
$396

TECUMT'lI IL-.*

A POBTICAL TALE~, IN TtIMISt CANTOS.

AIIGU-M11EN'I'.

A,.%oNscr the tril)C of' the Shawanees intlmbiting- the country about
a hundred miles to, the soutlî of Lake Michigani, there -were twvo
brothers, iv'ho, a fev years beffbre our last war witlh the Un)itetd
States, liad gained great influence over tlîeir 'llow warriors 1)v
qualities usutally nîost valued in ,avage li1ý. he one, wIio liad
persuaded the tribe tlîat he possessed %vlbat lu Scotland ivould ha.n e
been ternwed second-sighit, w as known aniong themi by the naine of
the Prophet, and sems at first to have been the favourite of the two;
the other, Tccumthe, had without the aid of sucli inspiration, raised
hîmself to the situation of a chief hy bis tried hardiliood, and tIt,-t
natural superiority of genlus i0hidî sometinies in civilizcd conunuit-
nities, and ahnost always iii a rude suite of bociety, will challenge
deference from commuon inids. The tribe, under direction of flie
Prophet, ventured upon hostilities with thicir ohj enemy, the back-
settiers of' the States; and for sonit time carrîed on a most hiarts-
sing contest against theni after the Indian mode of warfiuv-. At
length, however, lulled inito security by confidence iii the supe)ri/m,.
ti!ral powers of their Proplict, anîd ncglecting t1at caution w iil
is generally so marked a trait iii the Iludian chai acter, they w~
surprised by an American corps in the dead of' night, on the batiks
of the Wabash, and alnost aniiilated. It is probable that the
survivors were too few to preserve the separate existence of a tribe,
for Tecu .1the, with a srnall numiber of wuarriors, liaving escaped the
massacre, joincd the Hurons, a friendly peCople, and came downi
witli tbem as their chief to the British troops wlien the war i Ca-
nada broke out. If it be recuhlected tlîat the Indian chief's are al-
most always old nien, and that the spirit of clanship is as stror,,g
among tlîem as ever it could have been in the Highlands of Scot-
land, it will appear no0 snîall testimony to the superior qualitics uf
Trecumthie, that before lie could have been forty yt-ars of age lie
should hiave appeared as the recognised head of' the IHuronis, a
tribe in wlhich lie ivas a straîtger, and m-lidi is une of the fhîust
bodies of the Indian people.

Tlhe flrst operation of the Americans on the commencement et
the war wvas tu cullcct a corps of between thrc and four thoubard

For this interestitîg artiçie we and our readers are indebtcd to the pen ot tlic
ingenious autîor of IlEui-tsyNE," and several other prose and poetical plic-
ces, wlîich appeared in our last numnber. as ,vell as of titat animating produc-
tion Il TiiF CIEIVai," to wltich we endeavourcd to do justice in a Ilevie%. lat
the sanie nuinher ;and of anothcr production calked 4 llie Pull of Ciiisfaiu.-

n wl,"shich we Iîad the pleasure of intruduciing- ho public notkC. w hilc cdititic
another periodical publicutiuu.-EW)Tou.


