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allowing the uterus to remain when it
becomes neccessary to remove botle owvar-
ies, scems to me to bave but little argu-
ment in its favor. We know iull well
that in a majority of instances the in-
flamed conditions that lead to the neces-
sity of most of these operations have
their incipiency in the lining membranc
and other tissues of the uterus. If then
we stop at the removal of the ovaries we
Icave behind the real centre of discase as
the nidus or hatching place of discasert
germs, which arc liable to prove disas-
trous in the future. In my opinion. much
nonsensical argument has been wasted on
this subject. The uterus is simply ser-
viceable in the process of child-bearing.
After the ovarian ablation, its uscfulness
as an organ terminates and it hecomes a
superfluous and forcign bady. T have no
sympathy for the sentimentality that weeps
over the removal of a permancntly dis-
cased uterus. Tt is far Detter to make
these operatione thorough, speedy and
complete, than to remove a portion and
leave the remainder. to canse years of
suffering or perhaps necessitate the ordenl
nf another operation.

I have never removed a aterus for
which T felt regret.
eral to remain that T am sure onght to
have been removed. T have never knowr
vaginal hysterectomy to he followed by
hernia.  The vaginal vault.scems as strodqig
or stronger than when occupied hy the
weighty and discased organ.  The sexual
function in the maturc woman is certain-
Iy not immediately diminished. T know
of several instances where the remeoval of
the diseased organ has caused an augmen-
tation of the sexual sensibility.  As a rule
it is thercfore safe to say. when we have
to remove the ovarics, remove alse the
uterus, and do it per vaginam. The np-
eration may be divided into three stages @
1. The cervix is cncireled by an incision
and the eatire organ is denuded anterior-
1y and posteriorly, as far as practicable
2 the uterinc arteries are clamped and
the uterus is cnucleated, or if that is im-
practical, it is removed by morcellation :

T have allowed sev-
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the ovarian arterics are sceured and the
uterus, together with tubes and ovaries,
is cut away.

The technique of the operation T have
desceribed in my article in the Journal of
Feb, 8 1896, where I reported the first
twenty-two cases of this series,

After observing the German method of
operating with ligatures and then witness-
ing the operation with clamps by Pean,
I have not hesitated to adopt the latter
nmethod and have never deviated from it

In my sixty-six cases T have never had
occiasion to tie a single ligature. Only
once has hemorrhage followed the re-
moval of the clamps at the expiraticn of
forty-cight hours. This was from the
right uterine  artery, and was  casily
clusped by a claimp wiich was allowed to
remain on forty-cight hours tenger.  n
another case hemorrhage occuried during
a dressing on the cighth day, caused pro-
bably by too great distension of the va-
wina with speeulum by the nurse. 1t wis
not severe and yielded to hot douches.
In another case an intestinal fistula mani-
fested itself on the ninth day. This con
tinued for about six weeks and then hieal.
el spontancously. I am satisficd that
many accidents of hernia, fistula, sccond-
ary hemorrhage, ete., are caused by un-
necessary distension of the vaginal walls
with dressings, Now, after the remtoval
of the clamps, 1 never allow w speculuns
1o be inserted until the wound is entirely
healed. The cavity is douched oneg
diily, taking care not to allow the fluid
to enter the abdominal cavity, and the
meuth of the vagina is distended lightly
with two fingers and the parts dusted with
powdered jodoform, and a small strip of
pauze inscrted to the depth of two ijuchies.
The externad genitalin arc again dustedd
with the powdered iodoform and a strip
of gauze folded ovor the parts. A “T"
bandage is adjusted and the dressing is
complete.  An carly evacuation of the
bowels expedités the progress of the case.
This is usually done Ly an encema the day
following the removal of the forceps.
Menstrual storins arc certainly modified



