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EDITORIAL NOTES.

While Mr. Parncll declares lus party 1o be enure strangers 10 the ** Plan
: oCampaign,” forty members of the paity meet and spectally justify .

-

- larty feeling is runming so tugh 1n Englond that the Ituke ot Westunn.

i strrecenlly resanded an nvitation to dinuer to Mr. Spencer and lus wile,
@ the grounds that he could not receive at Grosvenur House a man who |
"4 sat at the eame table with the Insh leader, Mr. Spencer having per.
‘Wously dined with the Eighty-club. We arc bad enough n Canada, but
Mhave scarcely reached this point of bitterness and discourtesy.

M Mecier is doing an unfarr thing 1n teading the Lrench Canadians to
blieve that Lord Stanley is coming out to promote Imperial Federation.
414 Stanley has publicly repudiated any such object, and there is not the
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“Volapuk," says the healthy and excellent Acadia Atheneum, *is
designed, we believe, to be a sort of universal language, simple in structure
and casy to learn. Its universality, we think it likely, will probably extend
in the end to four or five ingenious philologists who will monopolise its uso
and advocate its claims.” Some more sensible remarks follow, and we go
with thewn entirely. But how can an Academical inonthly allow such a solc-
cism as “most” for “almost” to slip into an article in its columns?

Yesterday, Her Majesty the (Queen entered on her joth year. The
death of the Emperor William leaves two European Sovereigns only her
seniors in age—William 3rd, King of the Netherlands, who is 71, and
Christian gth, King of Denmark, who is 70. There is one potentate whose

reign Jms been longer even than the Queen's, but his Empire is not of
Eurvp¥R He is Dom Pedro, Emperor of Brazil, who is 63 years of age,but
who hifrcigned 57 years. We trust to see many more celebrations yet of

Her Mageaty's birthday.

After the fashion of Mr. 1. Gordon Clark, in the Cusmopolitan, in his
articlo, “ The Bacon Farce a Tragedy,” Mr. lLabouchere now tries his
hand at ridicule by inventing a correspondent who writes to him that the
“Paradise Lost” was in fact written by Cromwell. Mr. labouchere's
% correspondent wisely refrains from telling” him * all he knows on this
point,”  but,” says Labby, * it will set people thinking, I fancy, to hear
that there is not a page of the * Paradise Lost® in which every letter that
forms the name of Oliver Cromwell is not to be found:”

An exchange has the following :—* The present Lmpress of Germany
was very ill twenty five years ago. Discussing her chance for recovery, she
soid  ‘Tet me be Lut Queen of Prussia for one hour, and I wiil die happy.’
She has lived to be far greater than Queci, but the honor comes to her with
o clouded and sorrowful life.”” It goes without saying that this is penny-a-
line gush. In the first place, the Empress has a well-regulated mind, and is
very unlikely to have expressed a crude and vulgar wish. In the second
place, she is an educated lady, and would not have said ** will,” but ** shall.”

Antagonistic politicians will use any argument, however much they may
disbelieve in it, that will tell en gurasan? agaiast the policy of their adver-
saries. The opponents of Federation in Newfoundland probably care very
little about the duties imposed by Canada on Englith goods, but they make
a point against surrendering ** her” (Newfoundland’s) ** frec government,
her open markets with the world, and her independence under the British
Flag to Canada, who has bui't a tariff wall against the mother country to
destroy Commercial intercourse with her.”

The evidence oltained by the committee investigating the frauds prac-
tised on farmers by travelling agents of Liogus lightning rods, hay-forks,
sced wheat, ete, discloses a very serivus state of matters. .\ private banker
of Brantford, deposed to having shaved nutes amounting to §34,000, thrown
away by farmers in this manner. If this amount was extracted from one
locality, what must be the aggregate amount throughout the Dominion lost
to the country to fill the pockets of Yankee swindlers? Drastic measures
are surely called for, though the facility of the farmers ehows an incredible
amount of gullibility.
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lghte st cagse tn believe that he will be anything 't a consututional Gov- |
mor It is, however, evident, frum M. Mercier s pronunciamento in 1avor §

fIndependence, how distasteful Impenial Federation i 10 the French Cata- |
un national rentiment.

It is very much tn .he credit of Canada that so tew divorce bills come
bre Parliament.  Nevertheless, Mr. Junes 1s nght in advocaung aj
vorce Ppur’, instead of the appeal to the Legislature.  Nova dcotia has |
own DNivorce Coutt, but it would be better that the jaw n all the Pro-
boes should be alike, and organized as are the Courts for other branches
wjudication. The existing appeal to Parliament is what the law of
tland was before the establishment of the Divorce Courts

The rather sudden acceleration of emancipation in Rrazii is largely duc
the decisive action of Nona Tsabel, danghter and heiress of the Lmptror,
dRegem dunng hier father's ahsence Dismissing her pro slavery minis
ishe called i Senhor Af-edo, an aholitionist. wh procured the passing
the nccessary Act.  Brazil owed the itiation of aholition to the right
tdedness of Nom Pedro. hut no doubt its rapid consummation has bLeen |
by the honorable encyclical of Pape T.en rec 'mmending croancipa
22s the fittest mode in which to henor his jubilee.

Senatu. Frye has inttodueed a Bill in the sepate to improve the Coited
States Mail Service to the West Indics and South America by subsidizing
American Stcamship Lines. Gieat Britain has subsidized her Lines regard-
less of the postal income derived from them, which has been comparanvely
small, and we think Canadian moncy might be much worse spent.  What
has become of vur Bermuda and West India facilities since the **know-
nothings ** succeeded in stopping the subsidies, and what is our course of
post with I'ngland inder the wictched Allan regime?  We received letters
. 1 the 12t inst , Learing the Lnglish post mark of the 4th ~fourteen days

Iniperial Tederationists are continually being tlouted by the annexauon-
ist press with the want of a definite policy. The reproach 1s, as they well
know, invidious. The Empire, generally speakiog, is in the matter of
tariffs divided against steelf, and 1t 1s precisely in the matter of tanifs that lic
that series of difficulties imposaible to be taken 1n the stnde.  Sir Rawson
Rawson, chairman of the Commercial sub-commuttee of the League, has taken
the first prac tical atep to clear the ground by preparing an elaburately detailed
statement of the various tariffs existing throughout the Empire. No great
project can be entered upon without a fuil kuowledge of the difficulues to
be faced and the obstacles to be cicared avay  This cssenuat prelminary
Sir Rawson Rawson has supplied in the completion of lus stupendous task.



