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w~ill ilot sufice to sel)arate the
hard-pressed particles.

The civilizatian of Ruissia, Dr.
WTeinon- remnarkýs, may be lcss
higliiy developed than our own,
ki)t it is very far aliead of the civi-
lizatian of the Cliiinese; and whiat
is spak-en of as Russian encroach-
ment in ]Eastern Asia may be nat
only the best thing for the wvelfare
af our race, but, in the nature of
tliingýs, inevitable. The niilitary
and religiaus iii.usic of Russian
Siberia, naw sw'elling again inta
exultation and triumph, seemed
like the mardi music of that Chiris-
tian civilizatian which sorne of us
h)elieve is destinied ta regenerate
China and averspread the earth.

The onlv sigiQ oif human lîfe on
the Ciniese bank of the Amior
wvere the wigwams af some wvan-
dering Tartars. The transference
of this extensive, valuable, but al-
togethier undeveloped territorv
froni Chinese ta Russian rule is
aniy a question of time; and 1l*et us
hape, in the interests ofhumanity,
that the time will not be lang.

It is only just ta, say, that in
education and refinement, in frank-
niess, intelligence, and camman-
sense, in unifarm courtesy of (le-
rneanauir, in freedom fromn band-
age ta the absurd canventionalisms
of caste, Russian military officers
appear ta be at least the equals af
any other members of their pro-
fession in the world.

The IRussian Jews alwvays cam-
plained bitterly of the treatnient
tliev received, and wvhen I asked
themn why they wvere thus treate(l,
they invariably replied, " Because
we crucified Jesus."1

At Nertcliin.iz, Dr. Wenyon left
the Amaor. For the next two
thausand miles, he writes, with the
exception of one day's steamner trip
across Lake Baikal. wve must travel
again by tarantass. But uic wvnt
on cantinuou-sly night and day,
onh- remaining at a station long-
enaough ta change horses and con-
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'vcvance; and froin suinset to dawvn
not anly \vas the temperature
lower, butt tliere wvas nothing ta
divert aur attention frorn it. The
winid wvas so colci it seemedl ta
cornle direct fronii the Northi Pole.
Elastw'ard and westwvard thiere is
xiot a town i witliin hundreds of
miles; southwvarcl are the wraterless
plains of -Mongalia; and northwvard
ane mighit walk as far as the Polar
Sea3 without meeting any sign-ý of
human habitation.

The Trans-iBaikal is wvhat Dot-
any Bay and Van Diemlen's Land
%vere at the beginning of the cen-
turv-a cesspool for the rascality
an'. crime ot the homne provinces.
Alrnost ail the people engaged in
menial eniploymlent-farmi labour-
ers, herdsm-en, and yemschizs-
aire ticket-of-leave convicts.

The piety of these people is
peculiar. lit neyer accurs ta theni
that there is anything at ail incan-
gruous in shawingc their respect for
the teachings of the Chiurch by
getting drunk. The heaviest
drinking is at Baster, %vhich is per-
haps the most popular religious
festival in Russia. Whale villages
then give themselves up for several
days to wine-bibbing; and if anl
astanishied stranger asks the mean-
ing of such carausing, a chorus af
voices instantly replies-and wvith-
out the slighitest intention of irre-
verence-"' Why, because Christ
has risen"I ; and at the Nvord they
clink their glasses and drink again.

Baikal is a fresh-water lake,
1,500 feet abave the level of the
sea; it is nearlv a mile deep; its
length is --qual ta that of Englani.
The earli, Russian settlers, laoking
upan its surface fromn the gloomi of
the farest were sa impressed wvith
the mystic silence of that vast soli-
tude, that they narned it "The
Haly Sea."1

The gold-mines an the Lena
have long been, and are stili, very
productive ;and large fortunes
have been niadte. Irkzutsk, thaugh


