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TH-E VALUE OF THE REFLEXES IN DIAGNOSIS.*

BY J. S. RISIEN RUSSE.LL> M.D., LONDON, ENG.

21fr Preiden, Ladies avd Gentiloeen:- -It hias been miy go
fortune to receive inany kindnesses froîin our profession, and it la-s
been iny privilege to address distinguishied audiences. Fully as 1
a.pprec--te the honoris I hiave enjoyed, and grateful -as I arn of the
eonsideration tha.t hlas beenl extended toine iu the past, I feel thiat
the hionor your Council hias donc aie far exeeeds anything that I
have hlithierto expcrienced.

I caîu imagine no greater comîplimient than to be entrusted witlî
the delivery of the Address in Medicinîe at so important a meeting
as the Canadian M.Nedîca.l Association is hiolding in Ottawa to-da,
and I mmi confident thatt those who have been gyooci enougli to honlor
ne ini the past would bc ithe first to admit that the position ini
whicli your Council hias nom, plaeed nie is the inost hionored I haý,ve
cyer filled.

ri,îiere are, Sir, sonie momnents tlîat canniot finid adequate expres-
sion in words. Mygratitude is very sincere, but I air, too couscious
of niy inability to find a portai suffieiently wide to convey the f'ull
depthi of mny feigto mnake nie risk the attempt that wvotld 1be
sure to, end iu failuire.

No wvords of mine can ever thank you enoughi for the great
honor which. you have donc nme.

'When attempting te decide upon what subject to address you
if, naturally oecurred to mne that it must be on sornething of neuro-
logical interest, as it wvas improb)able that any general, survey of
medicine would be expected irom. one w~ho hiad devoted 50 niucli
time to a special departmnent.

On reviewing the neurological subjeets that scemed niost suit-
able, Vue usuial idifflculty mras experienced in deciding whichi ta
select. lIt was not witliout niany xnisgivings thlat the value of -th.-e
reflexes in diagnosis wvas finally chosen as ]'ikely to be the mnost
profitable, for I ain very conselous of the laege anieunt of work of
the 'greatest possible excellence that lias been donc on this sidp of
the Atlantic. Three considerations niainly encourag6dl me to ad-
here to my decision. One wvas that the same objection couhi be
urged in regard to any subject I miglit choose. Another wvas that
so muchi worz -lias been donc on the roflexes during recent yoars,
and se, mucli that is contradiet-ory lias been, written abouit thiern,
that there is a danger thaît the profo.ssion nay become skropticail ,tg
to their value. The th-Iird consideration that influenced mie wsthat
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