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flirting and taking refresglimcnt after Llioir axer-
Lions.

",wlîy doos lie nlo cone V Silo asked hurseli
agaili anI again. '-He proinised in is4 letter
that lie would h bre, that lie would soc me at
thie bal!. It is ftlrea(ly quite ]ate and lie bas naL
put in an appearauce yet. 1 did not think hoe
wouli have troated me thius. I do not know
whîat ta, inake of iL. WVhat could iL have beenî ho
îneaînt ta tell nia to-nighit about the baronet?
Soîncthing rnust hava liappened ta liiin. And
Oh Perey, wvhy don'- yau caile ?

But lio caioneua, and the oening dragg,,,ed
wearily ou for the tinfortiinate Fanny, w~ho took
no intcrct wvliatevcr. iii the inirth wvhichi was
going on al! arotind lier. The wvbole place scuned
ta bier ta o hirling inadly round in cruel dis-
regard af lier state of inid, the crowds turned
lier dizyy, the vory perfume of the flowvers wvhich
filled the air stupefiod lier, slin wvalked on as in a
dreani. Site bad by this Lune givemi up ail liopes
of the lieutWnane.s turning, lp, and wvas heartily
wishing tlîat the festivities wvere at an end, iii
ai der that she nîligbit have a fow moments of rest
ani quiet ta coleet lier tlîoughits and rcncew lier
tired energies. About elevcn o'clock, as sile was
li'stlea4ly païsing tlirough the groat hall of the
lbouse on lier ivay La the ball-rooîn. silo encaunt-
ered Lb" baronet, who rýecogniizedl lier iii spite of
lier disgiseq an(l begcd the -favour of a dance
witli her. l)eeply as sue dotested Min by this
t:uie silo acqui-àesce']l, baving no reasonable 2xcuse
ivady for doing otlicrwise, and tlîey passed on
to join tlîe tlurong of dancers an thue spacious
floor. Her mothior, passing near them, sawv thern
and smiling said to lierseif, l'Fanny is ecîïing'c
roundi ail righit. She lias evidontly thouglit bot-
ter of lier decision, and will soen bc conmpletely
reconcilcd ta the baroniet, and thon nuy plans for
lier future wvill hoe iii a fair way toward being
reahiZed. lIme Nlajor aisO notiCCd fUeC fact Of blis
dauglter und Sir James bein- togretiier, and it
was muot. altxagetlier with a feeling of pleasuire thiat
hoe did se; for, tliough lie licd been talked aver
by lî wife into dcclaring limrself in favour ai
this match %vith the baronet, lie liked Lieut. Fair-
banlk botter than tho former, and nuareover lie
feit sorry for lii» iii iiavin- ta lose his proniised
bride.

The barouet Nças in high u.pirits,and whispored

innuinerablo delioafo compliments in the car of
lus graceful part.nor as they carerod through the
rocn ta the jubilant UiSlC of the latest waltz.
But only in lier car 'iid lio wh*ispor thoni, for
Vthey had no othcr effect on lier savo to rather
weary lier of bis presnce. Once they passed
a couple strolling along the corridor, the man got
lip to roproent a mcdiaevaI knight ani the
daînsel an bis arin masquerading as Old Mother
Hubbard. The girl spoke a few words ta lier
counpanion, and the baronet started perceptibiy
at the sauind of lier voice. After that thoy wcnt
out ta tho) conservatory. The knight and bis
lady foliowed tbemi unpcrceîved. This conserva-
tory, wvhielb was not tha large one, but a smnaller
ane in wbich the Major kept bis pet rarities, in-
cluding same pricelless orchids, was descrted.
Searcely had they scated tiiomselvos when the
second couple appep-ed before tiiet, and the
wcii-known vaico of Lieut. Pexcivai Fairbauik
addressed the baronet.

1'Sir James, inay 1 eukl if you have ever met
this lady V'

At the saine instant the wizenod aid creature
at bis side drow off lier xnask, disciositigr the
fcatures of a liandsonie young wvoinan, deeidedly
Frcncli-looking. and of a da.shing and ratber
.stagey appoarance.

The baronet rose precipitateiy, knocking over
as lie did so a pot containing a inagnfcitse-
mon af the rare Ulontoglossurn 1arryanruin, and
sinashing the priceless flower ta, pieces.

«I ouise " ha gasped, and thon recollecting
hiniseif addresscd his remarks ta the lieutenant.
«'I do not know this lady, and ta, what xnay I
ask do 1 owe the honour ce ýlii interruption ?"

"I1 tlîink you must bc inistakzen, Sir James,"
saidl the girl, for 1 ktiowv 3'ot very wvcU, tooa weii
in filet. But possibly you farget the tume when
you woe fooliib enough ta praomise ta love, coin-
fort and bionour me tili death us should part, and
I was foulishi enougli ta behieve you. 1 amn not
nt ail anxiaus ta, keop you up ta that promise,,
but 1 th,.ught 1 woild like a little 1-oecng-c for
thie way in wvbich voit ]lave treatcd nme lately,
anud so I came over to have my finger in the pie
yon seîn to buave been so successftul in making.
It's no use proto>sting ignorance, baronet, I bave
witnesses with nie, anid I'rn ail ready to, malce 'it
lively for you, if you. struggle. I nuay nat be au


