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puniahmenta could be as co0ndiîgn and pieturesque as those of the Middle
Ages, they niight prove more efleaeious than fines as deterrents f rom
repetition of the offence. A cat^egory of Wholesonie chastisements wa.
abolished with the pillory, the stocks and the dueking-.stoo,.Boston
Med. "~d Surg. Jour., Dec 21, 1911.

THE NATIONAL MEDICAL UNION.
On Dec. 15th a union with the above titie was formed at Manches,-

ter, England, to, flght the National Insurance Bill. It is flot quite clearwhether this is a union in the aocepted sense of the Word or whether itmeans simply an amnalgamýation. It is certain that the 2,000 membera
are greatly dissatisfled wÎtÎ the acton, or rather inaction, of the Britishl
Medical Aasociation's Couneil in relation te the bill. Upon Dr. Sack-
ville Martin 's statement that.the late medical secretary of the B. M. A.had been appointed an insurance commissioner, there were cries of" Shaie " and " Traitor,"1 and when Sir James Barr, president.elect of
the B. M. A., rosle to propoise a vote of tlianks to thle chaîrnian and at-ternpted to defend the B. M. A. he was told to sit down.

Dr. W. Coates summed uap the grievaunces of the profession whenhe said that the independence of the -niedical profession had been chal-lenged ; their Iivelihoodi was at stake; their utility was in danger, andflot only were the doetors in danger, but the whole of suffering hurnan..ity was in danger also. It was dctermined to maintain the union so
long as any danger to the profession existed.

SPBOIAL WESTERN NUMIBER.
In furthering the plan of prodncing special issues of the AmerioanJournal of ,Surgery, composed of contributions by surgeons residing

within a certain geographical area, yet o! international reputation, therewill b. issued ini the early part of 1912 a special Western number of tis
magazine.

Subjects and those to contribute:
Tii. Operation of Gastroenterostomny, by William J. Mayo, Roches-

ter, Minn.
The. Surgery o! Tendons, by John B. Murphy, Chicago, 111.
Operative Trea.tment for Grave's Disease, by George W. Orile,

Cleveland, Ohio.


