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allowing the uterus to remain whien it
beconcs necessary to remiove bothi ovar-
ies, seems to me to have but littile argu-
ment in its favor. WNe know full well
that in a majority of instances the in-
flamîed conditions that lead to the leces-
sity of most of these operations have
thcir incipiency in the lining membrane
and other tissues of the uterus. If then
WC stop at the removal of the ovaries we
leave behind the real centre of disease as
the nidus or hatching place of discased
germs. which are liable to prove disas-
trous in the future. In my opinion. mtîch
nonsensical argument lias been wasted on
this subject. The uterus i% simply scr-
viceable in the process of child-bearing.
After the ovarian ablation. its usefulnes,
as an organ terminates and it becones a
superftlious and foreign body. I have nro
sympathy for the sentinientality that weeps
over the removal of a permaniently dis-
cased uterus. Tt is far better to miale
these operation' thorough. speedy and
completc. than to rcmove a portion and
leave the renainder to c:îse years of
suffcring or perhaps necessitate the ordleal
of another operation.

I have never removedh a uteruis for

which I felt regret. I have allowed sev-

cral to renain that I anm sure ought to
have bccn renîoved. T have never knowr'
vaginal hvstercctomy to lie followe'd by
hernia. The vaginal vaulIt sems as stroig
or stronger thian when ocetpicl b'y thc-
weighty an<l diseased <rgan. The sexual
function in the mature woman is certain-
Iv not immediately diminished. T know
of several instances wherc the removal of

the diseased organ bas causeil an augmiien-
tation of the sexuîal sensibility. As :a ruile

it is therefore safe to say. when we have

to remove the ovarics. reniove also the
uterus. and do it per vaginam. The op-
cration may be divided into threc stages :
1. The cervix is encircled by an incision
and the entire organ is denuded antcrinr-
ly arid posteriorly. as far as practicable
2. the uterine arteries are clampcd and
the uterus is enuîcleated. or if that is im-
practical, it is removcd by morcellation :

the ovarian arteries are secured and tl
uterus, together with tubes and ovaries.
is cut away.

The technique of the operation I have
described in ny article in the Journal <f
Feb. 8. 986, wherc I reported tie first
twenty-two cases of this scrics.

After observing the German muethoi of
ocperating with ligatures and then witniess-
ing the operation with clamps by Pean.
I have not hesitated to aLopt the latter
mîethod and have never deviatei fro'm il.

In my sixty-six cases I have never hail
occasion to tic a single ligature. Onîly
once h]as hem'orrhage followed the re-
noval of the CLmpS at the: expirati.n f

forty-eight hours. This vas frnm the
right uterine artery. and was easily
clasIpel by a elainp wiich wns atllo 'w ed to
reiliain on forty-eiglht hou; i.nger. Fil
anothcr case hemnrrhage occurie d duringi
a dIressing on the eighth day. canwed prc-
bably by ton great distension f the va-
gina witl speculum by theli nurse. It was,
no t severe and yieclel to hot douches.
In another case au intestinal fistufla mani-
fested itscf on the nintlh day. This ci
tinued for about six weeks and thuen hca-
el spontaneously. I ai satistied r uthat
nanîy accidents of lernia, fistula1, scond-

ary hmcon' rrhaîge. etc.. are caused by un-
necessary distension of the vaginal idi-I
with dressings. Now. after the reimoval
of the clamps. I never llDow a spculumiii
to be inserted uni ;l fie woutn d is entirely
healed. The cavity is douchell once
daily. taking care not to all>w the iluti
to enter the abdominal cnvity. and the
mouî;uth or the vagina is distenîded! lightly
with two finîgers aid th.e parts dusted with
powdered iodoformn, and a snal strip of
gaize inserted to the depth of two inchies.
The e.term.l genitalia are again dusted
with the powdertd iodoform and a strip'
of gauze folded over the parts. A "T "
handage is adjusted and the dressing is
complece. An early evacuation of the
bowels expcditc'i the progrcss of the case.
This is usually done by an encma the day
following the removal of the forceps.
Menstrual storns arc ccrtainly nulified


