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The General Assembly. vl

nught to be subordinate and subject unto the
greater and superior assemblies.  To this de-
claration, which we humbly conceive isa deci-
sion in point, and to the wholespirit and system
of the presbyterian government, this sentence
of the commission i1s manifestly repugnant ;
and thercfore we doubt not but the vencrable
asscmbly will justify our dissent ; and will find
that the commissions have exceeded their pow-
ers.” Principal Robertson’s comment upon
the statement is—¢ As the same errors scem
to be againrevived, as the dangerous tencts of
independency spread fast, and have inall ap-
pearance infected some of our own members,
we do humbly conceive, thatit would have be-
conie the reverend commission, rather to have
imitated the vigor of their forefathers, in sup-
poriing the presbyterien discipline and govern-
ment, than by this unprecedented sentence to
have given admittance, and promised impunity
to the most unconstitutional tenets and practi-
ces.”  Itconcludes—¢\We cannot help being
surprised, that our brethren, whose consciences
are so tender in other points, should fecl no re-
morse of conscience, for giving such 2 blow to
the authority of their mother chureh.” (Laugh-
ter.) With these counsels the assemnbly pro-
cceded to itsduty: The General Assembly, by
an ingenious system of cruelty, resolved to bar
—(hear, hear) this door for the relicef of pres-
byteries. The callers of 3Ir. Richardson,
brought the casc under instructions of thecom-
mission, before the assembly, complaining of
the presbytery for not executing the senience
of the commission. 1Ic forgot to mention in
its proper place, that the commission in March,
while they refused to censure the preshytery
of Dumfennline, again appointed them to ad-
mit Mr. Richardson. The petition and com-
plaint was taken up by theassembly on the
16th May. What did this assembly under
such guidance, and so zcalous for form and
due citation, do? The complaint was not
served on the presbytery at all. The seven
days allowed at present were not given  them.
In therecords of all such cases we find no
such things as ten days’ previous notice.  \We
often find the éomplaint presented on one day,
anid judgment three or four days afterwards.—
e had many instances before him, but he ueced
not go over many- e would oniy refer toa
Iate case of the synod  of DumfTries, where the
complaint was served on the Tucsday, and the
partics ordered to appear on the Friday. The
Assembly, without hearing the presbytery,
ook up the petitionand complaint on the 16ih
May, agreed that the commission had exceeded
itspowers in not doing what it ought to have
done—ccensured (the presbytery.  Judgment
was delayed till Monday the 13th; on which
day, partics being called, the Assombly, with-
out having cited or heard the presbytery, agreed
and issued an order, appomting the presbytery
of Dumfermline to meet at  Inverkeithing on
Thorsday the 21st, to admt Mr. Richardson,

making five (instead of the usual number three}
a quorum, so as to invelve the necessity of
sone one whose conscience was violated by
the proceeding being pressed at the ordination.
They also granted 2 warrant on Tuesday to
cite cach member of presbytery who did not
attendand talke part in the services, to appear
at the bur of the Asscmblyon Friday. OnFn-
day, the Assembly resolved to depose ong,
and on Saturday, they deposed that hely
man, Mr. Gillespie—(1Icar, hear, hear.)—
Now these were the tender mercies of the Com-
missions of other days. God forbid he should
ask this house to foliow such an atrocious ex-
ample. Ile was not there to recommmend any
such course. They (the Eiangelical party)
maintained the same power; bat he trusted
they never would exercise it in a way so fearful,
and would never refuse to listen to the appeai
of 2ll parties. 1le feit that he could not und
would notin any case for @ mcre act of insubor-
dination; taken by itself, unless prolonged and
perpetuated in @ way which rendered it neces-
sury to proceed o the extremity of depriving
minister of the gospe! of Christ of the sacred
character confersed on him at his ordination.—
Therefore he said at once that it was not Wis
purpose to ask this Assembly to pronouce any
such sentence now.  Therewere other actings
of those parties which involved far higher
crimes and inferred far more Lenivus puinsh-
ment.  Nay, though onc of these actings was
1o apply toa tivil court to exempt them frem the
jurisdiction of an ccclesiastical court, and to
suspend church censures, though by the aci
1592 it was declared, that any wan who did
such an act should be be labic not mereiy to
depesition, but smmmarily to cxcosnaumcation
without any form of process, hie would nut tulic
advantage of an act which he tiwught dire-
garded justice.  Nay, more, he weull nol pro-
pose now toproceed at once to livel the purties
for their offence. Ile desired the Church to do
nothing rashiy at all ; but that the proceedings
of the Asscmnbly should be of such a furmmas
should bring out the true character of what
had been done, and it conld net be forgotten
that they were not proceeding to punish a cun-
tempt of their own authority, bui 2 cuntempt
of the authorily of the Lord Jesus Christ.—
But before pronouncing any sentence atally he
desired to deal once more with these vuhappy
men.  The Commission had appointed a Cam-
mittee to deal with them—i Commitice of most
admirable and venerated men,who hadalistuned
from any one act that could create prejudice ur
hesitation on the part of thosc seven gentle-
men to eagagein the conference—Dr. Gordon,
the present Modemtor, and Mr. Brice.  These
three in the dead of winter proceeded to Aber-
deen, 1o hold aconference with their misguided
brethern.  They had communicated with them
beforchand, they were not madeaware that they
wonld not be met.  They wercailowed to go
north ; and did these ministers sce those
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