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In his speech at St. Raymond a few days ago, Mr. Mercier
announced that his Government intended paying over the
Jesuits’ Estates monies on the fifth of November. The ob-
noxious Act. assented to on the Twolfth of July, will thus be
consummated on Guy Fawkes' day. Another infamy !

On the same day as the names are handed to the Roman
Catholic authorities the sum of $60,000, or thereabouts, will
be paid to the Protestant Comusittec of the Council of Public
Ir ~truction, provided the necessary conditions are comphed
with. The payment of these sums will not necessitate, the
Quebee Premier added, the negotiation of an additional loan.

The Shak of Persia, who scewms to be, after all, an enhight.
ened monarch, has again declared that lus Catholic subjects
shall enjoy full religious Iiberty so loug ns he rules. s
Majesty has often shown special consideration to Cathohe
missionaries, and never loses an vpportumty of promoting the
labours of the Sisters of Charity. IHe lately caused an m-
sulter of the Pope to be imprisoned.

The Queen having found it impussible to comply with the
desire expressed by the Chamber of Cummerce, and Royal
Dublin Society that Her Majesty should ¢isit Ireland next
spring to open the National Museum of Science and Art,
both the bodies named have invited the Prince of Wales to
discharge this important function. The Irish Cuatholic of
Dublin, while of opinion that both institutions would display
more self regpect if they refrained from running after royal
persoaages, adds that the DPrince of Wales, however, 18 a
Home Ruler, and if he visits Ircland will be received with
courtesy.

The last number of the American Jowrnal of Plalosophy
contains & notable article on ** Speech Mixtare m French
Canada,” the author of which pays a higli compliment to the
French Canadian race. * The solidarity of the Latn siock,
be says, *« i3 50 extraordinary that the Anglo-Saxon mvarnably

quest of broader donmmins for tho exercise of new powers of
industry and intellectual life.””  Of the French language the
wrifer belioves that it is to-duy as firmly estabhished on the
banks of the St. Lawrence as mn the home of its birth, a re-
sult which he attributes to tho rich mental gifts and the strong
personality of the Lower Canadian people.

Punch suggests thut Lord bnhsbury should recognize the
services rendered by Cardinagl Manning during the London
strike by recommending him to the Queen for inclusion in
the Privy Council. We learn from tho Weekly Reyister that
the idea is not & new one and that there was serious talk
some time ago of offering His Eminence a Peorage in conei-
deration of his great sorvices as a philanthropist—and pos-
sibly also with the idea of giving a substantial prop to the
gilded chamber, * The iden,” says the Register, *is one
which Lord Beaconsfiold would have delighted to realize had
ho lived till now. But these things are the toys of States-
men.  The Cardinal has his chosen reward in the benefits he
confers on the people, and in the love with which they regard
him.”’

“The weak point in the cass of the uppoueuts of the
Jesuits® Estates Act,” wites DProfessor Goldwin Suuth
Maemillan’s Mugazine, ¢t i3 that two years ago an act mcor-
porating the Jesuity was allowed to slip tluvugh without pro-
test. The_explanation is that the Irotestant nnuoiity in
Quebee is so wealk and so thoroughly overborne that it has
been sinking into o state of torpid resignation, while the
British province usually takes little notics of anything that
isgoing on in Quebec. The Jesuits' Estates Act seens, how-
cver, at last to Liave aroused the Protestants of Quebee as
well ag the people of Ontario.” Such is the tmpression
which Prefessor Smith sceks to couvoy tu the minds of Eng-
lish readers: that the Jesuit Act was a leaislative trick,
which passed unnoticed ; and that the Piotestant minority in
Quebee arein a state of permanaut and dire dgjection. As a
simple question of fact, Luth thie Incurporation and the Lstates
Acts, were suflicicntly before the Protestant public to enable
any intelligent roader of the nuws of the day——und still more
any person who took an enlightened mterest i political
affairs  to become fully acquainted with ther nature.  + If,
says the Montreal ¢azetee, * Mr. Goldwin Snuth is unaware
of that fact, he wndertook to write the stury of the recent
agitation without supplying himself at accesmble sources with
the data that were necessary to insure acourucy and complete-
ness.”  With respect to Mr. Smith’s statements, it adds that
itis not worth while to renew a discussion that has long
since been worn threadbare, * but when a writer,” it says,
*t whose name carrics a certain weight with certam readors,
volunteers to enlighten thie British public vu the ovents vecut-
ing in Canada, the least we Lave aright to eapectis that lus
statements should be accurate.” * A certain weght, with
certain readers"—mark the sative in the words.



