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knowledge of them without experience—
we may comprehend and explain that
which we do not ; but the light

Jesus imparts to his followers is the light

of experience: they know, because they

feel—they believe, because they experience

—they have the witness within; and the

spiritual they possess leads on to light eter-
nal: it begins on earth, it is perfected in

glory. My friends, there is also eternal
darkness; we warn you that you may es-
¢ cape from it. *“Flee from the wrath to

- come.” We vead of those to whom the

blackness of darkmess is apportioned for

ever,—but that eternal state of bliss which
is ip reverse for the people of God has no

- cloud of error, sorrow, sin, or pain; no

darkness of soul or of dispensation, for the

former things are passed away, are exchang-
ed for light and joy eternal.

: 2.—We have now to consider, more
briefly, in the second place, what may be
affirmed concerning the objects here set
before us: God divides the light from the
darkness. He is accomplishing this upon
earth by a mysterious but infinitely wise

rocess. Much light aud darkness dwells
m the minds of individuals—in the vari-
ous religious sects throughout the land,
and among the different nations of the
world. Whatever true light is in the world,
it 8 of God. He isits Author. By na-
ture all are under the dominion of the
prince of darkness, and are enslaved by him.
But & stronger than he comes upon him
and delivers the captive from the dark
dungeons of iniquity. Speaking of some
of the most notorious sinners, the apostle
says, “ Among whom we all had our con-
versatiou in time past, and were by nature
children of wrath, even as others.”—

Jesus came tobe a light to them that sit
in darkness; he sends his Spirit with his
word to subdue the rebellious heart, to
awaken the insensible heart—to pour the
light of celestial day upon the benighted
spirit—to shew the sinuer to himself, and
to reveal the saving merey of God in Christ

“to reveal the dangers that lie in his path-
"way to eternity— to give him right views
"of every essential truth conmected with
salvation and eternal life—to teach him
everything it is requisite he should know
and experience ere he ean inbabit the
zealme of light above—in short, toseparate
the light from the darkness, Hitherto the

THE GOOD NEWS.

very light had been darkness; there had
been light in the intellect perhaps, but
darkuess in the soul (for in many an un-
renewed character the one is strangely
mixed with the other). There may even
possibly exist a ‘theoretic kunowledge of
divine things where the blackest crimes
dwell in the heart and are perpetrated
in  the life. But  where Jesus
shines forth in mercy——where the
Holy Spirit exerts his power, the light is
separated from the darkness; there is no
longer that heterogeneous mixture of know-
ledge and sin, of divine trath in the intel-
lect and sin in the life, which formerly ex-
isted. Jehovah has wrought his wondrous
work, has divided the light from the dark-
ness, has separated the sinner from his
sins, “and behold all things are become
new.”

Is there a soul in this audience that feels
its own state to be a state of spiritual dark-
ness? a soul only saying, « Oh, that God
would regenerate me! Let bim turn that
wish into a prayer, «Let him ask of God
who giveth to all men liberally and up-
braideth not, and it shall be given him.”—
Yes, while our gracious God, the fountain
of light, imparts wisdom and knowledge.
in answer to prayer, “ he upbraideth not,”
he will never uppraid us for our ignorance,
if it be not wilful ignorance i. e., ignorance
in which we allow and encourage ourselves.
There are those who choose to remain
ignorant of religious truths, that by their
ignorance they may extenuate their guilt;
but ignorauce is no excuse for guilt. It 8
written in holy scripture concerning some
who wished not to retain God in their
knowledge, that «this they willingly were
iguorant of, that by the wotd of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth stand-
ing in the water and out of the water.”—
"They did not wish to know this, or anything
else respecting God, or to retain him in
their knowledge; what a sad and a ruin
ous state of mind—yet alas! how many
there are now who wilfully put from them
the remembrance of Jehovab, desiring not
the knowledge of his ways. Will their ig-
norance excuse their guilt? it will not, be:
cause Lheir ignorance is wilful. Let u8
never shun the light of truth, let us seok
to know truth even though truth should

condemn us, seeing that there is no 9:; ﬁ.

of darkuess from which Jeeus ia mot




