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its directions, ive shall surcly find at
lengtli that every stop of our career lias
botli conduced to iead us to and prepare
us for the happy land, which the Lord
our God givoth us.

It is, however, pcculiarly important
to remark, that as the pillar did flot
shew the Jews thoir entire course at one
view, but oniy stop by stelp; so provi-
dence ieads us oniward in a state of
habituai dependence on his ai<l. Our
impatience often wishes to see the way
made plain far on bet'ore us, and because
-we have flot our wish wo think the Lord
has ceased to guide us ; but lic thinks
best to show us only that portion of our
path which we ought now te tread, and
when we have trodden that, stili another
stage shail bo pointed out to us. Hie
nover fails te give us the directioxi, if
we are willing to impreve it.

A second benefit secured to Israei by,
the pillar was protection. Scarcèly hadi
they loft thoir house of bondago, ore
their cruel tyrant "lmade ready his
chariots, and took his people with Mim,
and be took six hundred ohosen chariots,
and ail the chariots of Egypt and cap-
tains over every one of thern ;" pursued
after them, and overtook them as they
were encamped by the lied Sea, deter-
mincd utteriy to dcstroy thcm. It
seomed that their ruin was inevitable.
But "Ic h ange1 of God which ivent
bofore the camp of lsraei removed and
wvent behind thomi: and it camiebetweon
the camp of the Egyptians and the
camp of Isruel, and it ivas a cloud and
darkness te them, but it gave lighit by
nighit to these, so that the one came net
near the other ail the nighit. And it
camne te pass that in thc morning watchi,
the Lord ooed unto the hosts of tho
Egyptians, throughi the pillar of fire
and of the cloud, and troubled the host
o? the Egy.ptians;" and on the followv-
ing morning Israel Ilsaw them dead
upon the sea shore."

Thus does our Lord's good pro)vidlence
interplose betwcen us and our adversa-
ries. Somotimnes wesec its interferenee:
whien our opponents, temporal or spirit-
uial, have risen up against us, and wve
hiave begin to think our case quite
desporate; its tiiy interforence hias
rcpelled them, and given us a tritimphiant
reseue. iBut ive have doubtlcss been
ilhe objects of its proecting rare, ninre

frcquently thian we hiave known our
obligations: the assaults woro invisi-
ble, and the deliverance fnseen; but
they were not on that aceunt the less
real or important. It is because of its
perpetual defonce that we have advanced
thus far in safety, and its faithful and
almighty aid wili stili secure us tili ive
pass this wvorl o? danger, and wave the
victor's palm. The design of our Lord's
appearing was "lthat we should be saved
fromn our onemies, and fromn the hands
of ail who hate us; and that 'we, being
delivered from our eneiois, might serve
him, without fear, in holiness and righi.
teousncss ail the days of our lives."
W~e "are kopt by the powver o? God,
through faith unto salvation." So that
we may boldly say, "1the Lord is M)y
hielper, I -wihl not ièar what men can do
unto me." IlThe Lord is, the strengthi
of my life, of whom shial I bie afraid.
*When the wicked, even mine enemies,
came upon me, te eat up my leshi, thety
stumbied and foul. Though a hs
should encamp against nie, my hieart
shahl not féar; though -%ar should rise
against me, in this 'will I hoe comforted.
that "lthe Lord is my banner."

Rest wvas a third blessing îvhich the
pillar breuglit the Jews. They could
not be always travelling, and yot liow
could they tell amidst the dangers and
desolation o? an unknewvn wilderness,
-what would bie a suitabie place for theni
to sojourn in ? Therefore, says Mose,
"lthe Lord their God went in the way
before them, to search thern eut a rcsting
plhace to piteli their tents in, in tire by
nighit, and in cloud by day." l the
place wvhere the cloud abode, thero tuie
children of Israel pitched their tenu.
As long as the ceud abode upon tlie
tabernacle, they rested ia thieir tentu,
and when the cleud tarried long upon
the tabernacle, many days thon tliey
journeyed not."

And does the providence o? Jessei
afford us no repose ? Far othorwise.
If~ 'o yield ourselves and eircumstaicts
to its arrangement, it often net only
suffers, but reejuires us te intermit oti
toils, both temporal and spiritutal, ai
te enjov delighitul antopasts of thial
eternal rest, which, remnaincth for the
people of Ged. IlHe maketh us to lie
down in green pastures" o? invigoratiqg
relaxation ; "and leadcVh us besidi, til


