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C0HFERENCE 0F AMERICAN SrATES.
The convenitionc e Ancrician statesenginocreal

1,y Secret.iry Mhaine, of tleo Ueîted States, as
attractieg a g;at <lest of attentiona aima coin.
nment in Oreat lîrit.n caal tEurope. Tue Hure.
peau nations wthicli du a large trade ,îitla M2\ex.
im 5,nd the 'ettl Anîerican repaîbtics, nataar

ally foet a little niervous oeo the prospect cf
the foremation cf a ejminorcial union orrange.
aient bûtwccn the comîntries interested je the
cinference. Virnat l3ritain espcuiatly, as the

nation laaving tlic largest trade witti .1tu sett.
crui Anacrisat reptiblics, is deLpiy exerciscal
over tho hotding of the confercaîce. It is recog.
uizedl tlaat slioul Secretary illine's desigmîs bu
aaecossftilly carricd te any consiaicratlo extnt,
the United States woaîld bai gît-en gre.tt ad.
vantages over oaller countries iii its traite rein.

tionship w i th theo soiathormi repubtics. Howot-er,
it is more than likety tlat grea.cr importance
is being attachcd te tij coufurence of Ainerican
statue ttîan ivill b warranted by the results
likcly te bu acliioveai. Thero are a, naîmber of
questionis %vlaich mnay bc considereal te advan.
tage by the dolegates of the variais countnies
interested, but it iis net at ail probable tta&t auv
arrangenment wili bc amade, wli il will give the
United Statept auîy a<ivauntage ot-er Eairopean
cotntrieq, je trade mnatters. itea intere.ats il%
vo!ved are tee vast sud diversifical te render
stich a resit ai ail probiable. liesides, the
souita Auaeriuan reptalics are net noted for the
stabitity cf their gevertiaant.s, amad were an air.
ratigeniPet eetercd into on time tines laid down,
it woutd net likcly lae coltiuiea ini force fer
any iength ef than.o The sonthern republies
are aiso proportioaiably as largely iiiterested ie
their traute relationîs with otlier counutrie3 as
niti time Un*-toîl States, and tiacre is lta attiutity
ini laîgmiage, race, religion, etc., wliich would
head thaca te f.îvor thie country nanacat nt the
expaense of other nationas avitît whictî thaey arc
on frienally terams.

Tite Londlon Chionabee of oaaa-r Joaaraud

subanits statistie ulaicli show tme vaine of tenadu
bctween Great Britain aiid tee .Anericae mc-
paublics, as cotiparcd wvith the trade -if tie
L'muitocl Stautes with the sauie ceunirica. The
cotaitrics iaanedl are Mexico, Colomini, Vene.
metsl, Ectiador, Penni, Bolivia, Chili, Birazil,
tnaagua and the Argentine Republie. To these
ton coinniries Great l3rita'tn sends merchandice
tu the v-alue of £-2,4S0,.*W3, anal importe ilà re.
turn goutts te the anotant of £14.7.6,129 Tfice
United States expomrts, £7,283,93i5 Worth cf
goods te th,!se countries anti imports froni the
sarne source te the valnc ei £20,271,223. The
total expert anti ianport tradc of mýrcat Bnitain
with ahlese nations is, tîerefore, thirtysev.-t
million po-a triirilig, agaiost a total trade
with the United Statez cf about twentv-seven
anma a hli million.

Tite journal froui whi-lc thesoe figuses ure
tak,,ui sucrms te incline te tlîe betief that the
impenial Feilcration sehemne for the British
Empire bias caused the United States te take

action leading te the conference cf American

States. Tite argument i2 that a comîplota fed.
eratiase cf tho British Finpire Weauld exort a

plowcrfaal influence upon the United States.
The Cheonabrr of C'ommerce Jouernal 8aya :

ht is quite, pessible that the Gevernnieut cf
tho United State, lias been iaafuioceed by the
resu its cf the late Colonial Cenferenco in Lon.
don, the effects cf which are cieariy visible ie
Australia. A fedieration of the l3ritisli Lmnpiro
wvouid u5ert ant ivrsistible moral influence on
our kins-mna cf tho tTuiteit Stateb, anti miglit
even place theun unaler tic ieccsity tif partici-
pating iii such a uniona cf the 14nglish.sepcaking
races. The Goterî,ment of Washington may,
concuivnbly, bc conscious of tho risk of this con-
tingcaacy, and lie desireus cf auticipmting sucht
an oveiitality by pre-arrangiig another soie.
tien. t anay aise, on the aier Iiand, hoe actia-
atedl solcly by business motives, aîîc desirous on.
Iy cf nttractinig to it, by a Wise pîolicy, the
pelitical amui economnie synîpathies ef neighbor-

ng gov-crgllnelîts. It nîay nnntly ho seeking tw
efet anu extension cf tlîc Monroe doctrine te

South as Weil as North America, and te change
iLs formula se as te read 'tuie Aiericas for tlîe
Aieericaaîs.'

This Imperial Federatiomi ides is a now ce
bere, but one wli <dees not carry ranch force.
Tite objects sought thronigh the cenference are
ne deaîbt te cestablislh rclattionship boaieficial ta
the tradeof lcf United States harst, though of
course a show is made that iL is te bc fer the
mîutulai jnterest cf ail conccruîed. 'Amcrica fer
the Americaýns' is the main ideca, te the exclu.
sin cf toreign ceuntries, and this mens very
laa-ge'y 'Anerica for the Unîited States.' Tite
Chîmler or Conmerce JIournal further thinks
th"a a fealeration cf the British Empire wiil bc
fncilitated, 'siould practi-al resuits, even cf
an incompicte character, folltte fromt the conter-
etace of Anierican states."

l"oliowing are tce several questions wvhieh
couistitute the programme cf the conference :

1. Nleasures tlîat shall tend te preserve thie
pence sud promnote the prosperity cf tlae sev-caa
Amnerîcan btates.

2. àMeastires toward the formation cf an
Anierican Cuistomns' Union, undcr whichi the
trade cf the Amecricani nations with eci other
shaîl, se fair as possible aud profitable, bo pro.
anoted.

3. 'l'lie establishmient of reFailar a.nd frequent
centnunicatien butween tlîe ports of thie several
Airierîcaiî statue auid the ports cf caclh otner.

4. Tlie establishmienît ef a uniforîîî systean oif
ettatolis regulations in each cf the independent
American suites te govern tlîe moade of inmporta.
tien and exportation cf merchatadise aud port
ditcs aimd charges, a tanaifortin metlîed cf doter-
nîining the classification and valuation cf stucl
încrcliuiiso in tîe ports cf cach country, andi
a tîaiform systeni of iniveices, and the subjeet
of tht sanitation cf simips nnd quarautimes.

5. Tie adoption of a uîmformn systein cf
wveiglits and nîcastîres and laws te proteet tlie
patenit rights, caspyrigtî, and trade-marks cf
citizens of eitlier ceîuauty je the other, aucd for
the extradition cf criminals.

6. The adoption cf a commun sut-or coin, te
ho issued hy cach Gcvcrnnicnt, tîte saine te bo
tegai tatîder in ail commercial transactions bu-
tween the citizens cf ail the Aiuerican states.

7. Au agrecînent -cpon, and recommndation

for= !dpton te ttîeir respective Governsnpnta of
a defnt plan o! arbitraàtion of all qjuestions,
Idisputes, or différences that may now or hure-
after e-xist betwvecn thcmi, te the ed thiat al
dificuities and disputes between such nations
may ho pcacabiy scttied anmd wvars preventeil.

One point worthy cf note is, tite vast extent
of the interests ievolved. Tho population of
the variotts nations represcnted at the confer-
once aggr-.gate 1120,000,000, and cover îîeariy

12,000,000 square miles of territory. This is
about thrc ties tho arca of all tho couentrien
of Etiropo, and if as dcnsciy pcopled us Europe,
woul<l have a population of over one hillioni.

REDUCIRG ilOURS 0F LABOR.
'iteî Knighte of Labor, et titr recent con-

vention at Atlanta, Georgia, have wisoiy (l0-
cidcd net te adopt extrcmo meaurca in their
efforts te reduce the working day te eigit
hours. (.encral Master Powderly said on the
ono hand that ho did< not advocate reduction
of the heurs of toit as tho cure-al and the end
of thc struggie of the order, but merely as a
mens te au end. On the aller hand, ho de.
ciared that ho was nlot hostile to tho idea of
an cight.hour day. It was hie deop concern
in the movemnent, ho said, ivhicli preventcd
him from sanctioning what hoe regarded as un-
i3o or foolhardy inethoda e lastening it. Ho

suggestcd that the order sheuid endeavor to
hritig about a reduction of the hours of labor
in se graduai a %.ay as flot te, disarrange bus.
incas or in any wtiy work hardoliip te either
Bide inl the coetriversy. One plan which lio
reconmcended cenîomplatcd the reducticai of
the wvorking day by liait an htour eacli ycar un.
tii the eighit heur liamit shouid bc reachedl.

WVith the Kniglits the Arnerican Federation
cf fabor appears aise te agace. At their con-
vention, the Kniglits rcceived a commtunies-
tior front the president cf the Federation cf
Labor, stating that they were opp.mei te a
general strike in the interest cf the eight-hoaar
anoveanent, but woeuld edeaver te introduce
the movemeuit ini certain trades where the con.
ditions were favorable. The Kaaights passed
resolutions *"deciamring that they coitacided ivith
the view of the Federation men thiat ne generat
strike shoutd bu inatigurated on May 1, 1890,
but that Uic movement shontd be conflned te
such tradeai as are in condition te p.at the plan
in eperatien on that date, and calling upeon
the president cf the Federationi te indicate the
trades organized withie that association which
are prepsred te suiccessftiliy inaugurate the
cight-hour niovement o-i the (late indicated,
proieising that thc Kniglits will givs, their
moral support te the anovement by thiose
tradles."

Titis decis'on on tIme part cf the leaders cf
organized lalicr i8 a very wisc one. If the de-
six'ed end can bc brougbt about gradually ani
without any great distaîrbances, it Witt, bc very
much butter for :ît concerned. The tendency
of thc titues. semis te be decidtedly in the direc-
tien cf reducieg the nuanher of hours comp is.
ing a u rking h1-y. By judicieus agitation nu
deubit thtis tcndency cati hc iecreascd and ne-
celeraf-'d. A generai strike te enferre, the eiglit
heur 8ystem imniediately in att lines cf trade
wouid be a inoât serions natter, and the suc-
cessful issue of snch a dtrike would bc very
doulitfui. Evien if the movemneet could be en-
forccd, such a radical mnasure could net but
bririg about grent distturancas iii the comaner-
cial condition of the countrz. Th,ýre are cer-
tain lines cf tiatde in whipech thc conditions are
more favorale te a sbortening of the tinie cf
labor, and by securing a reduetion of the
leng:.h cf a da) work in these branches cf
inclustry, subistantiai, headway will ho miaie,


