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traditions of his Scottish fatherland, and of tho Dritish emplrt:i, whose
lnuﬁdty lis #o staunchly upholds. Ho comes of the fino old Celtio
atock, almest unequallal when it. cnthusiasm and intensity are
blanded, as in his case, with an infusion of Avglo-Saxon broadth,
energy and common-sense. Liko m. ny vthers of our leading men, ho
strengthened his moral muscle by fighting his way through adverso
cireumstances to thoe eduostional advantages which wero not then so
easily attained as they aronnw. A nativa of tho celebrated eounty of
Pictou, Nova Scotla, io went from his qulet country homo to study for
the ministry at Glasgow Univenity, after having won honourable dis-
tinction in his ppeliminary courso at the Beminary, not only in the
prescsibed studics, but in the athletioaport of foot-hall, in which ho
atill takes a lively intercst.  Whilo in Glasgow, hie camo under tho

rsonal nfluence of the large-hearted Norman Macleod, aud also
Kﬁumo a missionary worker among tho inhabitants of the closes and
wynds of tha old city—learning lessons which havo boen most valu.
ablo to hinafterlife. Though Scotland had naturally many attractions
for him, his hoatt aud duty called him back to Canada—his first char,
being the quiet country parish of Georgetown, Prince Edwand Island,
from whicL he was soon valled to tho psstorato of St. Matthows
Church, Halifax—ove of tho oldest congregations in the Dominion.
Hero his gifts asa pulpit orator were soon rocogoized—his young men,
especlally, wero attracted by tho force, directnoas and veality of his
preaching—whilo his chargo grow and pmarero\l. 80 that a now ohnrch
was built during his term of office, and hiv relations with his flack
were 30 happy that it was & real pain when a call that he could not
jguore induced him to enter on & new and still moro important ficld of
labour. .

It was in 1877 that he accepted, at the unaninious r«]ueat of tho

Trustees, the principalship of Queen's University., How that Univer.
sity has prospered under his cara is familiar to all who know hor his-
tory. At tho time of Principsl (rants accession, the number of
stinlonts was under two hundred all told, with but cight or ten pro-
feasors §n the Atts aud Theological faculties. Now, theroare botween
four and five hundred students fn all the faculties, with about twenty
professors in the Artsend Theological departments, in addition to be
about the samo number of professors and lecturers in thoso of medicine
and law.
- 1t need hardly bo said that he is in the best senso of the word, &
progresaive man, in touch with the neods and problems of tho day. In
the pulpit ho prefers conversational directness, to the rhetorical and
ornato style which generally goes over tho heads of tho audience. Ho
is not afrald of plain speaking—preferring forcible appeals to heart snd
conscience to theologieal disquisitions—aud valuing only the vital
religion which is tho root of right feeling and right action, he has no
respect for *¢ profession " without fruit. Whether wo agree or disagreo
with him as to any given points,wo can scarcely fail to sympathize with
s general aims and principles, and to accord to him tho merit of
decided convictions and the courage to express them. Especially, must
overy truo lover of his country sympathize with his carnest appeals for
the purification of our political life, and the promotion of a high and
healthy tono of public opinion inspired by the righteousness which
alous oxalteth a nation. FipELIS.

REV, JOHN LAINO, D.D

Tix Rev. John Laing was born near the villago of Milton, in
Euwter Ross, on tho 24th of Mareh, 1828. His father was at that
time factor for Lady Hay McKenzie, of Cromarty House. His mother
was [sabella, second danghtor of John Thotuson, Esq., of Prior Letham
and Waterluss, noat St. Androw’s, Scotland ; who was during the
French war a contractor for the navy and accumulated a large fortune.
The Thompsons aro an old family of *tho Kingdom of Fife.” The
early education of Dr. Laing was received in Edinburgh at tho High
School, chiefly under the distingunished teachers Drs. Ripple and
Carson. He hold tho socond highest place in tha rector’s class in 1842,
Tho following year tho family omigrated to Canada and scttled near
Panvillo in tho Eastern Townships. In 1848 Dr. Laing came to
Toronto and attended Knox Collego ; he also took certain classes in
King's Collegs and afterwards at Univorsity College. Ho had taught
helfnre coming to Toronto in the common school with success, and from
1840 to 1854 ho continued to teach in Knox Academy, and as tuter in
Knox College, also teaching the Hobrow classea. Ho obtained the
degres of B.A. from Victoria College, Cohourg, iu 1871, and the
Master's degree in course. In 1833 Rutger's College, New Jersev,
confecrod on hirn honoris causa the degrae of Doctor of Divinity. In
cducational matters, as superintondont and as oxaminer on County
Boants,.and in Viotoria and Knox Colleges ho rendored long contin-
ued and valuablo service until tho year 1890. In tho public discussion
of educational questions as far back as 1561, when the Colleges’ on-
dowmont questicn and tho Separato School questions wero befora the
country, ho contributed inany valuablo papers, and since ho has pub-
liely showa a decp interest in such matters. The question of religious
instruction in the Public Schools in Ontario also found in him its
carlicst and strongest advocate.

He was ondained to the ministry at Scarboro in 1854. Thero ho
Jaboured with great success for fivo years and a half. Finding tho
work thero too great hio accopted a call to Cobourg in 1859, whore he
remained for twelvo years, o spent ono &mr in Ottawa whero he
wpenod the Ladies® College, now kuown as
called to Dundas in 1873, where he atill labours, honoured and beloved
hvb{"k people and enjoying tho conlidenco and respect of the general

ublic.
P Dr. Laing has strong convietions and whon he fecls ealled upon
does not hositate to expreas them publicly.  He has taken a fair share
i the contraversies in Theology, Church Polity, and in Religio.
ralitioal discuwions during thoe last forty yoars. Some papers from

s pon bave also found their way into theological roviews and msga-
zines. In 1877 a pamphlet on the ¢* Second Coming of the Lord " was
published by him. Dr, Lainim Moderaior of tho Goneral Assembly
in 1890, In the local Synod he was also Moderator, and is recognized

ligny College. Ho was -

The Presbyterian Review.

there as s most ugeful member. In his own Preabytery he has beon
clerk for eighteon years. His knowledge of ecolesiastical law and
usago Is such that ho was appointed to serve s one of the committce
which compiled the Book of Forms ; and he acted as editor of the
last edition of that book. His connection with the Home Mission
work began with the framing of the present scheme n 1862, He was
anveuer until 1871, when the work passed into tho bands of Dr.
Cochrane, sud has since been conducted on the original lines. Dr.
Laing has, howavet, been kept by the Assembly conneoted with that
work ever since.

REV. THOMAS WARDROPE, D.D.

Dt TitowAr WALOROTE was boru in Ladykirk, Berwickshire, Scot-
land, in May, 1819, and began his studied for *he ministry in Edin.
burgh usder Pillans and Donbar, His jather, slso a Ror. Thonas
Wardrope, wau a liceutiato of the Chureh of Scotiand, and for years
taught tho parish school of Ladykirk. From him he leamed thos-
habits of correct apeech which nover fail him even in the et critical
situations. In 1834 tho family camo to Canads and scttled in the
township of Flamboro', then a wilderness, In 1842 ho entered Queen’s
College, Kingston, and after tho Disruption_of 1344, taught for some
timo tho Grammar School of Bytown, now Ottawa. In 1846 ho was
ondained and inducted pastor of Knox Church, Bytown, in which
charge ho remained for fourteon years. During thess years his actual

rish was tho Ottawa valley. Liko many of tho feunders of the Free

hureh, tho youthful pastot of Kuox church, Bytown, groatly enjoyed
a good prcuc?ning tour., Iu 18G9, Dr. Wanlropo was translated to
Chalmers’ church, Guelph, his present charge. His pastorates have
been few but his honours have been many.  In 1858 ho wasappointed
Modorator of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada; from
1873 to 1877 he was Convener of tho Assembly’s Committee on the
Stato of Religion ; from 1883 until last yvar ho was Convener of the
Assombly’s Foreign Mission Committee, snd during his term of offico
was privileged to seo the work under his charge greatly extended and
the missionary spifit of the Chnroh yuickened, A short time after the
Union of 1875 the degree of Doctor in Divinity was conferred upon
him by tho authotitics of Queen's University, an_honour as descrvedly
won a8 it is worthily worn, Hiselection to tho Moderator's chalr was
made unanimous, and it is safo tgsay that fow elections to tho highest
placa in the gift of tho Supremio Court wore over more heartily on-
dorsed by the people of Canada,

REV. WM, CAVEN, D.D,

Wi, OAvEN was born in Wigtonshire, Scotland, on tho 26th
Docombor, 1830. His father, s man of more than average intelli-
gence, and of much amisbility and gentleness of dispotition, was a
school teachor. Iu uprightness of character, conscientiousness and firm
#dheronco to principle, Dr. Caven's father was ono who commanded
the respoot ot all who knew him. If the Priucipal of Knox Collego
owes much to his father, ho is no_less indebted to his mother, whose
. ~ollenco of character was atrongly marked. The Caven family left
their Scottish home in 1847, exchanging the noighbourhood of the Sol-
way Firth for tho banks of the Avon, in Porth County, Outario. Here
in comparative saclusion, the studious youth passed an important

riod of his life. Strange to say ho did not find hia way to academio

istinction, for ho was not an alumnus of any university, In his cass
the lack was equally compensatod for by the rgro advantages he
enjoyed. He belonged to the branch of the Church'in Canada known
down to 1861 as the United Presbyterian, which in that year merged
with the Free Clinrch intothe Cauada Presbyterian, and subsequently
united with the Church of Scotland in 1875, embraciug within its fold
most of the Presbyterianism of British North America. Principsl
Caven completed his_ educational courso in 18562, and in October of
that year was ordained to the ministry at St. Mary's ywhero ho laboured
with great acceptance for fourteen years. In 1866 ho was ubanim-
ously choseu to fill tho chair of Exegetical Theology in Knox College,
of which institution, on the retiroment of Dr, Willis, ho was appoiot-
ed Principal in 1873. Two yeats later, Queen’s University bestowed on
himn the honorary degres of Doctor of Divinity. In tho samo yesr he
was chosen Moderator of the General Assembly which mot in Montreal
aud at which tho reunion of Canadian Presbyterianism was consum-
mated. Ho was President of the Ontario Teachers’ Association in 1887,
and was appointed by the Ontario Government a Member ot the Sonate
of Toronto University. Dr. Caven took aun active interest in tho for-
mation of the Presbyterian Alliance, generslly known as the Pan.Pres-
byterian Council, and has becn ono of the prominent members of all
tho Councils yet held ; in that at Edicburghin 1877, Philadelphia in
1880, Belfast in 1884, and at London in 1888, and in Toronto in 1892.

REV. THOS. SEDGWICK, D.D. |

Was born at Aberdeen, Scotland, May 5th, 1838, beiog the eldest
son of tho late Dr. Scd[iv‘wick. of Musquodoboit, N. S. and brother
of Mr. Justics Scdgwick of the Supremo Court of Canada. He was
educated at the Grammar School and Unl\-crsit{}and King's College,
Aberdeen, and at the Divinity Hall of the United Presbytorian
Church of Scotland and tho PPresbyterian Chuich of Nova Scotis.
He was ordained Sept. 19th, 1360, as minister at Tatamagoucho,
N.S., whero ho hasever sincoremained. Heis married to Christina,
daughtor of Roderick Mecgregor, of Now Glasgow, N.S., and grand-
danghtor of Dr. James Macgregor, tho apostle of Presbyterianism
in Eastern Nova Scotis. Ho was Presbytery clerk for ncatly
thirty years and i3 now clerk of the Synod of tho Maritime
Provinces, and was Modorator of the Synod in 1885. He received
in 1893 tho dogreo of Doctor of Divinity from the Presbyterian
College, Halifax, being the second on whom the College conferred
this degree since it obtained the power somo ten yearsago. At the
masting of the Gencral Assembly at Brantford last summer, Dr.
Sodgwick was clected Moderatar of tho Chursh, whick position ho
now occupics and adorns. :



