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NOTES HERE AND THERE.

C ANADIAN ncwspapers have heen spending a lot of money
siaice the outbreak oi thie Spanish-American war an

special corresl)ofdeilce and extra telegraph rates. lVhat cash
reîurns do thcvy get for it aIl il The arrangements made hy the
leading TIoronto and Montreal dailies ccrtainly slîawed enter-
pise. But in Canada large expenditure on news afibtis sort
does flot briaag adequate results ini the permanent circulation or
iin advertising coaitracts. T'his is not a lake community, and
a Catiadian newspaper neyer builds up a reputation on such
news. It is nat worth while piying tao mucb for. I do not
meati that The Mail and Empire was altagether wrang in
arranging for its service and in sending "lKit" ta Florida, or
that The Globe made a mistake in ordering its well-written
specials and despatching Mr. Ewan ta Cuba with the Urnited
States Army. But the question is, gentlemen, does the lavish
expenditure necessary ta these things bring you the requisite
business returni

It is asserted, of course, that newspapers make fortunes dur-
ing periads of great public excitement like cbis. A London,
England, paper of recent date draws a fancy picture ai the way
in wbicb the United States papers coin money out ai specials.
Deahing witb English jaurnals, along the same line, it says:

"lIf you could clear the profits made by any ai the big
London papers during a war, you would be able tai retire com-
fortably with a balance ai several thousands in the bank. The
Daily Telegraph coup during the Russo-Turkish war was pro-
bably the biggest war boomn ever known. The Plymouth
Western Morning News bad scarcely ever been heard ai tilt it
was the first ta publish the news ai the Ashantee war Of 1873 ;
and no one can tell but wbat same obscure provincial paper
may suddenly boom out witb some exclusive news about the
Spanish-American war. It's a gloriaus time for editors, and
tbere is a great temptation in Fleet street ta start a newspaper
devoted exclusively ta war news ; but the fortunes ai war are
so ruinously fickle. In the Crimean war, however, a Mr.
Finlay, rcalizing tbe tbirst for news, started a paper in Edin-
burgb, cantaining only war intelligence. The first week hie
made a clear profit afi oo guineas, which increased every day
tilI the end ai the war, wben bie retired an a canifortable

fortune." **
One must take tbese glowing staries with a gaad sized pincb

of sali. Na daubt tbey înay be true ai large centres like
London, Glasgow, etc., caniaining tbousands of people who
only buy newspapers during a war excitement. TIheir extra
circulation is found maney. But, daes this apply ta Canadian
cîties v.'ere prices are practically down ta a cost basis ? Not
rnucb. * *

You get some qucer beadizags in the hurry of the moment.
Here is ane tbat appeared in a Canadian paper in cannection
witli Mr. Gladstone's funeral:

WITH COURTLY GRACE
The ]Prince of Welles Kisstad Mrs. Gladstone'& Rand-The Bari

Marahal Iloccivos tho Rontaine.

Tbe legal advisers ai the Hanialton Herald baving given an
opinion ta the effect that the local theatre can, if it likes, exclude
tbe reporter of a paper which adversely critîcizes tbe perform-
ances, the Herald's contemporaries are cammenting upon the

extensive powers this reading af the Iaw, if sound, gives to
theatre managers. There is also anather point, but, unfortu-
nately, it Ilhas nothing to do with the case." That is the space
given by daily papers to free puffs for theatres, concerts, and
other entertainments. Th'is casts newspapers many dollars a
year. It costs in repîltation as well, because the public lias
ceased to pay much attention to the so.callttd criticisms of plays
in the press. My own idea is, that a large city daily should pay
the way oC its representative everywhere, on railway journeys,
for threatre performances, etc. Take no favors, and give as
few as need be. This would cheapen publication. News-
papers now print columns of matter to please arganizations or
politicians, or some other nuisances. The newspaper of the
future witt rigidly conder.je. So complicated has modern
society become with its sneers at everyone's virtue, that news*
papers will be forced, soaner or later, to avoid even the
appearance of being infiuenced by influential interests or
wealthy corporations. Fromn what you bear said by the ordin-
ary man in the street, you would tbink most newspapers are
corrupt. I don't believe a word of it. But, as newspapers
have no means of meeting this kind of slander.-or even .
hearing it sometimes.-tbe wisest course is carefui avoidance of
anything that gives ground for it.

Mr. Andrew Pattullo did a public service by lais speech
before the Canadian Society in New York, May 24. It was a
timely declaration of friendliness towards the United States
people, who, if their protestations bold out, are anxious to be
on good terms with us. Mr Pattulla acted as a responsible
journalist should, and, on this occasion, voiced the soundest
wisdomn now being shown in Canada. The caming conference
in Quebec ougbt to make Canadian editors careful in their
comments. A neatly.turned gibe is aIl very well, but sometimes
jokes are expensive.

The copyright question has been up in Parliament, and Mr.
John Ross Robertson bas secured from Government some valu.
able admissions regarding the present position of this question.
The. Ministers, for instance, believe that Lord Herschell's bill,
now passing through the House of Lords, tends rather to am-
prove the Canadian position, since it provides for future Cati-
adian legisiation on copyright. Secondly, Sir W. Laurier
says the Government tbink the compromise arranged at
the time of Mr. Hall Caine's visit to Canada can now be effected.
Why can the Government flot effect it, then? Goodness knows
it bas been pending long enough. The Premier is always hope.
fuI and soothing in getting over difficulties, but hie is not SO
energetic in pushing bis promises to the stage of performance.
Mr. Fisher, the Minister of Agriculture, says we must go slawly
in this rnatter. He bas certainly been taking his own medicine.
The Copyright Association should keep an eye open during the
next three montbs, and, if no steps are taken ta bring the matter
ta an issue, let themn begin once more a vigorous campaign in
the press. Let a document be drawn up for popular consum *
tian. Mr. R. T. Lancefleld, librarian of the :Hamilton Public
Library, wbo bas issued a clear statenient of the difficulties that
the Herschell bilt might cause, is well qualified to enlist the
sympathy of the puhlic-which Sir W. Laurier says we bave
not yet secured. Apparently you must get up a clamor (whicb
means votes) before you can make a Government budge. C.
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