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Sroret demand “for' soal, (he eRAGnt
give in. In the meantime tho'ouwogm'

The output of No, 1 Mine—Prineess—and of No. 3
~Florence—of the Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Coy,
are remarkably elose. The output of each was 175,-
000 tons odd, for 1917. And the difference in the
number of men fn each of the two mines was neg-
ligible. People who think coal is high might figure
out what coal costs on cars at the pithead, by tak-

ing the average net output at 650 tons a day, and the th

h?:d'eolt‘&wpcrm Then add cost of

ete., t.una?omtiqn to pier charges,

head charges and i tals, and then they may

express ‘little wnnde:n’hen some operators declare
they would as soon allow the coal to remain in the
mine, In the United States it is not so much a

4 question of ﬁpx-hze as the question of getting the
coal at any figure. >

+ Though the spokesman of the executive of the
A. M. W. said two or three weeks ago that that body
had said the last word on the wage question, mapy
more words have been said since. Senator Robert-

. son and James Watters were sent to Cape Breton
by the Minister of Imr, who had refused an appli-
cation for a Conciliation Board with Watters as a
member, to confer with the parties to the dispute.
Conferences were held and a compromise agreed
upon subject to approval of the coal eompany's
directors. Another conference is to be held this
wuk,mdginlikolyun-u r t will be reached
which will‘apply to the several companies in Cape
Breton. The exeeutive of the A. M. 'W. plucked at
a gown o’ gold and should be content that they get
a sleeve o't. The Cape Breton papers are to be
mended in running with the hares and holding with
the hounds.

A HINDERANCE TO INCREASED mwmol
The foll is from the Herald. The story may

have interfered in any way as the checkweighman

is elected and pd(!i'y Possibly ‘‘com-
'l'dﬁ-.' —

ng one ¢f the difficulties of on

was | d just that mueh.’”’

ORIGIN AND IMPORTANCE OF COAL. !

Havintg stated in general teras what constitutes
a mineral it may now be in order to narrate in detail
the several useful minerals of which the provinee is

e p , their cha ristics and the purposes
they serve.

Of all the minerals the province has been en-
dowed with coal takes the premier place. Compara-
tively few people it is suggested have, with even
their every day contact with eoal in one way or an
other; begun fully to recognize the highly importan
part this mineral plays in modern life, There is
nothing over, on, or above the earth’s surface that
equals, not to say transcends, it in importance and
from which so many and diversified artieles of com-
merce which play a tous part in p: t
civilization ean be extracted and utilized. Some o
these shall be ated in subsequent articles. |
Meantime, let the topic be ‘‘ What is Coal?”’

A hundred years ago, or in or about Hugh Miller’s
time, the idea was clung to in many parts of Great
Britain—one -may not be able to deal with the
idea prevalent in other countries—that the history
of coal was coeval with that of gggation, as so grand-
ly deseribed in the opening chapt ofGonr. It-
was then a common belief that, surely, coal was a
creation, and not a formation through the action of
the forces of nature continued through numberless
years. At that time the eommon le had not
been convineingly instructed by scien that “‘a
day"’ in Genesis was far other our division into

one of twenty-four hours. In of Beot-
land—England might be belied if ed—a cen-
tury or so ago, the one who coun when told

that coal was beyond doubt a ereation, was looked
i who believed in no

by slow deg
g:ldud formation, an evolution, should
as wonderful a thing as a ereation
puzzling at times. To.many the impres-




