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prince of' the power of te air. Jeho-
vah, on the etiier hand, in the convul-
sions of' nature, ini te dispensations
of' his providence, and in the threat-
entings o f'his word, affords aw ftui proofs
of lus dispicasure against sin. The
resuit of sucli a contest cannot bc
doubtf'ul ; aîîd wve ask, ean titat inan
be happy, or can hie be Uie subjeet of'
pleasure, who is thus opposed te tie
l3eing wvho made him, aîid who !nust
consider his Creator his eneîny? If,
irideed, lie lias peace of' any kind, it
is that awfut and portentous stilliiess
which, prec.edes the dreadf'ul confliet
ini wlîiclî Uic sinii-r shall assuredly
fli, and from whiei lie shall descend
to the regions eof punishnient and des-
pair.

I3efore a rebel like nian can* be
happy, the opposition towards God
that reigns in his hcart must be de-
stroyed, and the affections of' his soul
receive a new bias; the fear of the
conseqiiences of sit, under wlîich lie
niust constantly labeur, niust be re-
înoved, and the pursuits üflhs life be
cianged. Now w'e appeai, both to
tce nature eof the change required,

and to ail the observation of the world
wc have been able te make, wvlether
or not inan possesses a utatural dis-
position to unake peace withi God, to
return to his service, and to render
hini due biornage! We ask, does man
possess a single desire te be hîappy In
Uie only way in wviich God eau niake
him, so ? That lie wvould be filcd
with pleasure we know, but are those
pleasures pure ? Are they sîtchu lu
wluich. au angel wvould deliit; or
are they eof a nature that would saLis-
fy the soul, fallen and depraved as it
is? Tfle answer thtat must lie gyiven
is easily anticipated, and leads te the
conclusion that. a changae must ho
produccd, and that true religion eau
only be irnplanted in te lîcart eof ian
by Divine poiver. Tihis fact accords
with te whole teuor of' scripture;-
xvhich universaily represents the re-lurn ef' mnii to (;od as the efict cf,

influence exerted on lus id by te
Holy Spirit; "1 Cati the Ethiopiaii
change bis skinî, or tue leopard luis
spots? tlien may ye also do good, that
are aceustonied to do cvi ;-," And
lie shali convince the wvorld of gin, of'
rigliteousn ess, an d of j udgment."-
&CGod, who comnniandcd tue liglit te
shine out of darknress, hath shiined irito
our liearts, to give us the liglit oftlî
knowledge et' the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ -"-"1 And you
biatli lie cuickened, ivho wvere dead la
trespasses and sins."

Wve sec then, thtat if religion exists
iii the lîeart at ail, the pritîciples of it
mîîust have been iimplan ted titere by
the Spirit of Go<1; and if' iL lias not
its resideouce in te heart, %vhtatever
pretensiens a nian nîay make, lie lias
deccived hiniself if lie supposes that
lie possesses truc religion. Now, lîcre
we pause, and appeal te scripture and
te reason, anti ask, would God excrt
Itis influence on te mind et' man te
niake hlmi unlîappy ? It is truc, that
ini the proeess which te seul under-
goes in turning frein the siavery eof
sin te the service et' God, there must
be some paitiful feelîngq,-titere must
fall soi-e bitter tears cf' repentance.
iBut this serre'v arises, net from, te
cireumstance of lus engaging, ii te
service eof God, but frein painful regret
titat he did net enter t soozier ;-it is
iiot because hie is now under the re-
strairits of' religion, but because lie ivas
se long thîe servant eof sm ;-it is neot
because lie is brouglît iuigli te God,
but from, grief thtat he se long watt-
dered frein Uic orîly source eof bappi-
ncss. Iu this grief there is îndeed a
hely jey, and this repentance leads te
happiness here, and te a world cf'
felieity beyond the grave. 1-ence,
wheu îuauy Christians are flrst taught
te truc nature o>f religion, and arc

eîîabied Le believe tce gesplcl testi..
rnony concerning Jesus, i ey "arc
filled viUi ,joy unspeakableauid fuît
et' glory," vhîich Umey thei imagine
<ait itever enîd, but ivill conitinue to


