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Mr. Chadwick has also furnished inconstestable proofs of the ab-
solute necessity of more active physical training for females and of
its bearing upon the future welfare of the sace. Butthis subject has
been rendered o [amihar to American readers by the able pen of
Miss Catherme I5, Beecher, that we need not touch upon the Eu-
ropean view, except 1o say that the noble labors of Professors Ling
and Branting, of Sweden, liave been ably seconded by very many
of the governments of Nothern Europe, where a method of gymnas-
tics for females, has been systematized and practically adopted.
From this brief sketch of the practical working of physical military
exercises in Enrope, let us turn to what has been accomplished
among our own conttymen, whose activity in behalf of public edu-
cation c-lled foith the compliment from Prof. LeRoy, which we
wish was better deserved, especial'y by the elass which he specifies,
that ¢the improvement of schools 1s, so to speak, the fived idea,
the constant preoccupation of the statesmen of America.”?

We have indeed a noble and hiberal system of edueation, but we
would see its fostering care so extended as to invigorate the boches
as well as develop the mentat faculties and intellectual powers of
the pupils. The mihtary exercises won!d best accomplish thig, and
at the same lime form our public schools into A XURSERY FOR A BRAVE
AND EFFECTIVE MILITIA.

Early in October last @ conmnunication was addressedd by the
writer 1o the different governors, and vaiions other persons con-
nected with the executive departments of the Northern States, in
1egard to the advantages to be denived fror the introduction of
infantry drills in the }mbllc schools, and by early preparation in
school-days to strengthen the militia of the different States. At
the same time it was placed before the New York and other City
Boards of Lducation, and referred by them to special committees.
The ~ubject was also agitated through the columus of the daily
press. ‘I'he warm responses which have been accorded to these
conunmpeations, prove the deep mterest which is felt in this im-
portant matter, and it is to be hoped by the time this article
appears in print, some legislative action will have been taken.

In New York, the energetic Judge Advocate General William
H. Anthon, being engaged in a report upon the militia Jaws, and
taking a warm interest in all mauters relative to the efficacy of the
militia, thus speaks of the importance of some alleration in the
present system, in a letter addressed to Mr. Curtis, President of
the Board of Education in the city of New York:

« The entire system, inmy judgment, needs revision and reform,
in order to make the militia” what the Father of the Republic in-
tended it should be.

It has been suggested by several persons, and among others
Coi. Richard Delalield, U. N, A, and Maj. E. L. Molineux, that
an excellent foundation for an improved militia system would be
the introduction of ¢ I'he Alanual of Arms,? and ¢ The School of
the Soldier and of the Company,’ into vur public sc™ools,

I s disposed 10 consider these suggestions as valuable, and
shall feel oblized ta you if you will, as early as may be convenient,
inform me how far yon deem them practicable, and how they may
be most conveniently introduced into the institutions under the
charge of vour Board.”?

Alr. Cuitis, whose personal observations on the European schoo)
systems, amd whose long experience at the head of the Educational
Board of the largest city in the Union, renders his views of the
greatest value, replied

“ It has been my opinion for years that military instraction
hould, under certiin restiictinns, and to a cerlain extent, be given
10 the older boys in all the schools and institutions that are sup-
ported or draw funds from: the public treasury. It is but just to
the State whose munificence =ustains these schools, that the pupils
should be instructed 1n these branches of knowledge that will make
them useful aml eflective in defending and protecting the State.
A well organized militia, recriving from year to year into its ranks
the disciplined and instracted youth who have passed through the
public rchools, and to whom the duties of the soldier are fm%ilinr,
will always be sustained by the public confidence amt esteem.”

Military discipline and exercises are by 1o means an untried
experiment in the annals of American education ; some of our hest
private schools and inslitutes having long since adopted it, and
\\!'ithagoml degree of success as it will be our endeavor now to
show.

To the admirable regulations of our National Military and Naval
Academies, we need uot refer; the systematic course pursued by
them for the development of health, for discipline of mind and
body, being well known to the majority of our readers.

One instance which came uuder the writer’s personal observa-
tion, will sufficiently illustiate the dependence which can be pla-
ced upon well-drilled boys in case of emergency.,

In April last, when Washinglon was defenceless, Baltimore in
rioty, and all Maryland in a state of revolt, communication being
cut ofl at Annapolis, there was great fear of attack upon that im-
poitant strategetic point. The pupils were prepared for any exigen-
cy, and slept with their loaded rifles over their cots, At an alarm
ol a night attack, there wis no hesitation anmong those galiant litile
fellows. They were up directly ; fell in their ranks and oft at a
double-quick for the point of danger, in an almost incredible short
space of time, The elder boys dragged their howitzer with them.
Had an attack taken place, those pupils would have given a good
account of themselves and have stood their ground with courage
and steadiness. The secret of this 13 the discipline, for which
they are indebted to the assiduity of their brave and experienced
superintendent, Captain Blake of the Navy.

f.et us read the epinion of this able officer in respect to the ap-.
plying of this discipline to pub'ic schools:

¢ My cexperience at this institution long since impressed me
with the importance of this subject, and 1 itended to have given
my views publicly, but you have left nothing more to be' said upon
ityand 1 can oniy hope that those who have the control of our
public schoois will view the subject as we do. We have reccived
abount a hundred: and forty acting midshipmen this year, sowme of
thenn very young, aud although they have not been here two
months, they present a beautiful example of such results as the
system would produce all over the country.”

It must be acknowledged that the States now in rebellion have
devoted much more attention to military instruction in special
schools, than we have, many of them pursuing the European plan
of State Academies devoted to military science. Thus while we
have been obliged to create ofticers from the small nucleus afforded
us from West i’oint, they have had the students from State' Coul-
leges to officer their regiments.

For a long time back Virginia has annually expended upon her
Military Institute neatly $50,000; South Carolina, $30,000; Kent-
ucky and other States have likewise institutions, founded in whole
or part, upon a military basis. .

Although several altempts have been made to obtain legislative
action for similar institutes in the Northern States, they have not,
up to the present time, been successful, owing, we think, to the
groundless opinion that it would prove a heavy tax, without a cor-
responding advauntage. We shall endeavar to prove in this atticle
how economically an academy could be supported. It is, there-
fore, 10 private enterprise, we are indebied for any experiments
which have been made in this respect.

Several of our best boys® boarding-schools in this portion of the
countty, have for a long time employed a military instructor for
the pupils and been managed on a semi-military organization ;
they have been well sustainid by the patronage of the public. We
instance two or three schools of the present time.

Dr. Russell’s Collegiate and Commercial Institute of New Haven,
is one which has already been of national advantage to us, for
according to Prof. Daniel C., Gilman, ¢ the scholars were of areat
service in drilling the recruits of Connecticut at the outset of the
war, and many of them now hold important posts in the army.
‘The scholars were formerlytrained as infantry ar.d are now atartille-
ry practice.” Mr. Gilman very justly observes,that in a country like
ours with no standing army, every able-bodied man should learn
to bear arms, and there can be no cheaper or efficient way of doing
this than by teaching boys in schools,

The Eagleswosd Collegiate and Military School, near Perth
Amboy, N. J., has been recently organized on the military plan.
The scholars are formed into a battalion under a superintendent
and colonel commanding, the rest of the officers being taken from
the scholars. The State of New Jersey has supplie(r the institute
with arms, and the military regulations apply to the conduct of the
pupils in their general deportment. The reasons given for em-
ploying this discipline are the same that apply in every instance,
that it 1s the most orderly and effective, increases the energy, vigor
and manly attitude of the boys, and induces cheerful obedience.

To Mujor J. P. Prall, Military Instructor, we are under obliga-
tions for 1he following acconnt of Mr. Tracy’s Military Boarding
School, at Tarrytown, V. Y. . ..

« There is no question, in my mind, of the utility of military
instruction in schools,and if I had any doubts, they would speedily
be removed by the fact that the very exigency you propose to pro-
vide lor is being developei, only in a less degreo, in the volunteer
army now fighting our country’s battles, There are a number
holdinge honorable positions in the army of the Potomac, and else-
wiiere, who have more particulatly come under my own observa-
ten, that have passed through acourse of similar instruction 1o
what you propose, in private military boarding schools, who give



