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Tho Explosion on Board the ¢ Thund-
orer.”’

A most serious accident, which resulted
in a terribleloss of life, took pleco ou board
the Zhunderer, 4 twin sorew, iron turret
ship, armourplated, 9190 (.407) tons, 5600
(800) horse power, at *pithead, on Friday
last. She had been undergeing a series of
trials of her. magbinery.@n Wednesday sho
got dnder weigh, but owing to n'vad joint in
one of the steam pipes the trial could not
proceed, On Friday morning she got u
steatn for a trinl of her speed on the moss-
ured mile, tho ship being in charge of the
ofticials connected whith tho Stoam Reserve,
Captain 4. C, Wilson, tho officer appointed
torthe Zhunderer, was on board, but the
ship not being in commission, he was not in
command, Awobg the Stenm Reservo offi-
clals on bonrd were Captain C, L. Waddilove
and Mr, John Qliver, Chief Inspootor of
Machinery ; the Dock Yard authorities were
represented by Mr. E. Nowman, Chief Engi-
ncer; and the makers of the engines, Messrs.
Humphrys and Teopent, of Londen, by Mr.
Humphrys, jun. It appears that there aro
nine boilers to provide the engines with theis
motive powers, each being multitubular and
of rectangular construction. About ive mia
utes past one everyting was in readiness for
putting the vessel upon the measured mile,
und tho auchor was hoisted. Afler having
1un for about eloven minutes in the direc-
tion of tho Stokes Bay a sudden explosion
occurred, with a notso very similar to that
of thunder; and in an inssant great volumes
of steam and smoke rose toa tremendous
height, rendering the ship fora few moments
tndistinguishable from tho shore. It was, of
course, known at once by those qn board,
and 1t was equally apparent to those looking
at the vessel from the beach, and who, 1t
should be said, felt the shock of the explo-
sion, that something very serious had hap
pened; and ap immediate inquiry soon
showed thet one of the boilers had burst.
Steam continued to rise in denso volumes
from the stoke hold gratings, and indeed
from every conceivable crevice communica-
ting with tho deck, and the utmost coa-
sternation prevailed among the whole of the
officers and men on deck. Before anyone
could fuce the gcalding stream which tilled
tho stokehold and engiue room, n general
signal was run up by order of Captain Wad
dilove, who (with Staft Commander Robert
Jackson and Mr, Harding, Queen’s pilot)
aas on tho bridge at the time, to send a tug
and medical assistance. The signal was no-
ticed and acted upon with a promptitude
which was no douby in a great measure at-
tributable to the rising of the steam intothe
atr and the great noise which must bave
been noticed by the signalmen on duty on
bnard the St. Fincent. training ship for boys,
Commander Artbur T. Brooke, the Duke of

Wellington, Bagsbip of the Port Admiral, and
at the daczynyd semaphere. Within o very
short opuce of time & number of naval sre-
geone of the ships in port had assembled
suth various appliruces, comprieing lint,
wadding, bandsge, &o. and some were de«
spatched to the vessel, while others made
thetr way to the Royal Naval Hospital at
Haslar to assist the medical stary of thut in -
stitution in the arrangements whih were
at oncs made for the reception of any cases.
Tho signal having been made, those on
board the Tkunderer had nothing to do but
wait unui the steam had sufficiently dis-
sppeared to enable them to go below into
the engmme department. This they were
able to doin the course of a few minutes ;
but it was nearly an hour before the stoke-
bold could be thoroughbly explored. Mr,

tTumphrys, soon after tho accident, ran to

and stoppod them.

hold plates swero torn up, and tho whola'of
the stokehold, and a portion of the eoglug.
room looked a perfect wreck, .Lylng'abolt
in all dircotions were the bodies of atokers,

P {contractors’ mon, and workmen from tho

dockyard. Mr. Slade, tho chief-engincer-of
tho ahip, Mr. Robert Wingfeld, odgindet,
and Mr. S4dward W, Thomss, engineor, waro
also found lyiwg among the debris. Tho
first nomed offices was mush inutilated.
and was quile dead, Wuila Mr. Wingfield's
hend was found at some disiapco from his
body, having beon blown over upeq gomo of
the other victims. Oa ontering the angine
room to attend- to ‘tho engines, Mr. Weqks
found Captain Wilson, who happened to be
in the engine room at the time of the ox
plosion, and managed to drag him out anc

get him ondeck, when it was found that his
Lnudo were very much scalded. Notwith-
sianding this, huwevdr, hiv cantinued to give
diroctions as to tho recovery of tha other
bodies. In addition to those who were dead
of unconscious, thers were many othes whod
wero frightfully burnt and scalded on all
parts of their bodies, and who ran about the
deck uttering tho most piercing shrieks and
tearing off their clothes, and with them
large portions of skin and flesh. Several of
tho poor fellows were with much dilticulty
provented from jumping overboard into the
sea. The whole of the cases were temporari

ly attended to by Dr. Willinm 1. Volatti, of
the Asia, who was in medical charge of the
steam reservoe party on board the ship.
Those who were still alive svere placed in
steam launches and taken ns quickly as
possiblo to Haslar Hospal, and the dedd
bodies, to the number of fiftesn, were sub

gequently wrapped in flags, caonvas, &c,
and taken in a similar manuner to the hospi-
tal apd depnsited in tha mortuary. ‘Uha
whole of the stokehold and, indeed, the en-
tire engine department was locked up, by
order of the captain, as soon as the bodies
had been recovered and tho necessary work
n conuection with the ship accomplished,
I'he engines were entirely under the churge
of the contractors and their workmen.

The Thunderer was taken in tow about
half past three o'clock, by the Echo hnd
Camel, Government tugs, brought into bar
bour end Yerthed alongside tho dockyard.
Large numbers of persons at once thronged
to the vessel's side, and the polico had u
dificult duty to perform in preventing un
due haste on the part of thosa desirous of
getting on board. The ndmiral supe.intend.
ent of the dockyard (Sir Leopoid M'Clin-
tock), on the wooring of the ship alongside,

bourd her should be paid (Fridny being pay
day) and sllowed to leave the yard immedi-
ately, 80 as to relieva the nnxiety which was
being manifested by theiwr families. Ad'soon
ag practicablo a list of the kille:d and mnjared
~g0 far as could be ascertained—was posted
outside tbhe dockyard gutes.

working parties from the Duke of W elling:

ton, uuder the cammand of Sub Lieuteguut tion 1o the case, nbd 3¢ waa avidens that the

Loriag and Mr. 1 Baskerville, ‘boatswuin,
to assist in conveying the injured and dead
to the hospital  As soon «s practicsble the
most scrious cases, after baving received
;such attenton s the resources of the vessel
would allow, were plnced on board the Miner,

' torpedo luunch of tho Royal Engineors. Tho
tho safety valves, which Le adjusted, while steamer thon made for Haslar at full speed,
Mr Georgo J, Wooks ran to tho engizes] On arrivibgat tho pier many willing hands
It was subsequently] yverd rendy (o nssist tho wounded men on to
found tiat the whols of tho front of the| strelghors, This, however, was a task of no
stnrbonrd foremost botlor in tho after stoke  liitlo diffioulty, for, ns may be imagined, the
hold had been Llown out with such force as{ poor fellows wero s0 ahockingly scalded and
to carry away everything itstruck. S:olgq. otberwiso Injured, that tho alightes) move

ment.oceasioned tho sufferer.the mostacuto
‘pain.  Very few could bbansny clothjng on
Athom~—nnd indeed the explosidn had lest
yery littlo on somo—and fram theic -bodies
the skiu hung in shreds. ‘I'he surpressed
groans of-tho poor fellows were anough, oven
‘though dne’liad not been an observer of
stheir conditioh, to ehow how foarful warg
their sufferiogs, The injured mon having
boen placed on stcotaliors, were hoisted oa
the shoulders of four s8amén,-and tukea to
the hospital, Captain Wilsoa continued to
give orders on (Lo pier until the whole of
tho sufferers had disecmbarked. On the
complation of the work he was conveyed in

gave orders that all tho dockyard handson'

On the nature of the accident hecoming wost dreadful he Bid ever ¢2perivaggd, and.
known, the suiburhiics promptly told off ona wlioh they coql ok hugry ovas, They

ong of the St Vincent's.boats to the dock-
Yord, A number of-stretchers- wore ready
oo the pier, 4nd edch, on receiving its oc-
cupaut, was B!v-gli, carried up the avenue of
trees which'leads frum tha pier to tho hospi
tal. Agevery man was brougbe in he was
pléced.in bed, nbd zealously attended by the
staff of eurgeons, smongst whom were Dr,
W R, E. Smart, C. B,, lnspector Genera\ of
Hospitals, Deputy lnspector W. Loney, Sur.
geou B W. Laslelt, Surgeon Gerard § Jar-
vine, Surgeon Xell, Surgeon Wood (Serapis),
Surgzon Mugry (Oronles), Surgean Voluw
(4siz). Sopistime after all the injured had
becn landed, a stéam launch from ths Dulke
of Weltingtoy aveived at Spitheud, and her
Bext freight Wwa3 now wora ghastly than
that of the former. On the launch soming
alongsido the pier, o' number of ionnimate
‘forms, some envelopod in flags, othersin
blankets dod tirpaulins, told their own
-sad tale. Oo by one they were lifted on to
stretchers; but despite the care that wus
exerciged (n theic disombarkation, occasion-
'ally a shutteréd limb would obtrude, or the
disfigured features of some poor sutferer—
bluckenga and hogrintod with coal dust—
were discloded. Inall, fitteen Jifoaless bodies
were landed, and carried to the Hosputal.
One poor felloty had his head blown
from his bolly; and whilst the lavier was
carried on a stretchér, a sxlor carried the
former wrdpped up .in & tarpaitin. The
bodies were pluaced in the nortuary, and
the capacity of this buildiog wus tested touts
uttermost, On and uoder tahles the corpses
‘were luid, and the sight preseated by tbe
room full of bodics is an easiér matter for
im:xgingxtiop than \lea\;ril,lioh.

‘Thre inquiest was opened 1n a room at the
hospital on Saturday aliernoon, for the pur-
pose of identification of the bodies and tho
giving of the legal watrants for interment.
Afr, 15, J. HHarvey, the cortnerfor thecovary,
was asgisted by Mr, W Ui, Surrington,, tio

jury beyoned stating 1o thun the obrique

necessity of proceeding At onee with that .

stago-of the inquiry. He remintud ibeip,

hawever, that on o {uturd qay. thoy vepld
b1 o befors them the bea‘fébgb ilaovidapce

, procurable, ‘Tue otcutrencd\ias onp'of the

must give every hiibdlidn upi cupsidera-

' busmess must, be w5 Protracivs “ewe!, The
Jury weat to tub ‘mikiu cry,\'.i;l'd'l_n.),_{;.égger:,
formaunco of a-copscientious duiy enduyed,

as well as wight pe ‘ihe sjckenjng spectacls. ,
. QR ratirging 10
{1y, §ad given,

they were bound 1oibi. g)éx
the roomw, evidenca’as'to iden
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borough coroner of Portsmouth.  Livlg was -
sad by the coroner in hns. rem&'ﬂgs.'to the -




