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‘BAD BUTTER SHIPMENTS.

In last week's issue of this journal
there appeared a letter from our cor-
respondent at Vancouver setting
forth certain complaints from the
produce trade of that city vegarding
the condition in which a quantity of
so-called Manitoba butter had been
recelvad-at the coast. The letter was
published at the time without com-
ment as we felt that its statements
were in the main correct. It would
however, be well for those who are
interested in the subject to remem-
ber that the word “Aanitoba’ as ap-
plied to products of the farm or dairy
in British Columbia does not neces-
sarfly mean the province of Alanjtoba
but i3 often used to designate the en-
tire farming reglon between the
Great Lakes and Rockies, so0 that
while we do not attempt to say that
the shipments of bad butter spoken
of in our correspondent's letter did
not originate in Manitoba proper, it
is still qulte possible that some or all
of 1t did net, but came instead Irom
some part of the Territorles. It may
be ‘taken for granted that the busl-
ness of making dalry butter for wmale
and export is carried on in the Ter-
ritories with about the same average
degree of skiill and care as in Mani-
toba, which means that there is good
and bad butler there as well as here
and as the Territorial butter finds
its way to British Columbia in the
same ®ay as Manitoba's product it is
more than Ukely that there s about
the same proportion of it found to be
bad when offered for sale, But in
almost every case where this bad
butter is epoken of by British Colum-
bla writers it i3 called “Manitoba”
butter. It may be further said in
connection with this matiér of bad
butter shipments that the complaints
apply so fir as we can learn almost
etitirely to dairy butter. The cream-
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ery butter Is as a rule good. This
leads us to say that as' the dairy but-
ter output of the west Y8 made by
such a large number of people of o
many nationalitlies and under such
different i{deas of cleanliness it would
be a matter for very great surprise
if none of it was bad.
of the butter which our correspond-
ent complains 6f could be traced 4t
would probably be found that it had
been made by some of the forelgners
who have recently sgettled in the
country as no farmer who has been

here any time' would ship such stuft

to such a distant mearket it indeed he
would ‘attempt to sell it at all.

The output of dalry fa the older
scttlements throughout the west has
greatly improved in quality during
recent years, and a great deal of very
good butter Is now made. Durhig the
past few years a num'er of large set-
tlements of foreigners have been es-
tablished, and from these settlements
Some very poor lots of butter hava
bzén recelved.
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SUMMER SALES.

Clearing seles of summer goods are
now in order. Every merchant knows
the inconvenience and loss which. fol-
low the carrying over of stocks of
goods from one season to another. As
a general rule it is much easier to
clear out these lines near the end of
the scason in which they have been
fashionable than the next year. This
principle iIs recognized by most of our
retail ‘merchants and dacted upon, but
there are some who from lack of en-
terprise or foresight never make any
special and systematic effort to get
rid of goods which threaten to hang
on for another season, and in conse-
quence they are usually well loaded
with goods having unmistakable signs
of having been held over. These
should learn. to dlscriminate between
lines that are staple and lines ‘hat
are only saleable at full value for one
season. and make o business of shov-
ing off the latter dbefore the season
is gone, If sufficient inducement is
offered they can usually be sold, espe-
cially it ‘they are articles for feminine
use. Women are great bargain hun{t-
ers and will buy almost“ anything
which they think they are gettingata
snap. It matters very little some-
times whether the article 18 sométhing
that they can éet the worth of their
money out of or not, so long as it is
a great bargain. This weakness Is
not confined to any one class of
women either, dbut it is comthon to
all, und Is often thade use ot by as-
tute merchants to énable them to
clear off undesirable lines- of goods.
While we do not for 2 moment advo-
cate ‘the cutting of prices on any line
which has. - .ﬂxcd’ “value
and can  be sold as  well
one year as another, we do think
that the merchant who anticipates de-
terioration in value due to change of
season, and offars his customers the
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It the origin.

dntended, is immediately brought
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advantage of it is a wige man, and
should find In such practice a legit!-
mate means of keeping his stock fresh
and up-to-date, °

In addition to these advantages
there i3 the even greater one in a year
like this of the use of moi\ey. which
I8 in many cased, very much needed
to meet obligations, which, unless
paid, bear a rate of Interest which.
Would soon eat up the difference in
the price of the goods, o

FRAUDULENT SALES op
STOCKS.

Several very shady transactfons
which have recently taken place

in
connection with sales of tradiug
stocks and assets generally, in the

Wwest, have rather forcibly brought to
the attentfon of jobbers the necessity
for some sort of legal check upon: per-
sons who are fnclineq to taite advan-
tage of & debtor's temporarily cramp-
ed position, and the obtaining, by . a
purchaser, of a stock of goods, or
other assets, at g price far below
thelr regular value, and less than can.
be realized for them by a more regu-
lar process. Indeed, in one case
where & sale of this naturé was get
aside, 2 much larger sum was real-
ized for the goods, as disposed of by
the assignee.

Fraudulent sales of this.sort have
not been at ah Infrequent of late, al-
though there are legal.barriers. which
can be placed in thelr way, when get
fn motion by creditors, anq the inten- |
tion, if fraudulent or otherwise, of the
principals concerned may therei)y be.
thwarted. So soon as a debtor be-
§Ins to feel the' pressure, it 1o nis
duty to ‘immediately ‘consult h's prin-
cipal creditors, and instead of looking
around’ for someone ‘to. purchase his
buslness at a ‘figuré which canngt
help entailing & constderable loss to
his creditors, he will fing, as has been.
the experience of every honest mayn,
that all things being even, no- injus-
tice Is Zone to debtors by their cregi-.
tors.

So .soon as the assets of a
estate become less than the
of his liabilitles,

debtor’s.
amount
the ownership of

‘these assets Immediately reverts tg-

his creditors, the debtor having -ceas-
ed to have any money interest in them,
and although the law may “absolve
the purchaser from lability to the
creditors, transactions such as ‘thess -
are always looked upon with suspl-
clon. The question of fraud in con-
nection  with such  transactions,
‘although perhaps really 1
up.
In the mind of every right thinking’
man. These transactions are -some-
times deliberately. ‘plinted’ betwéen
both parties (the seller and the-pur-
chaser) with ‘intent v Cafraug, bt
sometimes the intentlon of fraud -fs.
only by one of -the parties; ‘Inexper-
fence on the part ot merchants. is also

‘mot .



