighted with any skill and insisted
not only on a chuin and bracelets, but alse w swreath of the ©
preity simple blossoms. The ornutaents completed and b
vomingly adinsted, we both retnrned hoanewarnd, for the hony
had fully expired, ™

Leaning against the doorway through which we had fassad
ont, stoctd Mr. Sherwin, and g we came in sight, bes pniseqd his
eve-glnss and direeted his gaze fullin our direction,  Advane-
ing under sueh elose serutiny was anything bat pleasant, andd |
Iiinwnrdl_\- felt both humided sl drrvitated,  Callinge te my
aid iy natural pride, of which T began to discover | Praseessed
a very fair share, I watked stowly amd calmly np o the house,
concealing the embarrassment 1 really experieneed ander an
vautward show of tranguil inditference,  Mr, Sherwin neither
drupped hir evesgluss, nor desisted from his sertiny titl we i
were elose to bim, and he then negligently moved a bitrhe |

shue

was |

v

speak.  Nina wus sent uway and sncceeded hy |

understand now why T lay such stress on. the subject we are |

diseussing.  Fairy has had a miserable beginning in twa

lauguages, and your must correct the isehief as effectnally ax

youwran,  For the rest. | think you will find your duties light,
tor she is porsessed of wornlerful talent and great nainral qnick-
ness. Her canstitution, however, is very delicate and does not

permit of hee being contradicted or opposed on any account. | which T had entered to myself.. Brought ap as | hued been

cvxclugively from the day my eyen first operisl to the light,

A~ 1 have already lost three children, von mny  jndge how
anxious and particutar | sm on this point.”

Fwould willingly bhave dispensed with this gratuitons nsey-
mnee of the extent of Fairy's abilities, as well as of Jor jin-
munity froan anything in the shape of reproof or opposition,
the more especintly as the litth gird, whose large eves wer.
sl fixed onomyself, heard every ward of the ill-_iu'dgwl -
warks ; but | dared notexpross anything like diesat infaction -
and interring trom Mrs. Sherwin's sinking lack on her sofa,
that our interview was atan end, | bowed low and retioad, |
was suddenly recalled; howevor, by the lady, who earnestly
excliimed w8 I re-enteréd . hoer presenee s « Oh, there in on
important duty and care which will devolve entirely on your-
self, and ta which | trust you will pay the strictest atienijon.”
Expecting some recommendation shout lier daughter's char-
&cter or moral training, I bent an wttentive ear, and Mra. Sher-
win continued :

were loaded with the rarest, Brightest jewels, instead of ordi-
: y I . )

'

v or shabhy apartment conld not be found in the establisinnent,

CLgave notokens of the surprise and admivation | secrelly
i feltiand now on entering that temple of eleganes, the drawing.-
o

i
i
i
1
1

i
P
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ceound it bae gat down at onee to Fairy's flower chain.
“Sherwin placed hergelf at the pisno, and, after running over a

aside, leaving ns but a very small space to erush past him.,

“Leok at my trinkets, mamma! They are proettier than |
yours," joyfully exelaim-d Fairy, vand, see, | have a whole
apron full here, and Miss Dunmore iz going to wnke me more
chains and crowns with them.  Come into the denwing-room,
quick ™ and she impntiently twitehed iy dress,

Mrs, Sherwin's satisfied smile betokened how well plensed
she wan at the good nuderstanding aircudy established between
her little danghter and my=elf, nnd rising, she said, & We will
all go into the drawing-room rogether.™ .

Whin' Aladdin, in the lale of the ¢ Wonderful Lawmp,” de-
seended into the magic garden, where the trees and shrubs

nary fruit, the sight could searcely have proved nore novel
and dazzling to hiin than did the features of the new life on

in our scant, cconomival home, with its carpetloss, half-cmpty
roomy, dingy, dark passages, and time-stained, discoloured
walls, what a contrast did not the siry elegance, the tastei)
richness and luxory that reigned at Ehasford present !
beggan now 1o comprehend the kecret of the churming ronm
that hiad fallen to my share,

Such a thing as an ill-furnished

With a reticenec arising probubiy from iny peenline eduention,

room st Elmsford, 1 searcely allowed iy guze to wander
Mrx,

brillinnt. symphony, entered on some beautiful and difficolt
operntic selection, whilst her hushand flung himself on wcouch, |

previousiy piling up two or three cushious under his head, - f

Cond the same o tooan hont's jnstec tron from my~elf,

Stgught her for months to came,
sing op \‘-t'”i!lf_f. Lvd no ideas, howiever A‘vlhﬂh\l.ﬂ-(], of the mean-

Cebncation, gl waes indob ntoand
Ceonmnging ey
Cbowever, ket natural quickuess of manner and specch, bes

{ Mageic, and tell cook to send me ap some pastry.
rbie has some nede

# Patey, coute here,” he nt Tength said, atter silontly wateh-
ing our occupntion for some time, ¢ L want to lovk at your
handsome chain,"

Fairy vouchsafed no reply.

# Do you hear, little one ? Clome at onca

“XNao, I won't, pupa, "1 am too busy”

Mr, Sherwin scemed to have some slight iden of asserting
his paterunl authority, which, of course, would have produged
# formidable seene, when s diversion was eflected by the
cateance of a gentlemn, whom my pupll introdeced and apos-
trophized in the following original mauney

# Misx Dunmore, this is uncle Ellerstie, but, unele, you must
not wlk to het now, for she v vory by, nond she is my
Foverness,” .

Disregarding thiz injunction as completely ns the wilful
Fatry did those of ter own weakly imdunlgent parents, he im-
mediately advanced owards me, and, extending his hand,
Kindly congetulated e onoy safe arcival,

Mr, Ellerslic was not yonng noc handsowme, nor exquisitely
dressed, It he hiad o browd, intellectual brow, o look of strik-
ing inteltligence, and w paie of honest, feank eves, that spoke
plainly ol wanly truth and integrity.

Whilst | was replying to his vemnarks, my pupil impatiently
saidd 1o Don’t waste your tine- talking, Miss Dunmore, bt go
on with my chain.”

o Be quict, clild ! wdd Meo Flerslie, with o degree of firm-
ness that plainty betrayed he for one did not bow down in
swarship betore the househobld idel,

= Uneley do go away b Miss Dinmaore is any governess, and
you have no right to speak to her when 1 owant her to
work,”

« Lonly wish T were yoor tuter, little lady, for 1 month, wnd
Fwould give von g leszon or twa in politeness that ight be

ol s to ven

A Hupertt How can yon talk so shockingly 7 interrupted
Mrs. sherwin, who, notwithstanding ber musical oceupntion,

“hadd overbienrd her brother's plain speech angd vesented it

U atae heepe, }'.:I‘ll'_\‘, my angel

“No D won™” was the winngelic repla . s Come ap stadrs,
Miss Thmnmaoee cond we will b sbbe to work there in peace”

»You hal betyer dosog dmdecd” interposed Mrs, Shepwin,
Then, when Hebsais tived, plense eall her nnid (o pat
hev tes baad :

Mro BEllerslie's Jip ~lightly curbsl, bt b passed o ek,
aned T hastily retrented with iy olaae, vndy toe” thankfal to
b nllowed taoueictly eseapee.

The nextadny 1 tarmad)y cutered on g new dufies, nud by
dintor promising to o lever-bunting awiin, 1 persanibed iy
Pl Gty e e o ospecineen of e proticieney, and (o subaat
I was

both surpresed and disappointed at the resalt. Mes, Sherwin's

sungaalited culegimns b fod e o eapect, even with dige
Cofloswanice for fond matoinad exaggeration, that 1 oshould e

lenst Ao Fairy Guivly started =i the nad 1o learning ;. bt
instend, I discoversd that a charity sehool girl could have
She knew very Hitle of rowd-

oz of evpdiers, o, e feeds of any other clementary boanely of
infitferent to a most dise
The child's bright, intelhieen countenane ey,

trnverd thiat Ler backwaniliess  was vatirely the result of

fneplect and over pdulueneo, not of satural ineapacity, and
S the crrtamty somewhat roassured me,

I might soou be able-

Steacinite subicient intiresse over her miud (o induee her o
Papply herselsand that onee aevomnpli=bed, T felt certain of

sutisfctory rosults Havitie porsuaded ber to talk o short

cvimne with s in Halinn, | ook advantage of the ocension to
ceorregt hoer ertoes in pronundintion, us well aa grnanmar ;. Lt
Sin thiy Taet with stome opprasition from my {itthe pupil, who
Cmsontained that
Cltalinn poseh bevier _than anvoue else, and anadly <he wontd

Ning said this, and =aid thint : Nina knew

sady st akoin the spanes Nina boul tansehi ber,

Wethen pat o anr hats and sallied out to the clover.
wronnd, fom which we rotmued doaded with tdowery chnins,
Jist o time tor onr dinner. 10 was served up

$en

P thie

ekt

CRUrweryY

Sdigng-reatn, but was perfeet inoevery detadt aod appaintuent,
C8olid sifver, costly chiion ad cnt orvstal, made st nore
capputizing the duiney ropa<t 1o which we st down,
Sruage wis placed o tabiles for dessert, bt when Fairy pee-

Blune-

vedd the utter dighowhe-anerily cuguited of the maid whao

Pwaited onus s haw dived cock <end ap Mancemange, when
fohe ke wrd] how marh <he hated  the nasty,  tasteless
Pwhite thing 77

= Hnt we have simmething besides, Fairy,” [ cheerfally said.

8 Sy here aree sotne teniptiog peats and s plate of splendid

Y4

Erapes”

 Misx T, plesse et me afone ! Go down at TR
I know

If she does nat, 1 will tell mamma on

 her”

The girl wently rejoined @ v« Yon know, Miss Helena, that
Mra, Bherwin hng forbidden you pastry. it made vou viry ill
the Tust time v ate 107

“Thew von must not have any touday, Fairy,” 1 gquietly
snid,

Gt 1 shall ! But T shall ™ sereaned the pretty tormagnnt.
¥ Go dawn 6t onee, youimpertinent Mauggie, or | shall have
You turnei away ! How dare von meddle, Miss Donmore ?
You ire here to tench me to read snd spell—pot what [ am to
eat,  Maggice, are vou goiug 7°

The childish voice Trere rose almost to a shrill serenm, and
when Tinationad the mnid to vemning she deprecatingly re-
joined ;

1 st do as |oam bid, Miss, "Pis ad moch ng my plage is
worth to refuse. When 1 bring it np though, you ean, per-
htps, prevent Miss Helenn from enting i, :

[oelt really embarrassed, not knowing how to nct,  Mra,
Sherwin had as yet defined neither the extent nor the limits
of my authority, and T feared to go too far. T determined 1o

Lty cunxing, and promised another elover Bosrom expedition

after dinner, hut Fairy reetorted that she was lired of the
stupid Howers and began to hate them, T then hinted nt
marvielons little bask thye ret of making with
bright green moss, offering to shape her some if khe would
only forget her contemplated dessert, She resolutely shook
her golden corls, and it this unfortunate stnge of the nrgu-
ment, Maggie entered with-a plate, on which lay a inrge picee
of rich pastry. Of this Intter my selfswilled pupfl, despite
my entrenties, promises and mennces, freely partook., After
dinner she went to Mrs, Sherwin for a couple of hours, an in-
variabls rule, during which time she either drove out with

hnew
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