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attack seoms to have avrived, the im
pelus is thus given fron the rear.
The second line receives (ho order
to ndvance. l
i

~

o

When it comes 1o within 1750 paces
of the battalions of the first  line,
theso ndvanco by alternate wings, '
dashing forward 50 pacés (in tho atti- |
tudo prescribed for skirmishers) and !
lying down.

When the battalions of the first line
arrive within 100 paces of tho support |

(now consisting of two companioes per !

battalion, one on each flank, (these

advance alternately in like manner,
throwing forward a half company each
to reinforcs the skirmishers (not !
simultaneously, but by wings as they
approrch.)

(Tho skirmishers now corsist of three

companies per battalion, and thero

are tivo half companies in support.)

4. Tho moment they are reinforced, and
ag tho right wing of ocach battalion
ltes down, its right skirmishers spring
forward 25 paces, and cover the for
ward rush of the left skirmishers
which is made ax the left wing of the
battalion lies down. ‘I'he movement
is then continued in alternato dashes
of 0 paces, the battalion and its skir-
mishers coinciting a3 nearly as pos
sible.

. When the baltalions of tho second
line reach the position lately occupied
by the first line, their advance is con-
ducted inthe sxame mauner, ie., hy
alernato wings doubling 50 paces and
lying down.

If the enemy remnins firm, lying close and
firing steadi'y, tho skirmishers will probabl! ¥y
flag in about 159 pazes (i.c., 200 yards from
theenemy). They shou!d be at onco rein- |
forced by the Lwo half companies insupport
winch may carry them on another 50 yards.
They will then probably shorten their dashes
allowing tho battalions mther to gain on
then, and they may be urged on another 50
yards, when it would scem that tho enemy
must rise, or at any rate he will probably be
visible. Should he, howover, having gooul
cover, still lie close and maintain his fice, the
skirmishers must be immediately reinforced
witha company trom each flank of the bat
talion, and more ground saved.

Should he riso and firo kneeling or stand
ing from a well ordered line, the battalion
wust close on the skirmishers, open quick |
firo for a short time, still working forward, |
and chargo the moment the enemy’s fire .
slackens.” But the fire of battalions must on |
no account be resorted to unless the cnemy |
is firm and distinet, aad the distance charg. !
ing distance, or almost, ‘

Should the enemy give way, the skirmish |
ers must boat once relived, and he muast |
bo pressed as closelv as possible, and hurried
over any supports ho may have propared in
roar, which will be the best means of disar
ranging them.

Business of the Second Line~When fire
was less powerful it was important, s tho
nssailant’s first lino approached charging
point, that the second line should be closo
at land, either to follow up with its fresh,
uoshaken, muscular forco, the vibration of
the shock of tho front lines, or to sustain
muscalarly tho shock of tlio-counter-attack. "
Thero was s erisis which rapidly présed away.

Now * firo power ™ is so increased that
the employment of it must not bo relin
quisked,and tho charge resorted to,until not
only is thedistancs very practicable, but tho
Tnsmy'a fire very woaak. Thoe samo applics
10 the defenders and the chiances of success

~

s down.

but, witlhi an cnemy-in front, theéy dught npt |
less tolodk behind them Ho discover amid

flankoatchos his
done. Tha “guides’ are o substituto;
will be theerfully obayed-when they fallinta} .
the commaud, Lol in danger tho soldier|.
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of a dircot counter-attack. If they wero to
attempt r charge oven at 100 yards whilo
the cnomy's firo was strong, they would
throw away much of tho advantages of the
defence, and would probably Lo inowed

Thoe second linoe 13 therofore required .~

L. By its moral force to enablo the first
Jine to continue to gain ground.

2. Tobe at hand to take up the fire
(relieving the first line) 1i it should
appear to bo slackening.

Advancing by alternato wings, the second
ling will maintain its distance of 150 yards,
whic the work of tho akirmishers and first
lino is casy ; but the dashes of these will
shorten as the work becomes hotter, and the
sccond line will then gradually gain on them.
This will give ample fime for the* fire fight! |
and it will bo time enoughif the second lino )
is at hand when the first line is withun 50
yards of the position. Vietory cannot in
these days be snatched in 2 moment by a
direet chargo of the defenders. 'The battal- |
ions of the firat line, with their pouches full,
will be able to take good caro of themselves
for somo minutes and the crisis can always
be staved off by holding on the defensive
the gronud that has been won,

The foregoing plan is based upon our own
old and tried principles, with such modifica-
tions as the increased power of fire and tho
recent experience of our neighboursseem to
demand.

L. The skirmishers and supports are
furnished from the battalions in rear
of them, so that they may be rein
forced until the whole of what was
the first line is expended without
mixing corps.

The intensity of fire is maintained
(exclusive of reinforcements) during
the attack, notwithstanding casual-
ities, causing the skirmishers to closo .
in a given direction ; tho battalions
doing the same by the diagonsl march
the extent of front would be main-
tnined by mwoving up troops from
those-supporting the flanks of the at.
tack.

- In the advance to tho attack proper,
not only is tho mark for the cnemy
constantly changing its distance,-but
his aftention is attracted Gif at alh
tight and left by tho alternate ad-
vances. The movements of the Lat-
talion suit this. When tho enemy’s
attention would naturally ‘be- duwen
ma greater degreo towairds the ad-
vanced position and fire on the left .
the right half-battalion makes ijis:
rush to tha front, and when much of,
hisattention sould probably-badivert- ;
cd to the right, the left half-battation -
dashed forward.
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P.sitions of the Qfficers.—A eaplain cannat -
yin a scrious affuir, -command his: company 1
{from the position nssigned to hinicin the.

present Drill book. In thesé movements tho
position of officers commanding companies
must bo tho old-one. viz., o the innerflank
of the front rank. TIn nolion men can read.
ily execute simplemovements 1o whith they
hiavo been ‘drilled, and-enly wsnt tho sigasl;

to be required: to-tarn. their-orirs back, atill

tho din iftheir-oapiain wants anything done
From the captain'sold placs they can be
commnnded'wéll. A glance of the eyoto =.
Boiture; and the thingls is
thoy

likes to geo bis captain. Tt may bo said that

the commaunding oflicer 18 in the rear—that
is theory, heis not always there; out if ho
ware, it would Lo an additional rosson why
the captain should not be there also. The
latter can catch the commanding officer's
word or gesture by a half turn, but it wonld
nevor do for allthe men to be turaing to
cntch the word and gesture of their captain.
What there is to be done in rear can be bot-
ter supervised by two subalterns, who have
nothing else to do, than by the captain, who
has the burden of the command besides.

1t may be urged that the foregoingis an
impossible fight. ‘That may bo true, but
most Rritish officers will admit that it an
cnemy could boe found to hold out as the
defenders have been supposed to do, there
would be no dificully n getting British
soldiers to carry out the part that has been
sssigned to the assailants. And, vice versd,
if such assailunts could be found, it would
bo nothing new for British soldiers to stick
stolidly to theic posts. Butit would be
absurd, when striving to_point out the per-
fectiod of duty, to cut short an imiginary
baltle at any point with the remark. “ At
this period the enemy will decamp.’” Napol~
eon }I) mado such a miscaleulation in lus
Iast battle.

CONYVERGING ATTACE,

The converging attacks practised by tho
Prussiens are most deserving of nttention.
The principle is sound ; a superior firo con-
verges from the.arc upon a part of the ene-
my's position which forms the chord. [he
different attacks incline or converge towards
a named one, so that tho greatest number
of men that the space will allor reach the
enemy at the critical moment. Briefly, it
might be arranged thus ;—

1. The whole of tho attack is deployed
on one line forming n batedouble tho
extend of the portion of the cnemy's
position to be attecked. Forconveni
ence' sake say five brigades, which
are told-off alternattely from the right
for firat and second lines,

Il. a. The flank brigades (1 and 5) of the
tirst line advance in the manner pre.
seribed for the simple attacls, their
skirmishers taking up a position as
nearto tho encmy as possible, say
withis 200 yards, strongly reinforced,
and directing thoir fire diagonally in-
-wards:ggainst the enemy,

4. Tho-centro brigade (3) advances at

*-tho-samse timo and in tho same man.
net unlil its skirmishers are about on
3 level ‘with the battalions of the
-outer brigades—i.e. about 500 or 800

. Mards from the enemy.

HE Artilfery cAn bo massed either on the
Place vacated by tho outer brigades,
and = bittery or two, if practicable,
riny bo further in advance, in the in
tervals between tho brigadaes.

1V. Infantry, artillery, and if tho ground

: permit, cavalry aro in echelleon in
roar-6f the outer flanks of the attack,
to suppoitund feed the atlack and
guard against & counterattsck.

V. & Thedswohrigades of the second line
now -advance, aud the same thing
followz as.in tho simplo attack ; the
‘battalions of tho third brigade mov-
ing off when the second lineis within
200 paces from. them.

- b When:tho contre skirmishers spring

i rforeaxd, .the batialiang of the fank

:..btigades (who were ona lavel with

-them) advance; intluding.inwards.

- r.: Thés pporisand ekirmlishers.of tho
outertrigades.follow suit a4 tho pro-

- dermomeat, inclining. inwards.



