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Tug efforts of tho Peace Socioty have been
singularly futile in effecting any portion of
tho objects for which it was eatablished. Sinco
tho Peace Congress of 1248 at Frnkfort,
Europo has boen convulsed with contests,
intornicine and international, even Jous
Brigur's mission tohis dearly loved {riend tho
Into Czar Nicuor.as was not only a failure but
an egrogious mistake, nlthough the same
individual's influonce in tho Grapsroxg
Ministry led to the disgraceful abrogation of
tho securities which forco placed on ambi.
tion and is proparing the way for a repelition
of worse scenes than those his mistaken eof
forts wero directed to arrest.

So far from wars hwing ceased through
the meddling of those philosophers it
would appear as i’ they had actually play-
ed a prominent part in foering contosts
which might otherwiso never be undertaken,
It is notorious that tho late Czar Nicuoras
would never bave risked the consequences
of the Crimean contest if he had not been
persuvied by Bricur and his associntes that
they represeated the people of Great
Britain and that they, would not fight; bo
this as it may, a_quarter of a century of
effort on the part of the Peace Socicty is
illustrated by the Revolutionary contests of
18438-49 —the Crimean War—the Indian
mutiny—theAustro-Italian contest of 1839—
the Schleswig-Holstain war—the civil war in
the United States—the Austro-Prussian
contest—tiheAbyssinian war—and theFranco
Prussian war—leaving at] present in ectivo
operation—the following contests,any onn of
which may lead to consequences;] involving a
general outbreak,viz .—The Internicine con
test in Spain—the civil warinCuba—the Rua-
sianandKhivan contest—the Indian troubles
inthe Uniled States—theDuich andAtcheen
war—tho Ashantee contest on theWestCoast
of Africa in which England 18 engaged. The
lato President of the United States is credit-
ed with the saying “that it was;a bad time '+
swap houses while fording a river,” with
such elements of disorganization abroad it
is a bad time for & prudent 1ation todisirm,
and from the known activity of European
governments in organizing their armies and
their fleets it is evident that littlo fuith is
placed on tho maintenance of peace.

Those amiable dreamers who meditaie on
tho beauties of universal brotherhood would
bo horrified to think that they indirectly had
anything to do with sucha fearful catalogue
of avils as dotailed in the foregoing enumer-
ation,since their idea took a practical shape
of a sociely organized for putling a stop to
violence and Lloodshed; it is a singular fact
nevertheless, that such is the case, and it
can be clearly showvrn that their intervention
lias in more than one instanco Leen singu-
larly injurious and disastrous,

e ——————— ]

Tue last Gazette contained tho announce-
ment that thero were to be no camps of in-
struction during tho current year, but that
the annual drill was toLe put in at the Corps

THE VOLUNTELR REVIEW
ITead quarters.  Wilh tho fict bofore the!
country that tho temper of the House of,
Commuons indicated hardly satisfuciion with
the 1eduction of $£650.004 oft the os-
timates for mulituy  serviee, amd  that
ministers might have gono much fur
ther with their approval, such o com
clusion is inevitable; Lut we very much
question whether in this paticulay thellouse
fairly reflected the opinions or wishes of tho
country; it is quito certain, however, tintits
interests wero not consulted.

In ordinary civil lLife soci.iy is kept to
gother by well devised safe guauds promin i
ent amongst which is « force armed or un-
armed as the cise may Le, kuown as lchlorl
municipal police. No saus man will presume
to meddle with the organizition oy
standing of such a force, much 1ess lo;
talle of its abolition on the pretense that the
genoral honesly of mankind has improved
so much that it is useless providing safe.
guards against dishonesty or violence.

What is truo of municipalities and indi-
viduals is eyually true of nativnalities and
tho great massof their peoples, and it 1sas
necessary to guard individual wealth from
national cupidity as it is tofprovide against
tho known danger, from the burglar, or foot
pad of social life, the result therefore of
crippling tho development of a military sys-
tem is to leavo the State practically defenco.
less,and to paralyze the force capable of pro
tecting its interests.

A pretty gener-1idea appears to prevail
that the era of w.. s is passed or 13 about to
pass away fur ov.., judging by the prepara-
tions making in other countries such a con-
clusion must be ranked amongst tho falla
c.es of pupulai thoughts and ideas.  Parliae
ment appears to be in the state ot tho Eng*
lish House of Commons previous to some
startling event, which has tho effect of
a fearful outlyy of public money and a dis*
astrous luss through the consequent and en-
sning panic,

Weo believe that every oneof tho great
commercial crashes which bave shaken pub*
lic as well as private credit, had at bottom
the wdea of insecurity from political aggres-
sian as the motive power that precipitated
each disastrous crisis, and that insecurity
was founded not on the fact of immoderate
outlay for military purposes, but because
that outlay was not sufficient, had not pro-:
duced & force capable of inispiring “the man
upon change' with tho 1dea.of security; and
we are quite certain that the cfforts of the
Canadian lJouse of Commons in this direc-
tion will bo the cause of a corresponding
crisis,

The soldier is the security fvst and last for
the success of the trader, failing that,wealth
only belongs to an individual or State as
long as they can liold it, and that tino can
be measured by the exigencies of a better
prepared State, Tho reply of Solon to the
Lydian Xing, whoso namo has becomo the
synonymn for acquisition, that * e who
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possessed more iron would be master of tho
Gold,"" is as tuo now as it was 3,000 years
ago.

Wo need not point oul the necessity which
cxists for keeping our troops in an eflicient
state, the very conditions which compel us
to keep up a military force at all fully illus
trates that requisito of their organization, As
a patt of tho British Emipiro we are bound to
Lo able to render the Mother country efli
cient military assistance,and as a numerically
weaker peoplo than our neighbora wo aro
obliged in sclf dofonce to maintain a forco
capable of protecting our independenco of
action and national autonomy. With tho ex*
amplo of France before us any act tending to
paralyzo our military development is not an
act of wisdom.

The peculiar value of the camps of instruc
tion were that they taught men how to act
together, and an cutline of what the lifo
as well as duties of a 8 ..er should be, such
knowledgo will not bo acquired at Iead.
quarter’s drill, and the action so far delays
the development. Tho Volunteer principle
was gradually leavening the country with
good soldiers, with men that could work
together under discipline, Thero wero somo
drawbacks; too much of the cost of support-
ing the measure was thrown upon tho ofli-
cers, and the pay of rank and file was and is
not what 1t should be; so that instead of re
ducing the allowance true political econmy
would have pointed in the other direction,
espeaially as it is quite clear the country
would bo receiving full value for its outlay,
and its prospenity warranted the advance.

For the present nothing can be dono be-
yond submitling to circumstances, and cn.
deavouring to do all that is possible with
the means at hand, but it is a grievous mis-
take tor the sake of & paltry sum of 17 cents
per capita on the population of theDominion,
to cripple a force that by its prestige alono
added many thousand times more to tie
general prosperity of the people.

This is a subject, however, on which pub:
lic opinion is sure to be brought to bear and
make itself felt, so that it is quite possible
the next session muay find the ouse of Com.
mons quite willing to recognize the claims of
the Volunteers, and to call to remembrance
that the system is the cheapest, the most
cffective, and interferes less with the indus*
trics of the people than any other.

Tut courtesy of Lieutenant Colonel Far-
70X, 3Sth Batt., has supplied us with files of
the Nelson Examiner (New Zealand) of
12th April last, containing very interesting
news from that colony, and the presentation
of prizes to the amount of £587 sterling to
the successful competitora at a rifle match
on 15th Murch last.

It appears to have been & very gorgeous
affuir indeed, tho prizes being distributed
by the lion, Colonel Riomroxp,C.B,, assisted
by Mrs. Ricnvoxp. Tho following extract



