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terian Church in the United States.
But why do the college-s thus cry for
more men? Is it from any nierely
selfilh consideration, such as the de-
sire to rise superior to other colleges ?
Nct at ail It is because the college
authorîtics are simj>ly re-echoing the
urgent cry which perpetually issues
from tbe thousands of fields of labur
in which men are wanted. When we
consider the great numbcr of those
fields, wvhen we reflect upon the
vast extent of the N. W. territories and
the multitudes of people wbo are
streaming into those territories, wben
we remember tbat the whole world is
the field of mnissionary labor set be-
fore us by our master, and wben we
think upon the number of nien pre-
pared to enter on the work, we must
exclaim, "'The harvest truly is plen-
teous, but the laborers are few."

Tlhe question, then, Homv shahl we
secure more mnen for the work of the
Christian ministry? is one flot only
of immense practical importance, but
also extremely urgeizi at the piesent

The ansiwei usually given to, the
question is this: let us bave a revival
of genuine religion throughout the
bounds of the Churc1h, and then we
will have an increase of candidates
for the ministry. With this answer
we of course agree. Let the Word of
God, wbichi is the instrument of the
binner's conversion anid spiritualup-
building, be more fitblfully and more
earnestly preached by our ministers,
and studied by ail thie members of
our churches ; let tliere be more
fervent and persevtc:ing prayer to God
on the pax t of minibters and peuîle
alike, for the outpouring ofli; spirit
in richer abundance ; let tbere be
more steady, earnest Christian work ;
in short, let ail the nicans of grace be
i nproved as they ougbt to be; thus
let us be endued ivith power fromi on
high s0 that many niay be turned
fron darkness unto light, and froni

the power of Satan untu God, and
many of God's people greatly advanc-
ed in spiritual lufe, and the inevi-
table consequence will be; a large
accession to the Christian mmîistry.

But w~hile this answver to the ques-
tion is quite correct it is flot suffi-
cient. In order to secure the desired
increa.,c of candidates for the minis-
try, it is flot enough merely to pray
and wvurk with th,. general object in
view of securing a general revival of
religion. There must be mnore.Praj'er
ilzid. moie work /iaz'ing Mle specialt ob-
ject it view J ~cf rn more mien for
Mhe ilzst-y. Here 1 ain cun'vinced
the Church bas been greatly to blame.
While there have been many prayers
offered and muehi energy expended
with the general end in view of a
blessed rehigtous awakening and ad-
vancement, there has been too much
neglect of prayer and energy with the
definite end in view of securing that
which is one of the most essential
means whereby this revival may be
attained, viz., a sufficient number of
Christian workers.

In order then to secure more men
for the ininistry, we as ministers and
peopile, mubt pray more earnestly and
perseveringly for this very objeci. This
is in accordance witb our Saviours
comnmand, 1'Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest that Ile will send
forth labourers into hib harvest." We
are apt to forget that not oitly is the
office uf the Christian ministry an in-
stitution of Clhribt*s appoiniiiient but
the truc niembers of the Chiribtian
ministry are bis gitft to the Chu-c*h.
We neglect therefore toc> much the
duty of beeking frorn Hirn in earnest
prayer the needed Christian laborers.
Of courze the " laborers " needed in
tbe Lord's harvebt field enibrace mort-
than those %v lo are calied to the of-
fice of the rninistry, but the Christian
minibtry is inelIudted in thebe, and it is
further the special gift of' Christ, the
great King and Head of the Chiurch


