10 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

and occasionai shooting pains across the upper part of the chest, and had
he not stated that he “ fancied if he were to slcep he would dic, as he
felt a suffocating sensation in the throat and chest when about to doze.”

These symptoms naturally led me to make a closer examination of
the heart. 1 detected nothing abnormal with the exception that its
contractions were nnusnally loud upwarnds and towards its base, more
particularly m a line to the right acress the nupper portion of the sternum.
The respiratory murmur inight be heard in front and to the left of the
orzan. The pulse in the right arm was natural though feeble, that in
the left could nut Le felt at all.

From the subseqnent histery of thiscase I presume that the absence of
arterial pulse in the left arm existed for some time, and I fear must nave
been overlovked by my not adopting the ordinary wise routine of feeling
both pulscs.

Tordered hum to take pil. saponis ¢ opio gr. v at night and to continue
the ot wine.

Dec. 2. 1le dud not sleep last night.

drd. Tle passed another restless nightand complained much of the
st flocating sei:sation in the threat,—ordered to take morph. hydrochl:
gr.o i at 8 pomneg and again at midnight if sleep did not supervenc.

Deeo 4. He slept a hittle last night.—1Ic seems depressed and
low-spirited.—To take a draught of lig. opii scdat: spurit, ath. sulph. co
with camphor nixture every $th hour.

Dee. 5. He has had 6 to 8 hours sleep during the lust evening.-—
Ilc scems cheerful and says he is mu- b refreshed.

Staff Assist. Surg. Dr. Bareett kindly accompanicd me to make another
examination of the chest. On perenssing the left mammary region we
clicited the clear natural sound. Dr. Barrett too considered that the
heart’s action was preternaturally audible to the nght and behind the
sternun, but in other respeets he believed the Licart to be liealthy.—We
carcfully examined the yprincipal artenes, viz:— the earotids on either
side, the subelavian, axillary, radial and external iliac arterivs.—We tound
the arterin] power of the left side of the system unegual to that of the
right: and the inequality was chiefly manifest in the left carotid and
Jeft rusdadd urteries s—indeed the pulsation in the latter vessel had until
this day been absent, and now was scarcely appreciable. We were in-
duoced, in the absence of any ascertainable eardine discase to refer his
«ymyfuis to i ancurisin or other tumour in the neighburhood of the
arcn of the worta. (Pr. Douglass, 26th Cameronians, who extumined the
chust 1 the aftertoon, concurred in the opivion.) We directed him
to coatinue the sedative draught at night, if necessary, and to take a
Lage r nllowauce of Port wine,



