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ENCOURAGING THE BETTER CLASS 0F BOOKS.

A N effort is being made by sore f thelcading book publishmr in Canada

te encourage trade in the botter and more

permanent class cf books.

One can ne more judge a bock by its

cover than one can a mnan by bas coat,
but of anc thing we car: aIl be aisured,

the best and mast permanent bocks arc

baund in more permanent maierials tban

papier. KnoWng ibis tbc Canadian pub.

listera wbo are seeklng ta encourage bbe

rcadlng of a better cais cf literature are

trying te confine their trade to bocks tbat

are bound ln materiai ai lcast as permanent

as cloth.
Tbc slip.sbcd and practicaiiy wcrthless

character cf many cf the bocks whlcb are

to.day te bc faund ln our bookstails, is

undoubtedly creating a reactien ln lavor cf
a tcfcrm, ln ibis respect. Some cf the
remedies proposed are wise, whilc athers are

footisb. one cntic plcads tbat ihe novelisi

should bc sîlent fer balf a century. Most

people wiii probabiy &grec that If certain

novellis could be silenced for an eternity

the worid wouid bc better ratber than worsc

as a result. "I Everybody," te says,

"Iknows bew te write noveis in tbese days,

but nobody cari." This Is. cf course, an

exaggeratlon. But grant that it be truc,

and that ibe siiencing cf ail the novelists

were possible, i wouid flot bc wise, even

for posteriby's sake, te cut off thc streain of

new noveis. And the prescrit generation

wouid passily disappear befare the slip-

shcd and Inferior nevel cf te day itad

vanished in thc lorgeifuiness cf to-morrow.

Thon, if we bave ne apprentices wc can

scarceiy croate the skillcd wcrkmen or

artists for tie future.

Instead cf cutting cff thc streamn wc must

improve it. And to improve it we mnust

educate the people who read as well as thc

peopiewho write. ThisIs wiat tbe Canadian

publishers are tryang to do when <bey are
encouraging the trade ta handie bte botter

class cf bocks. And whoiesalc and retahI

de0ers througbout the country can assist

matenaily by imnpressing upon tboir custcm.

cas the advantages of gced and permanent

books te te disadvantagcs cf bad and

epb=ml bocks. Therm are, for exampie,
the window dIsplay and thc advcrtisement,

te say notbinE cf aiber mediums that migbt,

bc utillzed in brlnging about a reform iIf net

the miilennium.

MONTREAL BOOK TRADE.

Promn ilýnoflKBKLL Axi, MAONR5pcCtl(orres.
pondent.
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T HE Summer bok rade s nw on,
and Mentreai dealers report quite a

satisfactory business in the new bocks and
in pak.er.covcred bocks cf ail kinds. The
demand for "lSummer literature" bas came
unusually laie, on accouni cf the cold
weatber wc bave been baving ; but now
tbat [t is here thc Indications are tbat the
season, tough short, wiii bc a very lively
one, and tbat tbe usuai volume cf business
wiii be done.

Doubtless the pcstponemnent cf thc
Coronation resuitcd in a lois te some bock-
sellers and stationers wbe bad made big
purcbases cf noveities for thc occasion :but
Montreal's dealers appear to have been
very careful in buying tblngs cf that kind.
and none bave any very great grievance te
report. The sale cf thc Coronation numbers
cf .bc magazines bas ne doubt been mucb
smaîler titan it ciberwise wouid bave been -
but se betautiful bave tbey been ltat tbey
are seiling very well.particulariy ibat cf The
Iliustrated London News. Coenatian post
cards, of wbich tere was an immense
variety, have been entireiy successful
rega.rdiess of the unbappy turn cf events
in regard tc the Coronation ceremonies.
Orders have bad to b. repeated on soute cf
thc Unes.

There scems te b. ne end te bocks on
animais. The latesti s by tbc well.known
Canadian writer, Charles G D. Roberts,
and is calledl "4The Kindred of thc Wild."
It seis for $2, and thc Ccpp, Clark Co. are
the publishers. This is raiber an expensive
bock for ardinary Summer readicg. and thc
autbcr's wark aiong tbis Une net being as
weii kncwn to thc public as others bas
tended te keep down the sales. AUl things
considered, bow-ese r, it is scling fairly wefl.
and as a gifi book It is, peritaps, anc cf thc
most suitable that has appeared for some
time. Tte illustrations. by Charles Living-
stone Bull, arc ý:exutlfuI. Mr. A. T. Chap-
man bas thc complete set cf the original
drawings on view ln bis store, wbcre %bey
arc aitracting mucb attention.

Mr. Chapman is making a specliy or a
lot of Engisb copyright neveis. bcund in
ciotb, whic bc is sclung at 35C. cachb. or
3 forp$. The original price cf ibese books

ranges frrnt 5 to 6 shillings, and ai tbis greait
rcduction they are being pickcd up rapîily.
Libruxies are the chief purchasers.

One ai the Icading books cf the month i,
"The Mississippi Bubblc," a novel by

Emeron Hough, pubiishod by the Bowcn -
MerrllCo. This bas been selllng rapidlv
ln Montreal. Itlà;s wcii liustratcd by Henry
Huit. -The Lady Paramount," by Henry
Harland, author of , The Cardinal'3 Snuf'
box," is aiso seiiing very weli. -'Tween
You and 1," by Max O'Rell, contains
"Isome litt!. problems on lile," ln the
autbor's usuai witty sirain. The bock as
divided Int two parts, the first ccncerning
men ; the second, women.

Win. Drysdale & Co. are selling a
seasonable be.k called, -The Isle of the
Sbamrock." Thtis is in a way, a guide-
bock te tbe varlous points cf intcrest in
Ireland; but it is a guide bock wbich wiil
prove interesting te ail, wbether tbey arc
looking forward to visiting the IlIsle of the
Shamreck " or flot. The Irish people,
their customs and tbeir country are dealt
witb in a most entertaining way, with many
enjoyable anecdotes cf the kind that can
corne fromn Ireland alone. The illustrations,
except the Initial leutrs, are photograpis
fronm life. Clilton Jobnson is the author.
Another book, with wbich Mr. Drysdaie
bas had niucb succeiss is Bernard Mc-
Evoy's, - Frein the Great Lakes te thc
Wide West," ane of the niait interesting
books on travel in Canada which bas corne
eut for some time. "Armeur Victor," a
noel of Ephesus and Rome, by Orr
Kenyon, bids fair te become ane cf the
best bocks of the season. It bas been
favorably compared te 4 "Qte Vadis," and
is considercd a more carefuiiy writtcn book
than tbat famous novel. Mr. Drysdale is
seliing it ini paper and clatit, fer 75t. and
.et.n-s respcctivoly.

T. R. Patillo, a well - known Englisb
sportsman, wbo recently spent some tine
in this country. bas wrltten a bock with the
title cf "1Meose Hunting, Salmon Fishing
and Other Sports in Canada," wbich will
appeal strcngly te aU wbc bave the slightcst
sporting instinct kr tbelr make.up. This
bock, tbcugb a somewbat bulky anc as te
ordinary volume goes. is welI gotten up and
prinbed, and is selling very well.

Among the Ieading new neveis of tbe
month arc "The Colonial,," by Allen
French (William Briggs, publisher), wblob.
in is paper edition, bas been going rapidly;
41 Belsbazzar," by Stearns Davis, publishcd
by The Ccpp. Clark Ce.. hs aise in good
demand. IlRash Conclusions." by G. W.
Appleton, and "As It Was Written," by
T. W. Speigbt. are twc novels wbtci bave
been well recelvcd ini Montrcal. and may bc
counted upon te bc amcng tbe Surnmer
successe.


