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Tor dealers in yellow pine in the Southern
States are certainly hustlers.  Their business is
to sell lumber, and they take every precaution
to supply the demand. | recently heard of
the arrival of a car from that section of the
country containing twenty-seven different lots of
lumber.  Without advocating the expediency of
dealers making shipments in this manner, the
cffort put forth to meet competition and supply
the wants of the trade is worthy of notice.  Our
mill men on this side of the line might well
emulate this painstaking effort to get and hold
trade.

* * *

I nave heard numerous opinions expressed
regarding the effect which the probable change
in the United States lumber tarifl would have
upon Canadian trade. The views of such well-
known lumbermen as Mr., F. W. Avery, of the
firm of Buell, Hurdman & Co., and Mr. J. R.
Booth, of Ottawa, will no doubt be read with
interest.  ““ If the bill passes,” says Mr. Booth,
‘Cand T believe it will, for the United States must
increase their revenue, the lumber trade in this
country will be seriously affected.  These changes
of tarift always injure our trade to a great extent.
The new tariff will affect our coarse lumber trade
the most.” Mr. Avery does not take so pessi-
mistic a view of the matter. “‘The new tarift
would,” he says, ‘“be no steeper than that of the
McKinley bill.  If the lumber trade is dull the
Canadian trade would suffer with a high Ameri-
can tariff in force; but if trade is good it will be
the American buyer who will lose.”

* % ¥

Havixg heard that the firm of Robert Thomp-
son & Co. were about to close their Toronto
oflice, and prompted perhaps by curiosity, 1
dropped in at their office a fortnight ago. There
I learned from Mr. Meaney that it was the inten-
tion of Mr. Robert Thompson to concentrate the
firm’s interests, and with that end in view the
Toronto office had been closed. 1 was
pleased to be informed that the firm of Thomas
Meaney & Co. had been established, and had
secured the offices formerly occupied by Robert
Thompson & Co. Some purchases of lumber
had already been made, and the manager was on
the eve of a visit to mills in the Georgian Bay
district. The head of the new firm, Mr. Meaney,
needs no introduction to the trade, having man-
aged the Toronto office of Robert Thompson &
Co., for a number of years. HMe is possessed of
that geniality characteristic of lumbermen, and a
visitor to his office is always assured of a cordial
reception. 1 predict for the new firm a marked
degree of success.  During our conversation the
Carana LuMBerMaN came in for a few words of
commendation, Mr. Mcaney remarking that the
cartoon in the last number had
bull's-eye.”

much

“struckh the

* % *

“Tnar article in your last issue was correct,
and I hope you will keep right at it,” was the

remark with which I was grected afortnight ago
as I entered the oftice of a well-known wholesale
lumberman in Toronto.  The speaker ceferred to
the article on ** Sharp Practice by Buyers."”
Coutinuing, he said that his lirm had always
found the United States markets unsatisfactory,
particularly those of New York and Boston,
owing to the chfliculty of obtaining proper inspec-
tion. The policy of some dealers across the line
was to realize all they possibly could out of a
cargo of lumber, regardless of the interests of
the shipper or the trade in general.  More than
one instance was related of shipments either
being refused altogether or graded so low that
the shipper by accepting the inspection would
lose money on the transaction.  In the event of
the refusal or low grading of the lumber, it was
conjectured that the shipper would reduce the
price as an inducement to the purchaser to take
the lumber off his hands. This, however, did
not work out satisfactorily in all cases, trom the
standpoint of the would-be purchaser. My
informant had, on several occasions, at a sacri-
fice of time, found it to his advantage to make
an examination of the stock himself, in the pres-
ence of the purchaser and the inspector who
graded the lumber, both of whom were compelied
to admit that it was exactly as repre-
sented and tully up to the desired inspection. 1
admitted that 1 had heard such complaints before,
and queried why such unfair methods of business
were allowed to exist. [t was explained that in
New York the inspectors were appointed by and
receive their certificates of efficiency from the
New England Lumbermen’s Association  The
number of such inspectors has of late increased
more rapidly than the requirements of the market
demand, and they find it impossible to obtain
sufficient employment. This  condition  has
resulted in some of the inspectors entering the
employ of lumber concerns, while nominally con-
tinuing the business of inspectors. It can readily
be understood that inspectors thus circumstanced
would not be in a position to give an unbiased
opinion of lumber supplied to the company upon
whom they are dependent for their bread and
butter. In Boston the inspectors are appointed
by a Government official, which would seem to
be the most satisfactory way. But even Govern-
ment officials, it is feared, are not always beyond
the reach of influence, and should the inspectors
not grade the lumber to the entire satisfaction of
the consignee, this influence would be likely to
malke itself felt at election time. I give the above
facts to the readers of this column as nearly as
possible as they were pointed out to me. I learn
that several of our Toronto dealers are adopting
the more honoratle method of doing business only
with reputable firms with whose standing they
are fully acquainted, having a distinct under-
standing between shipper and buyer as to grading
of shipments. This is proving the most
satisfactory method. The subject of a national
inspection is one which I may touch on at a later
date ; suffice it to say that if such was in force
at the present time in the United States, many
of the difficultiecs met by Canadian shippers
would be avoided.

Tue fifth annual meeting of the Western Re-
tail Lumbermen’s Association is announced to
take place at Winnipeg, on Wednesday, 12th
February, at 8 o’clock p.m.

COMFLIMENTARY OF “ THE LUMBERMAN.”

Wi have received the following appreciative semarks
of the CANADA Ly vk rMAN :

S, Schever, Ridgetown ;¢ Enclosed find one dollioe for
which please send me P Lestiieyas tor another year,
I like it very much.™

Mi. Geoy Fhomson, of W agham, Onn: * Landdosed Hind
renewal subscaption fon Lestise kmas ton 8o, | WAL S
U otake grcat dntaeost in rcading both the mouthly and
weekly editions, Teant see how 1 eould do without it.
It i the first paper 1eead.”

Mr. John Stanford, Chester: ** Please find enclosed 1.0,
order for S1.12 for vrenewal subscription 1o the CaNaba
LUMBERMAN and a copy of the * Fhie Lumberman \ est
Pocket lospection Book, 1 am very much pleased with
THE LUMBERMAN, amd it alway s comes promptly to hand.”

Messese Jo WL Howry & Sons, Peanclon Falls, Ont.:
“We are much pleased with your paper and feel that it
has come to be o part of our oftice literature, It is nat
only bright and 1eadable, but is very teliable, and we
uswitlly fincd that when we see it the LUMBERMAN it s 2
fact.”

Pembioke Lumbet Co., Pembroke, Onto: **We e
pleased with the appearance of the January number of
the Canana Lusuerman,  Inour opinion, the J. W, Ben-
gough cartoon is quite an Smprovement. \We would,
however, like very well to see some more Outawa valley
news inthe jouwnal, it bemyg the great lumber cenie of
our provinee,”

Messes. Ho Ho Spicer & Co., Vancowver, B €. ¢ We
took particular notice of the new feature of the curremt
month’s isaue of the LUMBERMAN as an entively new thing
m lumber hterature, and we certinnly think you e e
proving souw jownal all the tmey aind that yous cataprise
is wost commendable, and sFoukd hace the hearty suppoet
of the lumber trade of Canadain all its branches,”

Hoan. ). K. Ward, Monteeal @ “Having been a subseriber
10 the CaNADA LUMBLRMAN for many years, ook forward
to reading each number wath i good deal of pleasure, not
only for the nteresting biograptucal shetches usually
found ity but for the wmount of information on the sub-
jeets of machinery, markets, ete., that must be o great
use tothose whoare actively cygagred in lumbering,  ‘The
present number, either from 2 mechanival or artistic point
of view, is & credit to the publisher.”

Mre. Jo E. Murphy, Hepworth Station, Onto: 1 am
very much pleased with the Januaey number of ‘Fui, Ls-
BERMAN.  The cartoon on the fiout page is o pleasing
feature, and to my mind, hits the nail on the head in this
particular instance. This additional feature indieates a
desire on the part of the publisher of T’ LUuMBLRMAN to
make the paper @t welcome visitor in the office of the
trade. T wish you every success, and ttust you will con-
tinue to devote more space and time to the interests of
the hardwood manufacturer.”™

Macpherson & Schell, Alexandriz, Ont.: * In renewing
our subxeription to THE LUMBERMAN, permit me to con-
gratulate you upon the efliciency and progiessiveness of
your journal.  Asa Lumberman s Journal, we have alwitys
noted that it is a paper for mill men as well as a medium
for dealers.  Your editorials, Eli column, correspeadence
and comments, cover i cich issue a wide ticld of infor-
mation on treade and kindred subjects, making your paper
amediom of mformation as well as price hsts. T may be
pernntted to observe that iff your cotespondent in Eog-
land would look into the trade conditions there he might
find a subject that would interest many of vour readers,
if he reported upon the extent and uses to which maple is
put there, such as for cotton and woolen wmachinery, print
volls, ete., abso on the stave and heading trade, broom
handles of basswood and spruce, furniture picce stoch
and wany lines of trade in cut up-stack, besides the regu-
lar timber and lumber weade. For amill man [ consider
your journal the best of'its class I reedive, and your new
extension into the ficlds of lustrations and cartoons will
add another pleasing feature to youralready vaduable and
mteresting paper.”’

Thos. Mlen, o facmer sesiding on the shore of Chip-
pewa Bay, succeeded a formight ago in raising from  the
viver at that point, & stick of vak tmber 37 fect in length,
and syuarnyg about coanchies. Duning e war of 1812 a
large vaft of oak timber is said to hiave been sunk, o
which this stick is supposed to belong,  The story is told
that the raft was bang tahen dowa thie river from Clay ton
when the news of the trouble between England and the
United States was receved, sund, fearmyg that it would tall
into the hands of the British, the saft was sunk,




