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1>8 IILTON.-The anti-Scott-Aet Pof ition-Tiîis precious document
or -%vs depL"ited in the Sherifiws oilice, liera last r1yonec ay) prior
;y- to the date advertieed, as the 28th was statutury lioliday. There
et, is sa(id to bc about 2,500 naines on it, out of about 53,000 eleetors in
ty the county. In ward numiber one. Trdifalgar, thiiLeen naines are* on

the petition twice ; in Milton about forty sire ,îeîî-resident-, re-
nd pcatecd, (lied, renioved, nons-voters. and wveiI-kxiuwv Scott Act idil.

Th petition i8 the cluînsicst thing- ever ~ isdtu pubi e giwe
naines are repeated ever alid ovet' ng:inl; naines are on it of men

y- wii are dead îîeariy twvo years, or %viso have beezi that length of
Id trne avay fromn the county ; the sanie naines are on t ie Iists; of two

or thiree different niunieipalities ; naines ef municipal voters, are ise
c- on it; and after the thing lins been tlîoroughiy revised and corectedl
cd there wiil be searcely more tlîan 2,000 -good7 naines left. 0f tlîat

nunîber there are miany w~ho %vill vote against the petition. And,
thie iq the precious petition tic people of Canada have hjeard su

-- niueh about tmat, itidicatws a change of sentimnent in this county upon
m the Scott Act.-Hallon New.

.Thore eau be littie doubt that the epponients; of tie Scott Act are
ri- iosing ground. The rnethods adoptcd by soine of thein are not cal-
S- cuiated favorably ta affect publie-seîîtinîent; and the genseral 'iii-

ii' pression iî that the longer thie saitation continues and the more tIre
'Y merits of the question arc discussed, the larfger the iijority for the

Act is likeiy ta be.
Ta-rrsrlfeln. respecting the coining con te.st is tiiat de-spite

eý,reported to bei piaced at the disposai of the opponiett of the Act
in this eounity, Halton, noble, hlorest, iaw.abiding Halton, %vili stanîd
true and firin in uphlîoding tire beet interests of the pieple. spiritu-
aliy, physically nd financialiy. Halton caiînot bu purchlased. Ail
the inonsey in the posse-ssion of the whiiskey party is not sufficient
to induce the honest people of our ceunty to selI tlcir consciences.
Té think of sucli a tlîinc, for a momenent wouid be to offer an unpar-
donable insuit to the rigiht-inindcd residents of the county. No 1

S The Scott .Act is Iaw in Hfaiton, and iaw it %vill bc, until national
Prohibition is proeiaiîned.-Acton Pree Pres.

DOES PROHIBITION PROHIBIT?

This is a question not infrequently propounded in the neigbboing
* Union. And it is net aliays by these alone whose intcrcsts it is to inspire

doubts as te its effléacy, that they niay continue te profit by ils absence. It
wouid secis that net infrequently those who bave shown a good temiper-
ance record are found in the Debatable.iand on ibis question. And when
we consider the sophistries open on ail questions, te men clever ini argu-

ament, and the unscrupulousness ef statenlent te which those cngaged ir se
shady a traffic as.thaî t fliquor weuld resort, it is net se wonderfui te find
that tbe better judgmcnt ef temperance men should be temsporarily cioud.
ed on the quesjion.

WVhen the assertion is made that prohibition dees not entirciy suppress
r the liquer traffic, it will bc in order for carpers te condenin it. But that it

dees net de se, is ne more an. argument against i than to assert that thc
l aws prohibiting mnurder or iheft are failures, because thcse crimes have net
ceased te exist. The point at issue is: Is prohibition tie niosi effective
means of curtaiiing the liquor traffic? thre best means of dctermining ibis
is through the tcstinsony fuiinished by tjose states which have adopicd it.
Aiid as we are fast approaclîing the. ppinî ,when s.uch a measure will bc
fercibly demanded by.,the ýcopie ef Canada, it may be wcll te note the ex-
perience of those who have given prohibition a probation ef ne ordinary

* duration.
* There is no better witness in evidence eftihe value, or othcrwise, of

prohibition, than tbe State of 'Maine. There the iaw lias been in force
since x85z, wish what results the United States authorhiies, whe may be
supposed unbiased on the moral or immoral point of vicw. of the question,
are .forced te testity in. the niost logical of arguments-figures. In the

* words ef the '!Living Issue ". ef t ica, N. Y. "It regards the question
frein a business point of view, and bas ne other intenit or care than te gct
is.alieîed sum for revenue, eut of every nian who èngages in ihe-traffic;
ne miatter whether he is in the business lègally or illcgaily under the»State

law; and hence exercise the illost vigilance in Matc.lîing fur thuse whn seck
surrcptitinusly te carry on tie sale. It is ufthei rarest uc'.urrence tha-.t any
marn cai seli intoxicants aîîd escape detectieji by the United States oflicers;
se rare as to be icft eut ef the counit lîcre. 1-clice we arc warraîited in
saying iliat theo United States authorities collci revenue tromi tle entire
body et rumn sellers iii Mamine, and tliat tue ani..i us' revenue cuilectcd is
a_ fair and just basis by %lîiciî te judge of the aniount ut liquor suld, or of
the nuinber of sellers îvitiiin the State.

New for the testinîony. l'ie Uniîted States reveniue report shows that
only four cents per inliabitant iras collcîed on the iiiaîîufacturc and sale
et liquer in 'Maine in 1882, Whiie $1.40 lier inîlabitant was thc average for
the îvhole Uniion. Can any strenger evidetîce bc gircli iii favor eftulroi-.
bition."Y

This is supplementcd by the evîdence et tic Rer. Al. A. P>hclps, who
says -- I Prohibition lias te suniie emetnt been trîed, and i hias jîrovcd a
real succcss. Ves, it lias beesi trcd in Maine, and it lias net Ilbeen tounid
utteriy ineperative." 1 might mention otiier states, cotintrics, chties and
towns wliere prohlibition lias donc unnin~surcd good, but since wo arc
chailcn-ed on Maine, ]et us confine ourselves te tire old pine trc stuite.
Let the reader undcrstand that 'Maine bans hid nedîing but statutery prohi.
bitien for about 3o ycars. 'l'le law had i:s loopîloles and impjerfections ;
but îvith ail ils weak peints t lias dried up) Al the breweries and distilleries
ef the State, cioscd îîearly ail the open s.îlooun,, and reduccd tIhe amelunit

"liquer uscd te but a sinall fraction ut what it %vas before It lias workcd
such happy results that the people are detcrmniined in lhave constitutional
prohibition, and se place the matter beyond the powcr of a capricious
legisiature." Furtlher proef ef the power of prohibition to prohibit is
furnisied in the statistics coilectcd by jas. A. Troutnman, ef Topeka, Kan.
sas, îvith reterence t0 ils re ults in tîîat state. IHe wvrote te every Ceunty
attorney and superin:cîîdent and police judgc in the state. Reports were
received troni 66 eut et Si counîlies, and froni State authorities net tein-
perance partisans. In iliese 66 counties tic reduction in nurnber et sa-
loons, since the prohibitory law caie int effect in iSSi, lias been froni
708 te 313, et wbich latter nunîber more than haIt are in ilime city et
Leavenworth. In 41 counis tiiere is net a saloon. '11c fines in that
urne bave ameuntcd te $95,ooo, and Si saloon keepers have been irn
prisoned. Surely sucb cîjdcnce as this may be regarded as confirmnative
et the value of Prohîibition. But ive can iniafine a Prohibition, wcak in
conception, prernature in adoptiân, and carcftully adrninistered the results
et which wouid bc te bring the ieasurc iet disrcp)ute What we nced is
the enactrnlent et the law by the: drnsand ef a grand iajority et the people,
that fickle legislaturcs may net coquette îvitl the measure session after
session. And then we shall nccd that t 'be workcd witli the vigor thiat
characterizes the efforts et those wvlose cxamples we have quotcd in this
article, if ire desire te sec it brin- for*tm is best fruits. As the question ef
Prohibition is likciy te take a pîromissent position in our 'body politics, in the
riear future wc shall preserit troin time te trnie such cvidence as cornes te
us, confirinative of is value.- Wfaithmnaz.

ONE 0F THEIR STRONG ARGUMENTS.

Tmese whli are setting ticir ingcnuity at îrork te find streng arguments
againsi prohibition make one ot tlîcir great peints of objection that a1 lawv,
like the Scott Act, or nnY othier similar Prehibitory, nîicasure is almocst sure
te increise the anlount et perjury, lying, deÇeption, and systcrnatic evasion
eftv w hcrevcr an autenipî is inide ta entorce ht. Very ]ikcly that is quite
truc. ht ms trumc aise in rcgard te 'tue Iaw prolibiting thett, andi it is truc
agaînst nearly ail tîme crinîinal laws. in force in the country. A great many
mcn new guilty et deceptieri and pcrjury 'voîîd not probnbly be guihty of.
tiese îparticular crimes ai the particular tînes tlmcy new arc but for the filct
that somne such course is nccssary for uliern iii or<lcr toecscaipc til penal1-
ties et c vioiated m«iv. Perbaps soinie eft lmese- mna %ould scîdoi (d it
cntcricir Jiearts te rcsert te, sucli iniquities 'vere diere ne penaIlties againsi
the acts thîey are cemnîittiîg. WVouId it. lc advisable, hioNvci-r, te rcpcal
sucli laîrs as sonie mcn would seener cemmit perjury thman bo punislied un-
der? There is the rab. Let sucli a policy lbe aduptcd and therc, 'ould
soon bc a prcîuy gencrai swceping off et ahi1 the best criiinai Iaws slow on
aur staîutc books.-Paort Hepe Guide.
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