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EDITORIAL SUMMARY,

Adulteration of Food and Drugs.—
A bill is now before the British Parliament
“To amend tho Adulteration of Articles of
Food or Drink Act, 1860, and to extend its
provisions to Drugs.” The former Act was,
from various causcs, found to be ineffectual,
and the present measure, intreduced by My,
Dixon, is supposed to put matters in a prac-
ticable shape.

The first clause declares that any person
who shall admix, or cause to be admixed,
with any article of food or drink, any injuri-
ous or poisonous ingredient to adulterate the
samo for sale, or any person who shall mix,
or cause to be mixed with any drug, any
material to adulterate it for sale shall, for the
first offence, pay a penalty of jfifty pownds
sterling, with costs, and if convicted a sccond
time shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and be imprisoned for six calendar months,
with hard labor.

The second clause imposes a penmalty of
twenty pounds, on any person who shall sell
any adulterated article of food, or drug,
whether he knows it to be such or not;a
repetition of the ofience is punishable by thie
publication of the offender’s name in o news-
paper, or any such method as the justices
may deem desirable.  Public analysts are to
be appointed, to which suspected articles may
be submiited by inspectors of markets,
nuisances, &c., whoso business it shall be
tofind outadulterated substances. Purchasers
of adulterated articles can also submit them
for analysis on payment of a fee not exceed-
ing five shillings, and the cexrtificate of the
analyst shall be deemed suflicient evidence
for conviction.

The above aré the principal features of the
Act, which is certainly sufliciently stringent
for all purposes, and if enforced will be of
great service to the community.

Trichina Spiralis.—A most interesting
lecture on trichinosis was delivered recently
by Prof. J. C. Dalton, at the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, New York, and is
published in the Boston Medical and Surgical
Journel. The Dr. states, that by investiga-
tions made in Chicago, it was found that one
pig in every fifty was infected by disease, and
that the Gormans in that city furnished most,
if not all, the cases of trichinosis which had
ocenrred.  Thisis to be accounted for by their
cating badly cooked sausages and underdone
ham. A temperature at icast 160° F. is
necessary to destroy the worm. The Dr.
accounts for the perpetuation of the species by
the following hypothesis :—

Suppose weo start with the piz infected

with quiescent and sexless trichina. This
pig is butchered. You know that butchering

cstablishments ave the abundant resort of
rats, which feed on the refuse scraps of meat,
and of course these after n time become in-
fected with trichina.  “Uhe worms are dovel-
oped in the intestine of tho rat, and produce
living young. These not only infect the
muscular system of the rat, but they ave also
discharged with the foeces. Theso freces
become mingled with the blood of the pig—
an animal, as wo know, not very fastidious
with rezard to his food, und consequently
subject to several parasitic diseases—and thus
the round of development of the trichina is
comploted. Again, its perpetuation is pro-
vided for by a similar round between the cat
and the mouse. I'he mouse becomes infected
by feeding upon refuse meat, and the cat by
devouring the mouseor rat.  We have, there-
fore, the natural history of tho animal,
embracing in each case two different phases,
m one of which it undergoes an active devel-
opment, in the interior of the intestine, while
in the other it assumes the quiescent form,
becoming encysted in the substance of the
muscular system.

Weights and Measures.—The intro-
duction of the metrical system of weights
and measures into pharmacy is exciting con-
siderable attention in England.  The subject
wasbrought before the Pharmaceutical Society
at their lost meeting, by Dr. Redwoud, and
considerable discussion ensued, which will
be continued at the next meeting, as mem-
bers thought it desirable that the question
shonld be thoroughly ventilated, and a means
devised to render the adoption of the metrical
system imperative  Mr, Haselden remarked,
that for the future it was intended to examine
young gentlemen who intended to pass the
Pharmaceutical Board, in ihis system, and
that after Oct 1st,hic believed the examination
would be enforced. The sooner, therefore,
students become acquainted with the subject
the better. France, Belgium, Holland. Italy,
Spain, Portugal, Greece, and part of Ger-
many, have now adopted the system in full,
and we hope this attempt to introduce it in
England may prove successful, and that
Canada may not show herself behind the
times. Prof. Redwood’s remarks will be
found in another column.

New Law regerding Dispensing in
New York.—A bill has been introduced,
and is now awaiting the governor’s signature,
regulating the dispensing of physician’s pre-
scriptions, in New York. Theact declares it
unlawful for any person to prepare a medical
prescription unless he has served two years
apprenticeship in a drug store, or is a grad-
uate of a medical college or college of phar-
macy.  The employer, or person in charge
as proprietor, is also held amenable for per-
nitting an unqualified person to dispense.
The penalty is a fine, not exceeding S100; or
six months impriscument in the county jail.
In case of death arising from violation of the
act, the person offending is to be decemed

guilty of o felony, and is punigshable by a
fine of not less than $1,000, nor more than
£5,000 ;5 or by n term of imprisonment of nut
legs than two, or more than four years; or
by buth fine and imprisonment, if the court so
direct. The act is to take effect immediately.

A New Elemont.—Spectrum analysis
has again proved the means of discovering a
fresh additjon to the rapidly increasing list of
clementary substances.  ¥.J. Sorby, F.R.S,,
whilo examining a specimen of jargon, noticad
certain bands which he could not attribute to
the presence of zivconivm, or any other kuown
element, and which he therefore held to de-
note a new substance. At a recent meeting
of the Royal Sociely, he exhibited thoso
bands, by means of a spectrum microscopo,
and formally announced the discovery of a
new metal, for which ho proposes the name
Jjargonium. It is, howoever, questionable whe-
ther the sume appearances which led M.
Sorby to this conclusion, were not observed
« previously by Prof. Chureh, who attributed
the phenomena to the presence of Svanberg’s
norium.  The Chemical News, for May, con-
tains o letter from Prof. Church to this efiect.
At all events, My, Sorby was ignorant of
Prof. Church’s investigations, which were,
huwever, published n the May number of
the Student, 1866. The Chemical News thinks
it probable that further researches may show
thet Svanberg’s nona, Church’s nigrin, and
Sorby’s jargonia, arc each separate entities.

Composition of Road Dust,—3r.
Dancer, F.R.A.S., has been making micro-
scopic examinations of dust, and has em-
bodied his obiservations in a paper read beforo
the Manchester Philosophical Society at their
last meeting. A liberal alluwance of animal
life was found to be present in ordinary road
dust, the largest amount being about five fest
above the surface of the earth. The main
portion at this point was composed of vege-
table matter which had passed through the
stomachs of animals, or suffered decomposi-
tion in other ways. Thisisa very pleasing
reflection, when we consider that five feet
from the surface is about the height of a
man’s mouth. The investigations of Mr.
Dancer may go far to show how the germs of
disease may be inhaled into the system
through thce medivm of the air, and will
doubtless prove useful in a sanitary point of
view,

New Lucifer Match.—Dr, Fleck, of
Dresden, has invented anon-poisonous match,
in which sodium, in a fine state of division, is
mado to take the place of phosphorus. A
mixture of sodium, nitrate of potash and sul-
phide of antimony is made into a paste, with

a solution of cacutchouc, and small pellets .
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