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THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.

-pires of grass tlm\\Em\vs.whon summor’s | Such, wy frend, is a faint viow of the

radiance gilds tho vale ; this by every leaf
that flutters in the breoze ; and this multi-
plied by ail the figures that would wind tho
earth fiom pole to pole; and aftor having
ondured all this long and inconceivablo se-
ries of ages on ages, and of dire and inefla-
ble torment, multiplied thrice ten thousand
times into itsoll} these wretched boings wilt
bo but just beginning to begin thoir suffor-
ings—but just entering on the portals of
misery ! The saume number of agesof
torment will roll over and over their heads,
again and again, and still the dark vaults
of their prison, while echoing with their
groans, will roverberate with the awful
sentence,‘Etornity cternity terni-
1y of misery is before you !'

O my God! and what.isall this misory
for ? this protracted and interminable suf-
foring ?—1Is it to do God any good ? No
—for He is high above all, supremely bliss-
ed foreverraore. Is.it to do the saints in
Heaven any good ?—No; they are far
removed from temptation and sin, and to
derive pleasure fiom such a source they
would havo to be worse than demons !—
And it cannot dothe damned any good, for
there is to De no end to their sufferings.—
What being then in thé whole nniverse is
it to doany good ? There is none—there
canbe none!

“We have heard of the cruelty of a
Nero, a Caligula, 2 Robespierre, and our
blood has been chilled in its veinsat the
recital ; but what was the cruelty of these
compared (o what this doctrine ascribes to
the Father of the univeres! e have
heard the soul-chilling tales of bmbarous
cruelties inflicted by the savages of the
western wilds 3 but what _are the terrors
and tortures of the Tndians tomakawk and
scalping-knife, to the terrors and tortures
of a never-ending hell! We have heard
100 of the almost incredible «ruelties of
Mahcmedans, Tarks, Arabs and Algerines,
of Cannibals and Inqu'sitions—and we
have heard of the slow flames tlat consum. |
ed Michael Servetus : but what are these
crueliies, barbaritics and outrages —what
arcall the crueltics aud sufferings inflicted
and endured, throughoat the wide world,
from the morning of timeto the present
period, when compar  wih what it is
«ail the Father of all mercics, and a God

I}

hell wo aro told so much about, and which
itis said awaits alarge portion of our fel-
low beings! [t is a torrible subject to
think of—moro terrible than o belicve !
Aud.it does seem to me that 1ts advocales,
if thoy believe in what they say, should
exhibit more serfousness and candor in
their cfforts to dofend it. Thoy should
show by their conduct and bebaviour, and
by every thing they do or say, that they
kaow and feel it to be an awful, an over-
whelming sentiment—one at which the
soul instinctively shudders and shrinks
back in terror, and which every feeling of
*humanity rises up and condemns as some-
thing too bad for the dovil himself—mnmuch
less should shech a thing be ascribed to the
Ged who made us ! Their conduct should
be far different from what it is. Like the
pious and eloquont Saurin, while preach.
ing in defence of this monstrous senti-
ment, thoy -should exclaim, “I sink, 1 sink
under the awful weight of my subject ;
andT declare when [see my relations, my

friends, tho people of my charge, this-

whole congregation ; when I think that J,
that you, that we are all threatencd with
these torments my soul seems to die with-
inme! When I see in the backward-
ness of my devotions, the langor of my
love, in the levity of my resolutions, and
designs, the least evidence, though it be
only presumption, of my future misery, 1
find in the thought a MORTAL roISON,
which Jiffuseth i:self into evcry period of
my life, rendereng seciety riresome,nourish-
ment  cnsiped (yleasure disgustful, and life
i'self acrueu BiITTER ! T cease to wonder
that the fear of hell hath made some xap
and others meraxcuory ! Such it would
seem should be the language and feeling
of every true and benevolent christian who
realiy believes in this horrid doctrine. And
men -vho concentrate theirtime, labor and
energies to the establishment of its truth,

rather weep over their trinmphs!

Suppose that some might+ champion of ; misrepresented and belied in every possi- son : and it points to a Resurrection 1
Partin)ism —some staunch end  ealous ad- ; ble manner, and the Bible is ransacked, { Life and Iinmortality—not for.a part—Dbt

Ayroll -round? s Kingdom isto be one: of sorrow and denth ; this is the grand, the

. be so bitterly opposed ?
insterd of rejoicing at their success, should | too foul, and nolabor too arduous to be em- | Savior who is the brightness of his Father

all, and that liis tendur wurcies wiv ovor | bluod wll natons o dweid on the face oo tie
all:his works I Strange consisteucy !— carth ,” and points out beyond the poutais,
How doth n sweet fountnin sond furth . of the grave n bright Immwrtality —a Hea.
bitter waters ! [ en and n [Tome for all, in the boundless
This same Book declares that the Son ; loveof the Futher, whore they wdl eter.
of man took upon himselfflosh and blood | nally progre:sin Virtee, Purity and Hagp-
“(that.through death he might destroy him | piness, still rising higher and highor in the
that had tho power of doath, that is, the ; scalo of lntelligence, and ap roviatin
devil”—but this champion of diabolos has | nearer and nearer to the Perfection of thy
proved-that the devil is to be immortal—to | Infinite, but which lLiet nity will be tw
live and reigu, «and triumph, whilo God | short forthemever touttain, Yes, n Heas.
himself sholl-exist, and tho years of Litorni- | on and a Home for ull, buyond this word

that shall never end; and his subjects will | glorions featuro—the chiol excollonce v
far out numbor those of the Ileavenly the whole.  We ali have ovk Favaen
world ! ) . and wa all shall have oxt Uosean Hesm
Iho Savior “diod for all”~ and his ad- | Ex.
vent was announced by anglo-songs, “glad 3. 1t recognizes Jesus Christ as the So
tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all  of God, and the Say ar of tho world —the
people :* but this IHeavenly concertnv I} * Mediator between God and mon”—wWh
prove to be but o grand Sy.en Overture, L guve himself a cansom for all,”” and “taste
intended only to deceive the nations, and | death for.cvery man.”  He is the ghoso
the Saviour of the world-will have died in | instrumentiin the hauds of tho Father, t
vain! for thousands and millions will go ! Enlighton, Reform, and Save the world
down to the burning realms of the Infernulz IIo suffercd and died and rose again th
world—their condition iade only the, third day, and “became the first fruits
more wretched becanse!Christ died to save ! them that slept,”” that he might bring “Lir
them ! i and rmsorratary to light? He “is th
All.this and more follows if the doetrine , head of evory man”—“t.he flvst born fr?l
of eudless punishment bo true. And for: the dead,” m.ld ag h.o lives, \\'?~shu]l liv
proving this a man is Inuded to.the skics ! | also”—he will not fail norbe discourage
17e has refuted Universalism, and establish- { 4ill he shall have accomplished the gre.
cd the truth of an endless hell ! His book | work before bim 5 for “he shall sec of' th
is circulated and read with delight, and the | travial of his soul, and shall be satisficd.
people hail hun a5 a great man, a mighty 'Fi"““Y: it recognizes _‘hf’ Bible as th
champion and defender of the Faith!—: word of (.rod, and as contmmng.a Revele
and all too because he proved that some of ' tion O.f ngs; Character &nd Attributes, an
themn wiil be damned—perhaps they them- of His Will and Pur.pose»conc?rmng L
selvos, or some of their nearcstand dearest | Family of Man ; and it constantiy uppea
frends! “Woe unto them,” saith the, © this Book, and to the great BOOk. «
Spirit, “for they have ponc in the way of ; Naturo in support of the above sublim

Cain, and ran greedily afier the error of . trutlxs: o . |
Balagin.” ’ Universalism is the very thing that |

good, desirable and glorious ! It showsu
. ! . . X

And what is Universalism, that it should ; a God who is the Father of us all, an
No means are| whose nature and cssence is LOVE ;

ployed againstit! It.is abused, slandered, , glory, and the express image of his per

v.zate for the ciains of Hell. hould prove | pervorted and mystilied, in order to make
to his ow n satizfucton, and thrsatisficiton ; it appear odious, false and detestable—and
of kis heaters or renders that th:e doctrine ‘ that too by men professing to he the ¢ salt
of endless punishment is unguestionably - of the earth,’ and the followers of Him who
truc; and what has he done ? Has he  suffered similar treatment from.a similar
dune aught to be proudof 2 Has be done | class of men, in the days of Pontius Pilute !

for all: theshigh andthe low, the rich an
the poor, the bond and the free—all alik
are the children of the Infinite Fathe
and all shall alike, sooner or later, share i.
the rch bounties of His Grace. This
Universalism. .

+

* even enough to strike thers from the scale ' g, "nnd helpless childien!

of all grace will infiict ox his own off-.
=pring, in hell! They are nuthieg, and
lezs than nothing, in the comparison.—
‘They are, s of necessity they must bet
of short duration ~thex are soon eaded at
Jongest 5 but the sufferings of Lell are
never4oan end! ‘Lhey are to be exer

increasing and never "r-a.‘ii.l.)g: and their! od victims of an uncnding hell —That
unhappy subjects are to be ever destroy ' hushands and wives will be torn asunder
ing and never destroyed ; ever dying and:
never dead ; ever burning and never con. -
sumed ! God is to exert Ilis own omnip. |
otence to keep them in baing, that he may
ever have something (o be-angry at, and

ever have the pleasu: e of toriner ting them;

although they never injured him, orhad it
in their power to do so—for ‘if thou sinnest, |
what dost thou agriast Ilim ? or if thy,
transgressions be multiplied what dost thou | fiself will:bo clad in mourning, and.a pall
mito im ¥ Thy wickedness may hurt 21 of gloom and deep sndnessbe thrown-over
man as thou art, and thy rightcousness may | the entire universe.of God ! Qur Fleaven-
profit the son of man.’ No mercy canily Futher, he says, will heap all this mis-
ever reach them in that Jismal abode, not . :chicf and wretchedness upon his own err-
And this
of existence, and terminate their sufier- proves from that Book which declares that
ing' by annibilation. ’( “God islove,” and that  “He is good uato

separation js to:be # lasting as Eternity !
O, tho despair, the misery, the indesciib—
able wretchedness which this dostrine dis-
closes, und which, if true will one day " be
realized by a tcembling world ! Heaven

=

that which should make the hearts of tie § What thenis it? ) ; Why then shonld any object to a Go:
vighteous glad, or entile him to their) Uni\'(;SIIisln recognizes the exist-
cffecm and grmituflc ! With the Biblein . ence of “ong only living and true Gnd»—
his hand, and, as it would seem, from its’ who is tha supreme .object of our devo-
sacred pages, he has proved that some— ;'ﬁons, and who'is possessed of every possibs exalted character. Universaliam is th
nay, by fur the greater partof his:fellow ;‘iy great and glorious attribute and perfcc-: neplus uitra of the Christian’s hopes an
be ngs will eventually be made the wretch- © 20 1 or con-command our love, or invite . desires=—a  system perfect in oll its part
Lour pmisé. ¢Jn him is Power,which knows | —the grand *point, beyor:d. which it is in
o control—wisnoy, which never errs, but ! possiblo to go.  The mind of man-canm
—parents and children separated —and | o 0q \with infallible cortainty ‘the end from | conceive .any thing better 5 nor desit
f;:mi;ics broken up and .ruined forever ! i the beginning, and from ancicent time the aught "3“‘ is not found'hgr?! o .
No mare weeting again—io more 1 | thing that isnot yet dono’—Mgncy, which |- -Nothing shost of a universal' Home i
union of friends and of kindred ; this !

It teaches that this Supreme Being, whowm 50 good and perfect and lovely a gospt

pel like this? Itpropeses the highe:
possible good Jfor man, and throws aroun
the divine Being the loveliest and mo

melts in pity oler the woes of man— Heaven—~a Home for all the ohildren «
Trori, which cannot lie — Howixgss, ! earth, can satisfy the mind ; nothing le:
without spot or blemish—Goopsrss, un- 3 than o Gep oF LOVE, whose Fatherly car
changing as the Iiternal and impartial as | extends over all his creatures; con fill th
the light of heaven—and Justice, which!.soul till it thirst no more. Thisis rivix
rowards the virtuous, and punishes the | WATER, of which if a-man drink, he sha
vicious, according.to those cternal’princi- ; thirst no more ; it is that BREAD OF 11F}
ples of rectitude and' equity which are the ! whereol' if 2 man eat, he shall never d.ie’
same yestorday, -to-day, and-forever.” It» Why is it, Irropeat, that man should rejec

we call God, is the Creator and Father of | as this, and bew out for himsell cystern:
us all. . , broken cysterns  that wlll hold no water

9, It recognizes the Universa) Brother-+ Ab, it is because we are selfish, partit
hood of Man~~God having “creaed ofone , beings, and are too apt to measure God'
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