gersynee 4, 1871.)

c:x—se labor moro valuablo to the stato than 'iwill Lo farl
|t\\'o years, un tho whole then, wiulo be-
)

military servico will be intorfered with, and
tuat individuals filling mercantilo and other

cositions by which the sinces of acw aro jmostvaluable, we are not convincod th

supplied, could not give as good or valuable
services in & military as in a civil point of
iow.
oy man owwes the Stale military sereice i3
rollowed {o its logical conclusion and whero
xnmenso forces are maintained at a com-
paratively small rate, it has been asserted
that tho cost of her army to the state is far
grester than that of any other country Le-
canso the principles of productive industry
isneedlessly interfered with by a cast iron
rule.  Tho application of the Lallot to the
people of Canada indiseriminately would
placa them relatively in a simular position ;
it is, therefore, ohjectionable and should not

beresorted to except it eases of emergency ; ¢

tut we believe the applieation of & pull tax
would remedy in & great measure tho cvils
of short musters, and to this might be added
the feudal obligation of cmployers of la-
bor to furnish a certain proportion of their
nen as Volunteers, or il cmploying women
or children alone, a poll tax equal to the
st of & corresponding proportivn of Vol-
uateers. Thoe only evil the present system
bis to contend with is apparently theselfish-
ness of the mercantile class and tho conse

qpent discouragement to those who would
willingly serve if they conld. ‘Centurion™
my depend on it that the only way to deal
with these people is to touch their pockets,
that aperation being a wonderful stimulus
to patriotism in their case. We heartily
agree with all the rest of his suggestions
#iththe addition that the municipalauthori-
ties should be accountable for the due pre-
servation of the arms and clothing of the
Inal companies ; it would ba a far more
certain and cheaper safeguard against wasto
orillusuage than any other that could be
devised.  We have tried hard for the Jast
freyears to have the Quartermaster Gen

enal’s department, L.he medical department
and an Ordnance Corps established, hitherto
witboot success.  Our plan for the first was
precistly tho same as *“*Centurion’s,” its
great recommendation being its inexpensiv

ness,  No adequate reason can he given for
|

' motorganizing tho Department except per-
| baps the press of business on the hardest
worked and numerically the weakest depart-
mentof Government. It is to be hoped,
however, that the time has arrived when
those measures can be dealt with. The
ooeniry ns great reason to feel sutisfied
wih that system which has hitherto answer-
ol every demand on it prowptly and freely,
Tor thaes there seem to e sufficient reason
Laboli-h it for ene in the ond far more
ently the value being as yet merely theo.
rticad, nercan it be proved that it would
famish us with Letter trained soldicrs or of-
fisers; inddeed, the facts would Uto the
ther way, if our training has not made sel-
diers of auen after seven years service at
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lieving ¢ Centurions' suggestions to bo

css likely to dv s0 af linmted to jposes of R
;acy. of am, so essential
1
at 1t tho sucgess of the Volunteer movement in

) 97l

fle Competitions, and the aceur-
to a Volunteer,
which thess same compe titions wers wtend-
el to promote. 1Io also referred biiily w0

1t would be cither prudent or profitable to | New Brunswick, as manifested by the late

part with the Volunteer systemr.  Aunother

In Prussit whero thoe axiom that (featwie which we deem unpract:cable and

uuprotit thle, s well, is that of rotation of

joflicers; thie very nature of our organization

isopposed tu it as @ system, and it woull
be uo olgect w this country to bend the
energies of a lifo to tho acquisition of five
years employment.  Our best plan is to let
our stafl appointments move by scnority;
it is the only course now practicable. We
tiust “Centurion”’ my be enabled to dis-
pense for many long years with the last of-
fice of **the flag that Lravad a thousand
years the battie and the bicez:».”

ST A A it At

Ui reasders attention s requested  for
the L:tter of ¢ Justice™ m thus 1ssue, espuci-
ally as it is tho uabitssed opiaon of an of
ficer practically acquamted with the sulject
on which he writes and al:o with the feclng
existing throughout the country thereon.
There can be no doubt that means must bo
applied to ensure the more cqual distribu-
tivn of mulitary scevice, but it will be im-
possible to mix up the Volunteer foree with
tho Regular Militia, which will be the case
if the Lallot is applied to filhng upats ranks.

[UEFLE COMPETITION.
YORK COUNTY RILE ASSOCIATION.

ANNLAL CONPLTITION.

The Aunual competition of the York
County Rifls Association took place at the
Rifle Konge in  Fradericton on Friday last,
during one of the most baflling winds in
which ever a marksman sighted a target. It
seemed to blow from all points of the com-
piss simultancoasly, so that it was next to
tmpossible to allow tho necessary windage
with any degree of accuracy. Notwithstand.
ing tns the scoro upon tho whole was fully
up to the average of such occasions.

In the tirst Competition there were threo
tiecs for the Irovincial ifle Association
Medal, Majer Morris, Quartermaster Hogy
and Eusign Johnston. On counting back i
fell to Nsjor Morris. Tho Quartermasler’s
cup by a singular coincidence was won by
the Quarfermaster himself, who, however
wransferred it to Eunsizn Johnston. Tho
Provincial Secretary’s prize fell to Pte. Per
Kins. The Challengs Cup, and onc of the
sovereigus presented by J. Myshrall, Esq.,
also fell to Pte. Yerkins. The other two
sovercigns were wonby Sergeant Pigder and
Ensign Harlt respectively.

Tho Yresentation took place on Monday
evemng in tho City Hally in the presence of
a large numer of ladies and gentlemen who
thus testilicd their interest i theso annual
competitions and in the Volunteer move-
ment. The Band of tho Battalion was also
present and discoursed the most charming
music during the presentation, and after-
wards adjourned to the Barmck Square
whgro they entertained alarge crowd of
citizens and strangers until about 10 o'clock.

Tho prizes in firss competition were pro-
scnted by tho Deputy Adjutatnt General,
Col.  Maunsell, who in a concise and appro-

priate speech explained the naturo and pur-

, Camp of Instructionin Fredericton. e then
distiibuted the prices as follows :—
Ist CosrriTiON.
{ Ranges Q0 310, and 400 yards,
{ Major Morris, X R. A Medal. . ... ceans
| Quartermaster Hogg....oeveeii i . 46

s,

46

]Ens. Johuson, Quartermaster's Cup..... 40

Pte. E. Morris. eoaeee.... e eiaecnans 44
« Ensign Ilartt. ... . ceae 44
. Sergt. Pinder. . ... ... et e, 43

Pte. Ruel. oo ceeenie i iiieneeaa. 42

Pte. Robinsont.soviveniiiiincaianaas. 10
'Sergt. Edmonds. . ......... D 1V
‘Sergt. Lipsett .. .... ..., ceeenas 40
tCapt. Alexander. .. . ... P 39
\Sergt. Cooke......... cereeee e seeaa 39
(Pte. Paschell..........l. ceeraenan. 35
Pte. Perkins. covecieneiianannnenn.. 37

¢+ The prizes in the second competition were

i presented by the Lon. Provincial Secretary.

{ e made a grand speech, the tenor of which

was to encourage tho young Volunteers to

persevere in a movewment which had for its

Yobject such a glorious purpose as the de-

i fenie of their hearths and homes, their wives
and sweethearts.

2xp CoMPETITION.
Ranges 500 and 600 yards. Dis.
Irte. Perkias, Hou. G. L. Hatheway's Prize 25

Ensign Johnson...... ceeiaen Y cee- 24
Sergt. Pinder.iooiieiaiiiia 028
ll’tc. Robinson. oo ceeenicacniieai 28
Eunsign Hartt. .......... ceeseeeraneann 23
;C.xpt. Alexander......... .
Sergt. CookOinee coveeie crvnnnnna. o 21
{Serpt. Edmonds. . ccoeiiceiiviaiiaaa. 21
Quartermaster Hoggooveiieeoiiieiia 20
Pto Morris. ccoveevnnannan .
Capt- and Paymaster Smith. ........... 19
Sergllipsett,cu o il iiieas L 19
Pte. Patchell...... ... e 19

The prizes in 3rd Competition were pre-
sented by Hon. John A. Beckwith, who mado
a humorous and at the same timo a most
appropriate speech.  1le told how the skill.
cd marksman cf Canada levelled their Sni.
der-Enficlds at the first Fenian cut throats
who dared mavade our soil, and at the dis-
tance of over half 1 mile made them bite the
dust pever torise again. o announced
himself as the oldest Voluateer intho room,
and one of tho oldest Militia Ulfierrs in
the Dominion.

The prizes in this competition were then
presented as follows:—

onp CoMPETITION.
Ranges 400 and 500 yards. Pls.
Private Perkins, Challengo Cup and Sov-
creign from Joseph Myshmil, Esq... 32
sergt. Pinder, Sovereign, tho gift of Joa.

Myshrally, Esq......... cevieseas.. 3}
Ensign Iartt, Sovereign, the gift of Jos,
Myshrall, Esq........ Cevecateanan

‘Tho Censalations prizes were presented by
Major Marsh, who ina few brief remarks
thanked the Iadies and gentlemen of tho an-
dience for their presence and countenapco
on that occasion.

CoNsOLATION. .

Range 200 yards—5 shole. pis.
Capt, Davies........ S |
Pte. Eggar. ...... teessras vavea-nees. 13
Sergt-Major Vandine.ceeeeeiinnaaa... 15
Sergt. Jarvis ...... P  §
Capt, Staples. . . ..ol cavieiia 14
Sergt. Smithiccecei e i .12

Tho presentation passed offin tho most
satisfactory manncs, and the crowd dispersed
apparently much pleased with the events of
tho evening.—N. B3, Reporier,




