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But not eontent with weging warfare against actual sin, I have
orten taken an arow Jrow iy guiver to urge it home aganst bad
habnts, churbsh dispositons, and thoughtless behaviour; in doing
thiz, 1 may, at times have been a bttle severe, but we have all
something to forgive, and you must forgive ne.

With shame, also, T achnowledge a disposition to prate about
myself, which I fear s too comman winong old folks. 1 have sad
smare of myself than T onght 1o have sud, and thonght more
heeabv of invscl th o {onsht t thmk.  'This is pitiful pride in an
old mn who ol to know, and, indeed, does know, the worth
lesiness ot all hus productions, and that in his best estate he s
altogether vanty.

‘Tirere 15 yet another fohing that all must have observed in me,
a bad hibit of passmg oo suddenly from the grave to the gay,
from the hvely to the severe. Tiie natural buoyancy of my thoughts
renders e continually hable to tus sofieruty : let iy friends lay
hold on wiat 15 sobid iy remarks, and forgive any thing hke
Tovity,

"Lhese are failmgs m Old Humphirey, but the worst of all his
faults 1s yet to be named, and that is that he has not, m a
strmghtforward, ngit.on course, more constantly dwelt on spirit-
ual subgeets: he has biat about the bush, oo often contenting
himselt with an occasional allusion to godhmess.  Few and fur
between have been lus earnest appeals to your conscienees in
spiritual affuirs : he has followed the will.o’-tic-wisps of his own
nnagination ; and has been too much hke the thermomncter, that
accommodates itself to the temperature of the atmosphere that
surrounds it.  Oh for a godly sincenty, an uncompronusing integ-
rity in all things!

Now I am about to take my leave, a sense of my deficiencies
oppresses me. 1 could blush to think of the hitle that I have
done, where I ouzht te have done much: of the lhghtness of my
lanauage, where 1t ought to have been weighty! 1 feel at this
moment that an old man has no business to amuse himself in
blowmg bubbles and baiarcing straws, when all the best energics
of lus heart and s»ul are vot enough to enable him to discharge
his duty.  Pass by, then, all that you have found in me undeser.
ving of regard, my censurable pride, and my foohsh levity: and
if my pen has cver been that of a ready writer in divine things, if
ever a single sentence has escaped me, adapted to make you
wiser and better, let it not be forgotten.

In the mdst of all my errors and hight.heartedness, T have that
abiding conviction of the goodness of God, and that love for the
Redeemer m my heart, which I would not be deprived of for all
that this world has to bestow.  Come, then, let us stiive toguther,
ramung the race that 1s set betore us with increased alacnty, in
the service of our common Master.  Let us ching more closely to
the cross of Cunst, aud scck more camnestly for the sanct:fying
wfluence of the Holy Spart, that, purged from worldly dross, we
may be made meet to be partakers of the glorious nher§ance
picpardd tor God's people, through Him who hes loved us, and
wiven lanselfl for us, that we meght hve for ever, ¢ Finally.
brethren, tuacweii ! be perfeet, be of good comfost, be of one nund,
Live 1 peace, aud the Gud of tove and peace shall be wath you.”

The Responsibilities of Bockscllers.

Ttisavery common thing to hoar of the evils of permicious
reading, of vy st onervates the mind, or how it depaves the
prnciph s, T eomplinte are doubt'ess just. These books
could ot be road, and th <~ cvi's would be rpared the world, if
an - dad ot wire, and another did not print, and another did not
sddl, and anothor d d nat circolate them. Are those then, withe
out whose weoney the miscline f coulid not ensue, to be held mno.
cent o zfording this ageney? Yet, leadly as we complain of
the ovil, and cancfuliy as we warn onr cluldren to avord at, how
seldom do we hear public reprobation of the wrniters!  As to
printess, and bawokecllers, wnd library koepers, we scarcely hear
tiesr off nees mentioned at all. We speak not of those aban.
doned preblications which all respectable men condemn, but of
thase wlich, permcious as they are confessed to be, fornish read.
ang-rooms and hibrance, and are habitaally sold in afmost cvery
bookseller's shop.  Seoeea says, “He that lends a man money to
carry lum to a hawdy. house, or a weapon for his revense, makes
himsdif 2 pastner of s crime.” e, too, who writes or sells a
book which will, in all probability, mjure the reader, is accessory
fo the meschicf wh ch nay be done; with this aggravation, when
compared with the examples of Seneca, that whilst the moncy
would probably do mischucf to bt ane or two persons, the book
may mjure a huadred or a thousand.  Of the wnters of mjurious
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buoks, we need say nomore,  Iithe inferior® rents are eons iy,
thte pranary awent must be more eensurabl o A printer on a bog,.
seller should, however, refleet, that to be not o bad a8 another,
a dferent thmg from bemy annocent. When we see tast iy
owrnier of a press will print any  work that is offered to him, wyp
no other concern about its tendency than whether it will subject
ltim 10 penalues from the law, we surely must pereave that heey.
creises but a very imperfeet virtue,  Isat obliatory upon us pt
to promote ill prmeipics in other meen ? He does not fulfil the o,
ligation.  Is1t obligatory upon us to promote rectitude by unin.
puiachable example? e does not exiubit that example. i
were right for my neighbor to furnish me with the means of moral
mjury, it would not be wrong for me to aceept and to cmploy
them.

I stand in a bookeeller’s shop, and observe his customers succes.
sively coming m. One orders a lexicon, and one a work of seyr.
nlous mfidehty 5 one Captain Cook's Voyages, and one a new |-
centious 1omance. I the books Her takes and exceutes all these
orders with the same wilingness, T cannot but perecive that theee
is an mconsistency, an incompleteness, m his moral principles of
action.  Perhaps thns person 1s so conscious of the muschievous
uicets of such books, that he would not allow them in the hands
of his children, or sutler them to he seen on Ius patlor table.  But
if he thus knows the evils which they infliet, can it be right for
him to be the agent in diffusing them ! Such a person docs not
exhubit that consistency, that completeness of virtuous conduct,
without which the Chnstiun character cannot be fully exhibited,
Step into the shop of thus booksclier’s neighbor, a druglglst, end
there, if a person asks for some arscnic, the tradesman begins to
be anxious.  He considers whether it is probable the buyer wants
w for a proper purpose.  If he does scll it, he cautions the buyer
to keep it where others cannot have access toit; and, before he
delivers the packet, legibly inscribes upon it Poison.  One of these
men sells poison to the body, und the other to the mind. I the
anxiety and caution of the drugaist is right, the indifference of the
booksctler must be wrong.  Add to which, that the druggist would
not scll arsenic ut allif 1t were not sometimes uscful; but to what
readers can a vicious book be useful ?

Suppose for a moment that no printer would commit such a book
to hus press, und that no buokscller would sell it, the conscquence
would be, that nine-tenths of these manuscripts would be thrown
mto the fire, or rather, that they would never have been wrtten.
T'he mference is ubvivus 3 and surely it is not needful again toen.
furce the consideration, that although your retusal might not pre.
vent vicious buoks from being published, you are not therefore ex.
cmpt fiom the obligation to rcfuse. A mon maust do his duty whether
the difiets of hus fidchity be such as he would des:re or not.  Such
purity of conduct nught, no doubt, eircumscribe a man's busaess,
and se Jovs purity of couduct m some other prof ssions ; but if tus
be a sufficient exeuse for contributing to demoraiize the world, of
profit be a jusidication of a departure from rectitude, it will be
casy to dedend the business of a pickpocket.

I know that the principlies of conduct which these paragraphs
recommend, lead to grave practical consequences: 1 know that
they lead to the conclusion that the business of a printer or a hook.
sclier, as it 1s ordinanly conducted, is not consistent with Christian
upnghtness. A man may carry on a business in sclect works:
and thus, by some conscientions parsons, s really done. In the
present state of the press, the ditficalty of obtaining a considerable
business as a bookscler without circulating injurious works may
frequently be great, and stis m conscquence of this difficuily
that we see so few bovkeellers mmongst the Quakers.  The few
who do conduct the business generally reside n large towns, where
the demand for all books 1s so great that a person can procure a
competentimcome thuueh hie excludes the bad.

Fle who ismore studious to justfy lus conduct than to act aright
may sy, that if a poreom may scll no book that can injure another,
hie can searcely sellany book.  The answer 1s, that although there
must be some difficnlty in di.crimination, though a baokselley can-
notalwaysmform himsclf what the precise tendency of a bovk is—yet
there ean be no difiicuity m judging respecting numberless books,
that their tendeney isbad. 11 we cannot define the precisc disnes
tion between the good and the cvil, we can, nevertheless, pereaive
the evil when it has attained to 2 certun extent.  IIe who cannot
d stingsh day from evening can distinguish it from night. .

The case of the proprictors of common circulatng hbranies s
yet more palpable : because the mayo ity of the books which tief
contan inflict injury npon ther readers.  How it happens tha:
persons of respectable character, and who jom with others ml2




