
THE PORTFýýOLIQ.

Mrs. Heiriatis visited Scotlaîîd ini 1829,
and made the acquain tance of Sir WValter
Scott, and iîl 1830 visited Wadswvoitli at
Mount Rvdal. Her brother Major
Biowvne, induced lier to niove to Dtiblini,.
%vhere, for a tiiîne lier failing healtlî uni-
prov'ed. But, at the age of fcîrty-c>ne
shie passed quietly away, lhaving- died as
shie once 'vishied-in the spring. ler
poetry expresses wvide iniag-inatioii, ex-
quisite delicacy, and a ptirity anîd Iofti-
ness of feeling. 'l'le stylt of writing wvas
hartiionious aad gracefsil. Almiost ail lier
poiv'ers are ricli in fie descriptioni and
iinterinnled with wlîicli are geins cf
lieautiful inîagery.

Tiiere lias probablv lived witlîin the
past ceîitlir3, no wvoniaii w~liose geliilîs
cliaracter, and positioni, are more fil 1 of
iîîterest thaxi Elizabetlh Bai rett Bon
iiîgs. Shie wvas far abov'e the femîale
poets of the age, and ranked witli t1ue
fir-st poets. Verv little is kiîown'î of lier
fainily life; but ý%'e learn to adiî e, res-
pect and love tlîis warin-hearted fi iend of
libeî ty, tlirougli lier works. Born in Lon-
don, inl 1809, Miss ýMary Mitford describes
lier as slie appeared at tlîeage of tweiîty-
six years:

"0 f a sliglit, delicate figure, witli a
shiower of dark curis falling on either side
of a niost expressive face, large, tender
eves, richly fiagi;ed by dark eyclaslies,
a7smile like a sunbeam, and sud> a look
of youthfulness that 1 hiad sollie difficulty
in pei.;îîadiîîg a friend that the trans-
latress of the "Pr onicetis of JtEsclîyliîs,"
thîe authioress the Essav' on ««Mmiid," wvas
old enougli to be introduiced initoconîpanyv"

Her education was sîîch as a wvoînan
seldoîn receives- Slie w~as tauiglit ini class-
ics, philosophy and science, and] lind an
extensive knowledge of Greek literat urc.
M'Vrs. Browning's flrst publislied volume
wvas etitlted <'An 1-ssay' on Mmiid." A
cî-itic, la thîe Edinbztrgh Reviewv, speaks of
it as ileither possessing mucli intrinsic
neiet, nor giving proinise of originnlity;
but, as "remarkable for the precociotis
a'îdacity withi which it deals wvith the
gieatest naines in literatuire and science."

In early life, the bursting of a blood-
vesse] ia onîe of bier lungs, rendercd it

necessary for lier, iii conîipany %vitl a
favorite brother, to visit To-qtiav. MX hile
there, the suddieu rwîi of this vounlg
inan, iîeaîly 1>1ostrated lier. For seven
years slie lay ini a darkzeîed roomn and
coîitiîiued lie.- studies; liaviiîg a Plato
bouîîd like a îîo% c to deceive lier plîy-
sician, wl'ho feared ineîîtal application
fraîne ieact iiijtiriotsl3 upon lier eîîfeebled

fan.Slîe wvrote " Lady Geraldine's
Coîîr-tslîip,'' wliile hviîg, ou a coud>i, ilu>-

* able to sit up. he *'Seî aliliiîni,' is a
dialogue between two angels, whoc ai e
wvitniessiui.g the crutcifix"ioîî, and giviîig
utteraîîce to their eniotioîî as tiey gaze
upon thîe awful spectacle. lîis wou k is
somiewhîat of a failuire; as it is impossible
to depict diaînatically thte wvorking of
aiîgelic natures. The "Drama of E.xile,"
thîe "4 Cry of the Cliildieiî," anîd "Aurora
L-eigli," a social epic la blaiîk verse, are
amioîg lier pi oductions. While iesiding
ini ltaly witli lier gifted litisbaîid, Robert
B3rowing, suie wiote " C:asa Guida \Viin.
dovs." Her deati occured iii 1861,
caused by a rapid ccnsuînption.

Mrs. Harriet I3eeclier Stowe is au ex-
ample of our- pioicer educatous. Slie wvas
bon il) thîe towiî of Litclifield, ini Ille
State of Connecticuit, 1812. Her fatlier,
Rev. Lynman i3eeclier, D. D)., was one of
the grauidest anîd sturdiest incai t!îat New
Englaad lias produced. lier iotlier
possessed extraordiiiary talenits, rare cul-
tuiîe, fine laste anîd a sweet, geiile tenijier.
Slîe died wvlieii Harriet wvas four veaîs
old; and tlîeî thîe little girl weait to live
witli lier ait, wliose tliuift and ordez-ly
habits lielpied to foi ni the chiaiacter of
lier niece. After two N eais spent thiere,
lier fatlier brouglit lier home to incet Ille
îîew nmotlier,' wlio wvas a veiy beautifial,

lady. Dr. Beeclier laid the fountdatir-'n of
lus clldrei's liteî ary greatness by causiiig
thueni to beconie fainiliar wvitli literatuire
ia tlieiryouth. Scott, B3yroni, Moore aiud
Irvinîg, were thîe favorite autliors; and lui
one suiinuier, Harriet and lier brother
George went t1îrougli vauihoe seven tinies.
' She wvas but iiue years old wviea slîe
wrote lier first composition in thîe %'Diff-
ereîîce 13etwveen thîe Nattural and thie
Moral Sublime." Two years after, slîe
was apîia;ited to be one of the writers at


