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THE STIPENDS OF OUR MINISTERS.

“ While it is pleasing to observe such
an increase of liberality on the part of
our people, it must be noticed that many
of our ministers are very inadequately
supported. Not a fow receive now the
same amount of salary which was paid
ten or twelve yenrs ago, when monoy
was of far more value thau it is at pre-
sent. Instances might be given, not
few in number, of congregations which
have increased in numbers and have
been built up by the self-denying labors
of faithful men, and who are still keep-
ing their pastors on the inadequate
salaries with which they began their
labours. Itis a frequent subject of re.
mark, that congregationsafter becoming
vacant, often increase the salaries which
they offer to those whom they call to be
their pastors. This is no doubt highly
satisfactory and proper, but 1t would be
much more satisfactory did the liberality
commence o little sooner.™

The above paragraphis from the able
and fuli report on statistics presented
to last Assembly. IYis a statement of
facts which are important both as indi-
cating progress and laymg bare one of
the chief drawbacks to the success of
the Church. We cull attention to one
or two of these pointsin hope that some
of our readers may ve led to do what in
them lies to remedy the unsatisfactory
position of many of our congregations in
relation to their minister. In doing
this we shall study to bo brief and sug-
gestive, as a hint is enongh for the
wise ¢

« Many of our ministers are inade-
quately supported '—yes, of two hun-
dred and ninety-six ministers in chargo,
one hundred and thirtecn or more than
oxe TuiRp receive less than $600 per
amum, that is less than $2.00 a day,
less than many a mechanic earns—less
than a clerk in a store or a junior in &
bank. Yeton (hat siipend the minister
is expected to live and sapport and eda-
cate his family, in a way corresponding
to the position in life which he holds.
This is a state of things demanding im-
mediate attention.

In not a few cases the salary of min-
isters has not been increased for ten or
twelve years. Yet every one knows that
the expense of living hias increased at
least fifty per cent during that time.
How then can these ministers be ex-
pected to live as they formerly did with
their expenditure one half greater and
their income the same ? This evil is
aggravated when wo further learn, that
in many such cases, tho congregations

indifferent to such n state of things, or
how they can see their ministers strug.
gling with difficulties, porheps embar.
ressed whon trying to edueato lus fam.
iy, and unfurnished through poverty
with the literaturo which is necessary
for his calling, and not think of increas.
ing their contributions, while the people
are buying land for their children, or
laying up money m good investments
and becommg not only freo from care,
but comparatively rich,

We need not wondor at the result
noxt brought under onr notice.  These
suecessful ministers, whose congrega-
tions have inereased under their eavo,
but whoso services have beenunappreei-
ated and not duly recompensed, ave
called to other congregations, not
larger it may be or more important
than their present charges but dis.
posed to be more liberal. Then,
Jor fear of lusing them, tho people propose
to increase the salary.  Too lale then ;
for if the minister in these circum-
stances remains, ho is, perhaps, told to
his face, by the very men who grudge
the increase, that all he wants is more
monoy—and his influence is effected, as
well as his feelings hurt ; andif he goes
to tho new field, the same charge is
hurled at him, as there evidently is no
indueement for him to make the change
except more money. Do what he may,
he cannot escape the unchristian charge
of worldliness, while in realily the poor
man may be crushed in spirit beeauso
he is oppressed with debt, or feels him-
self unable to maintain himself and
family in respectability, and only thinks
of making a change because he cannot
live on the old salary.

Our people complain of the frequent
changes which take place in Canada.
Allowing for exeeptional cases, we are
of opinion that translations and resig-
nations would be fewer in number, and
ministers would be more esteemed and
probably be moro cfficient, if their cir-
cumstanees were more easy.  Self-
respect is & $ower of strength ; and the
feeling is & most unpleasant and humili-
ating one, even when through the kind-
ness of individuals whose gifts or ac-
commodations from time to time enable
a man to keep up appearances, that the
salary is not sufficient, and that in some
way or other it must be made up as g
charity, The workmen 18 entitled to his
wages ; and in view of their own inter-
ests as well as a matter of Christinn
obligation- -a duty owing, not to the
minister, but to his and our Lord—the
Christian people should sec to it that
the stipends of our ministers be
largely increased.

As to tlie increase so general when a
veeaney oceurs: In this we all rejoice.
It slows that when the people come to
consider the matter, they can do more ;
and that the starving of our munistersis
' owing to want of Christian considera-
tion.  The new minister has a larger
salary, is more casy and comfortable,
and, perhaps, for a tune at least, is
more acceptable and suecessful.  Per-
haps, also, the man who left is in a bet-
ter position, and, fecling relief, labours
with better heart and more success in
his new sphere, The congregation lias
benefited by the change, and so has the
minister. The new minister may not
be better than his predecessor, nor the
new congregation larger or more impor-
tant than the former charge, but the
latter pays n larger stipend, and the for-
mer receives a larger stipend—and this
results in benefit to both. Query, would
! not thegain have been greator had the in.
crease heen made before o call came, and
the pastoral velation rerreined unbroken
and had the ties of Christian fellowship
| between minister and people, already
strong, become yet stronger by long-
continued Christinn confidence and bene-
ficence ?

We commend this matter to the pray-
"erful consideration of our intelligent
ilaity.  The matter lies wholly with
"them. What we want is, not resolu-
! tions and reports, but action; and every
" eongregation that increases the stipend
| of its minister, by so doing helps on the
l'eane, and aids in bringing other con-
gregations up to that point of liberality
which is necessary for the success of the
Church.

The greatest sinner, who trusts only
in Olixists blood, will assuredlybo saved,

OHRISTIAN MISSIONS,

Our cotomporary, tho Presbyterian
Audvocate, published in St John, N.B.,
has 1n & late number an articleon “Our
Misgion Bystem,” which will be found
in enother column, and which, we
think, deservos serious attention, Wo
y ro very much in the same pusition as

the Advocate, Wo would not hko to sny

that the churches have been greatly
Fmistaken in the fields of missionary
"abour which thoy have genorally chosen,
' or that the faut that races aro seemningly
doomed to extinetion, should be regard-
ed as a good reason for not sending the
Gospel to them, so long ns more vigor-
ous and more numerous branches of the
human fannly are unattended to; but
at the same time it is well to consider
what is said on the other side of the
question, and to lenrn even from ob-
jections if not cavils, what is the wise
and proper course to pursue, Chyistians,
in all their efforts for the advancement
of the good cause, are bound to net in o
wise, considerate and practical manner,
and not to feel satisfied that they are
doing their duty when they aro simply
engaged in mission work, unless, upon
the fullest and most prayerful conside-
ration of the matter from every point of
view, they are convinced that they are
so engaged in such fields and with such
appliances as, under ‘he Dblessing of
God, and according to the ordinary cal-
culation of a wise and enlightened pru-
dence, is likely to result in the greatest
present and prospective good.

We, on this continent, have special
relations to the Indians of the wide ex-
tended Northwest. Lvery year those
relations will become more intimate,
and our obligations to the red man of
the wilderness will, if posgsible, be
always more pressing. If, through the
ever advancing wave of white popula-
tion, that race is doomed to extinction,
that may bo only an additional argu-
ment for devoting special attention to
its cvangelization, instead of being o
reason for allowing it to * fade away "
in its ignorance and heathenism. We
are inclined to think that the conscience
of the Christian people of Canada of all
denominations will say that tins is so.
At the same time, even though this
much be granted, it may be an open
question not yet practically settled, what
is the best plan to pursue in dealing
with those wandering tribes 2 Can we

mission station & fixture, and drawing
them round it ? Or is it necessary that
missionaries to such tribes must in the
first place take their lives in their hands,
learn the langusgo of those whose good
they seck, and accompany themn n ther
wanderings, so as to preach among
them fully, and faithfully, and success-
fully the unscarchable riches of Clirist,
and thus bring them to settle down
cventually in civilized and Christianized
com:numitics, and to be absorbed i, not
destroyed by, the great tide of popula-

( tion which +vill now steadily and -

creasingly flow toward the great prairies
of the Northwest ?

Some missions to the Indians have
been encouragingly successful ; some
have been painfully the reverse. Of
course, mistakes «ill bo made in all en-
{erprises ; but when any Church dis-
covers that, with whatever exccllent
motives and aims, such a mistake has
been 1aade, the part of wisdom and duty
is, not to persist in a course which is
' found to be injudicious, seck to rectify

that as speedily as possibly, and to pur-
sue some other plan, which further con-

may show to be in many respeets pre-
ferable.

Machinery for aggression is an indis-
pensable charactoristic of every Lealthy
hving Christian Church,  How that
machinery is to be most efficiently ap.
plicd, comes to be a great question, only
second to that whizh determined how it
is most effectively and most fully to be
secured.

The ever-changing circumstances of
our North-West territory may then ren-
der certain modifications of mssionary
onterprise indispensable; but we hope
they will never lead either the Preshy-
terian or any other denomination to
cease their efforts for the spiritual good
of tho Red men of Amorica, under the
plea that they aro doomed at any rate to
destraction, and taat, therefore, labour

BN o1 thom is little better than
B away.

hopo to evangelizo them by making the |

PRESBYTERIANISMIN NEW BRUNS.
WICK.

We call special attention to tho letter
of our New Brunswick correspondent,
from whom we hope to hear frequently.
Undoubtedly the Presbyterian causo in
the different Provincos which now forin
our Dominion of Canada, has suffered
in wany ways from its adherents having
Lad little or no knowledgo of what exch
of them was doing, and to what extent
thoy were nll prospering in their efforts
to advance the pood cause. It isafact,
in every way to be deplored, but not
denied, that the large majority of the
Presbyteriang in Old Canada knew, and
know still, far more of Churches in Great
Britain and Ireland, on the European
continent, or even in India and China,
than of their fellow Presbyteriana in
the Lower Provinces. Not & fow, of
course, have long been well aware of the
fact that Presbyterianism was alive and
active both in New DBrunswick and
Nova Seotia, but the great majority
have known simply nothing on the sub-
jeet, and we doubt very much if they
know almost any more now.

We are quite sure that the more the
Presbylerians of Ontario and Quebec
know of their brethren in the maritime
provinees the more thoy will respect and
love them, and the more they will seck
to work along with them loyally and in-
telligently for the advancement of the
common cause which is dear to the
hearts of all, and which rises far, in
their estimation, above all political com-
binations, and all mere secular ar-
rangements, however important they
1aay be in their own place and however
all-important sclfish schemers and
mere party wire pullers may try to make
people beliove they are.

The Presbyterian element in all parts
of Canadn is an exceedingly important
and influential onc. It might be far
more s0, and we trust will be, at no dis-
tant day. If we ean help in bringing
round this by making Presbyterians in
all parts of our Dominion befter ne-
quainted with each other, and from this
better able to take vigorous and con-
certed action, in reference to both sacred
and seeular matters we shall feel that
we shall have necomplished a good and
an important work,

Wo hope specdily to have regular
correspondents in all the provinces of
the Dominion, and, as opportunity
offers, other quarters as well. To what
estent we shall be able to realize our
hopes will of course depend very much
upon the practical encouragement we
receive ; and, so far wo must add that
has been satisfactory.

OUR AGENTS.

Mr. C. H. Robinson is travelling in
the West on behalf of the Britisu Aven-
1 AN PRESHYTERIAN,

East of Cobourg, Mr. Thomas Greer
is pushing an active canvass.

We commend both gentlemen to the
Lindly offices of the Presbyterian public;
and trust that their efforts may result
in large accessivns to owr list of sub-
seribers.

We trust that our readers will .are-
fully peruse the sensible, practicalletters,
which are in course of publication uver
the signature of ¢ Iris.” The sugges-
tions made in the one_which appears in
to-day’s issue, if adopted and acted upon
by every congregation of the Presby-
terian Church throughout the land,
would immedintely effect a revolution

; of the happiest character, producing re-

sults slike beneficial to the Church in

sideration and more enlarged experience i general and to the individual givers in

particular.

It is related of Imgres, tho ¥rench
painter, that one day when King Lonis
Philippe ealled at las studio, the busy
man, not desiving to be interrupted cither
by king or peasant, politely declined to
see his Majesty, and went industriously
on with his work., Once, also, when
Qucen Vietoria called at tho studio of
Sir Edward Landscer, the great English-
man, who happened to be in a fino
frenzy over his dogs, sent to his royal
visitor & gentlemanly regret at not being
ablo to see her ladyship, and did not
allow his brush to stop. In like mon-
ner, a few days ago, when the Grand
Alexis and his retinue visited the studio
of William Page, President of the Na-
tional Academy of Design, the venerable
artist, who was at that time intensely
engaged in his little upper gallery, al.
lowed the princely party to wander at
their royal will among the pictures down
stairs, neither interrupting lis visitor
nor ha;;;ﬁ‘m:ing himself to bo interrupted

by him.

|

OUR MISSION SYBTIM.

Much attention has lately heen given
to the aissionary labonra of various
countrioes, and the Lalunce of opinion iy
that the results achivved are not com.
mensurate with the magnitude of the
efforts made. The tribes sclectod for
Iabouring among are, in many cases,
manbers of fast deenying peoplos.  Af-
tex years of Jabour, the imissionaries
have nothing but the graves of an ox.
tinet race to preach to. Other tribes
that have been made tho objects of nig-
sionary effurt nre sepurated from the
rest of the world, and have no chance
of becoming ceutres from whieh the
principles of Churistianity may radiate.
Mauy of the fields cliosen for mission
work have beon deadly to the mission-
arios. And the methods chosen for the
worle of converting the heathen are
sharply eriticised as being radically
wrong.

There is no doubt of the greatness of
the work that has Leen accomplished by
Christian 1nissionaries.  Many souls
have been saved, many 1dols overthrown,
muny abuses abolished, and the fields
of commerce widely extended by their
efforts. DBut whether these efforts have
been as wisely divected as might have
been, and whether the means now em-
ployed for the uccomplishment of the
ends desired are ns affective ns others
that might Le used, are questions that
will bear discussion.

The concentration of missionary ef-
fort upon such races as the Northh Amer-
ican Indians, the Maoris, and the South
Sen Islanders, is objected to because
those races are rapidly dying out, and
the good seced sown among them
can never spread  from them to
others.  African 1missions are con-
demned on account of the fearful mor-
tality among those engaged in them.
The missionaries aro asked to abandon
these scattered remnants of decaying
races and concentrate upon the Chinese
and Indo-Aryan races the full measure
of their energics. Tho example of the
Apostles is pointed to. They preached
their doctrines in the great centres of
population, and loft them to radiate
throngh the world mstead of going to
the ends of the earth—to the islands of
the sea—aud eoxpounding the great
truths wluch they were intent upon.
planting in the heart of mankind, 1t is
not pretended that thy soul of a cultiva-
ted Indian or Chincso heathen, is of
more value than that of a Maori: but
1615 asserted that a hundred souls may
be saved among these people, where
one is rescued from darkness among
the inferior races. The Christian sced
planted in Hindostan, China or Japan,
will take root and spread abroad, in-
crensing in powor and influeuce with
the lapse of time, instead of being con-
fined by the waves that wash the coasts
of a narrow island whose peoplo are
doomed, by some unknown but inexora-
ble law of their being, to extinction.

Then the whole machinery employed
by the missionarics for making converts
is called in questivu.  That machinery
consists largely of schools forthe educa-
tion of natives. The missionaries thus
become mere school teachers, and the
number of their pupils who become con-
verts is very stall m proportion to tho
labor expended 1 the school-room. It
is asserted by enlightened Hindoos that
thio children sent to the mission scliools
are warned against the efforts that will
be made to change their rehgion, and
go prepared to rejeet all religious teach-
ing. ‘They also assert that many more
graduates of the Govermment schools
are found in the ranks of the converts,
simply because they are educated and
left frec to choose Letween Christianity
and Brahaminism.

But perhaps the greatest change de-
manded of the missionary is in his aiti-
tude towards the caste nivileges of the
people.  The convert is now required to
abjure caste before baptism is accorded
to him. 'The enltivited Brahmin is re-
quired to place Lim-c}f on a level with
tho despised parinh, ‘T'his is resented
as an uncalled-for mterference with tho
social customs that have grown up in
conturies of civiliZation. It is denied
that caste is in any senso a part of the
religion of the people. It is as much a
natural growth as the socinl distinetions
of Ingiand, and only requires the
sulvent of Clivistianity to make the rela-
tivns between diffoent castes as cordial
and respectful as those existing between
Inborers, shopkeepers, and landed aris-
tocrats in Great Britain. Those whe
hold this view demand that the mission-
aries should devole themnselves to incul-
cating the beneficent truths of Christ's
gospel, and leave the people to its soft-
cning power. It will abolish their brutal
customns, and breah down artifieial bar-
riers in time, just a. kas been done in
Furope.

These argumnents are worthy tho at-
tention of the Christian world. Ous
missionary socicties should inquire whe-
ther their departures from the Apostolic
methods of evangelizing have been
crowned with a success that justifies the
continuanco of the mrdern methods.
If they can be improved by being sine
plified, it should be done at oneo.—

Presbyterian Advocate.




