2 THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT
THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 01 /I'.\'('\.l]nﬂ':l. I saw  several  cncampments | has overtaken them as a people. Old [ dent at Ashtabula.  The  train he
cof these people. The tents are black ] men  would  weep, the tears coursing! had been so eager to take had car-

Precnus. precinus bt of Jesus,
Shed on Calvary

Shed tor rebels, shed for sinners,
Shed lor me.

Precious Dol that hath redecmad us?
M the price s pand ¢

Pertect pardon now 1s otferd,
Puace s made,

Proioas procions blod of Josus,
1 et it make the, whole

Ltit flos ain miginny cleansing
O'er thy saul.

Though thy sins are red ke crimson,
Deep w searlet glow,

Jesus' precis blood can make them
White as snow.

Now the hohiest wath buldness
We niay entes an,

For the open fountaun coanseth
From all sin,

Precioas blood' by this we conquer
In the ficreest flghl,

Sin and Satan vsercomang
By its nughe.

Prectous, precioas blood of jesus,
Ever low.ng free!

O behieve at, O recanve i1,
“Tis for thee!

Precious bload, whose full atonement
Makes us nigh to God !

Precious blood oar song of glory,
Prase and laad.

Jr vt on Rudoy Fior i,
— —~—
PALESTINE THE PEOPLE.

Having said something of the Jand, 1,
now proceed to speak of its swhabitanis. |
Noland, perbaps, eshibitsa greater inter-
mixture of people than Palestine. Je-
rusalem may be called the capitai of
monotheism.  Jews, Mahomedans and
Chnistians meet here as o1 common
ground.  The Jews regard their ancient
capital with peculiar reverence : the Ma-
homedans look on it as one of their holy

places, and value it as a prize which s
theirs after having been a bone of con-
tention for centuries : and Christians of
every sect feel the most tender interest
in the plces sanctified by the footsteps of
our Lord.  Here we see the fag-ends of
the decaving Christian seeis of the Bast,
Latin, Greek, Abyssinian, Contic, and
Syriac prlgrims, and the Protestant tour-
ists.  Scholars, fanatics and men who -
Jove their Bibles meet here as in a com-
mon ceatre. s vou walk through the
streets of Jerusalem, vou see ihe Rus-
sian, with his long, unkempt locks sur-
mounted by an Astrachan fur cap or tall
felt hat without a rim @ the Syrian, with
his head enveloped in a gray silk hand-
kerchief of harmonious colors : the Jew
with his dirtv-looking side-locks glangling
on cach cheek : the portly Turl® with his
snowy turban or red fes: the respectable-
looking European from the West: or
the swarthy Arab, with his fine figure
and manly bearing. i
The sellatiecn, or cultivators of the <ail,
in Palestine are Arabs. Most of these
are Mahomedans, but some are lLatins
or Roman Cathulics, sume Greeks, and
some Jacobites, & The Bedouins, or |
wild Arabs, are generally fine-looking
men, tall, strung, and crect in their bear-
ing. They are nominally Mahomedans,
but know very hittle of the Koran. “The |
various tribes live by maising cattle, cam-
els, &c., and, like our Indians, by plun-
dering cach other. They are much like
the Midianites of old. (The names of
these chiefs remind us of our American
Indians. as Oreh, “Crow,” and Zeeh.
“Wolf.") You sce these Bedouins fre-
quently along the roads in Palestine :
they are cither on camels, bringing a load
of firemood, X, for sale, or on Leautiuul
Arab horses, and are almost  always
armed.  Some of them look quite pic- .
turesque mounted on their fleet Chargers,
with a long spear in their hands, and
their belt full of pistols and daggers :
most of thun hase alsu a gun slung |
over their shoulders.  .\As I crussed the
plain of Sharon, from XNablous to

,and dirty-looking,
cof cattle, and are not Joath to attack a

Jmostes-changers e Jerusalem are Jows,

Jews to culthvate the soil, hut - generally |

. the ¢hief reason is that they have become |

“agriculturai colony in the land of Gilead,
"east of the Jordan.

Ihe men had herds

sohitary traveller nor to levy blackmal on
the cultnators ot the soll. 1 notreed i
the paper, not leng sinee, that they had
alight with the German colomsts at Hafa |

at the foot of Mt Carmel  in which
soveral had been Rilled on both <ides.
In point of uvilizaton and rdigion, these
wild Arabs arc oaa devel with our wilid,
Indian toibes, 1t s more pleasant to read |
ot them m books than to have them as
ncighbors.

I'he Jews of Palesting are of inacrcst'
lnstoncally rather than actually. 1 never
saw a people with a more mean, hang
dog Jook than that of most of the Jews,
vou meet o the streets of Jerusalem.
Lhey mterpret Fev. ain 27 -+ Ye shall
not round the corners of vour heads,
neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy
beard - 1o mcan that they must not «at
the Bar on thar temples . so voa wall
see these anen waith one or two long,
dirty looking  curls danghiag daan oa
cach side of ther faces. Phus, with
their crninging looks and general untidy
appearance, mahes them look about as
repubbive as any men 1 have ever seen.
Sume of thein go about the strocts sel-
ling old dothes, or keep litde second-
haod shop Most of the bankers aad

and some ot them are fine lovking men.
Some are also artificers.

Several experiments have been made
w benevolent soueties 1o induce the
without any success.  They are repre-
sented as nduient, keen at a bargain and
very ltizious. Tt is not difficult to find
the cuses of their present degraded
state. Oae is that manmy of them have
come from Polind and Roumaniawhere
they have been treated as outeasts, but |
'
thoroughly pauperized by beingsustuned
by their correligionists in Evrope and
America, 1 was told, by a good author-
iy, that /8,000 a month (acarh half a
million dollars a year) are distibuied
among (e Jews of Jerusalem. This s
cnough 1o make any peopleindolent and
worthicw.,  Another gentleman told me
that he £ueie well men were paid 1o he
abued as pattents, in Sir Moses  Monte-
fiore's hospital, in Jerusalem, in order
that the managers might draw the money
for a lirge number of in-patients . The
Jews are o7 a noble stock, every capital
of Europe sees them occupying positions
of wealth and influence ; as you goalong
the Ghetto, or Jew's quarter in- Rome,
vou will see that, notwithstanding social
ostraciam  and many disabilities, they
have thriven by their indusiry so as to
compare favorably in cleanliness and
general thrift with the rest of the inhab.
itants of Rome. But in Palestine a
vicious  system has  treated them  as
paupers and robbed them of their man-
hiness.

The number of Jews in Palestine is
increasing vearly.  Qutside of the Da-
mascus and-Jafla (north and west) gates
of Jerusalem, a number of new houses
have been put up by Jewish ouilding
societivs, 1 have noticed lately in the
papers, a project to found a large Jewish

If Palestine were
under a stable government, as it may be
hoped it will be hefore long, and if the
Jews would throw away the fancy that
they are *‘the people of God,” and
dwell less on the past and more on the
future, and go to work and try to make
a future for thumselves, T have no doubt
that they would prosper.

[t i a touching sight to see the Jews
at thewr watling place, at the west wall of
the foundation of the temple area.
Here are several large stones, rema.ns
of the Temple of Sulomun.  Men,
women and children assemble here on

| absorbed

Friday afternoons to bewail the fate that

down their aged chiecks as they recited
their prayers and  kissed the ancient'
stones ; women's voices, tremulous with
cmation, wonld burst forth m wild cries
or be quenched in suppressed sobs. 1
was a sad sight, and it was sadder still
to think that they knew nothing of Him
who said, “Come unto me, all ye that
labor and are heavy laden™  they have
rejected Him who bore all their sorrows,

The Samaritans are interesting as a
prople probably soon to die out.  Only
some 150 of them now remain to offer
the sacrifice so long offered on Mount
Gerizim,
into Mahomedanism.
mnuleteer, whe condudted me from feru

salam to Nablous, and thenee to Jaffa, |

wits one of these “perverts.” He was a
fine-looking, active man and very civil,
but imanly and independent, though as
heen in money matters as you  please.
Fhese Sunaritans are the only worship
pers ot God who now offer a sacrifiee,
Phe samantan passover had just pussed
when 1 visted Nablous, and a friend
gave me some of their unleavened bread
and some of their dainty festal dishes.

I saw thealtar where the lambs were slain

aud the oven where they were roasted.
I did not see the high priest himself, but
ot hiis som, who wears the peculiar dress
Iy which the priesthuod is distinguished,
and tus hair hanging down his back ina
single plait, such as girls wear now, which
s another mark of Samaritan priesthood.
If he lives he will succeed his father as
high priest.  These Samantans have an
4 dunt copny of the Samaritan Pontateuch
in their synagogue.
( Tobe cont:nued. )

7L BLESS/ING OF NOT GET
TING.

There is one dlass of mercies and
blessings of which we are not sufficiently
ready to take note. ‘These are the things
that God keeps from us. We recount
with more or less gratitude the good
wits that we recave trom him, but there
are many blessings that consist in our #of
receiving.

In one of Miss Havergal's bright
dashes of spiritual truth, she quotes
these words of Moses to the Israclites:
*\s for thee, the Lord thy God hath not
saffcred thee so to do.” Then sheadds:
“What = stepping stone! We give
thanks, oten with a tearful, doubtful
voice, for our spiritual mercies posttive,
but what an aimost infinite ficld there is
for meraies aegafive! We cannot even
imagine o' that God has suffered us nat
to do, #ef to be. There is no doubt
that very many of the Lord's greatest
kindnesses are shown  in saving us from
unscen and unsuspected perils, and in
keeping from us things that we  desire,
but which would surely work us harm
instead  of blessing, were we 1o receive
them.

There was a trifling accident to a rail-
way train onc day, which caused an
hour's delay.  One lady on the train was
greatly excated.  The detention would
catse her to miss the steamer, and her

frict ds would he disappointed in the:

wor.:ing, when she should fail to arrive.
That night the steamer on which she
wished to «mbark was burned to the
water’s edge, and nearly all on board
perished. A carriage drove rapidly to a
station, one afternoon, just as the train
rolled away. It contained a gentleman
and his family. They manifested much
annoyance and impatience at the disap-
pointment. Important engagements for
to-morrow could not now be met. Sharp
words were spoken to the coachman, for
the fault was his, as he had been ten
nunutes late in appearing.  An angry
scowl was on the gentleman’s face as
drove homeward again.  All the evening
he was sullen and unhappy. The next
morning’s papers  contained the ac-
count of the terrible bridge acci-

oqn . t
I'hey are graduatly becoming
My

ried its sleeping passengers to a hor-
rible death. The fecling of biuer
disappointment  was instantly  changed
to one of praise and thanksgiving. In
both these cases the goodness of God was
shown in not suffering his children to do
what they consideted essential to their
happiness  and  success.  These are
typical illustiations.  In almost every
life thuere are several deliverances at some
time or other, though not always so
remarkable or so apparent.  ‘There is no
one who has carefully and thoughtfully
_observed the course of his own life, who
cannot recall many insances in which
providential interferences and  disap
*puintments have proved blessings in the
end. We make our plans with eager
hope and expectation ; then God steps
in and sets them aside.  We submnt
Cperhaps sullenly, with rebellious heart ;
y It seems to us a sore adversity, But in
a little time we learn that the interference
was to save us from some peril or loss.
If God had et us have our own way, pain
. or sorrow would have been the inevitable
“result. He blessed us by not permitting
us to do as we wished.

Who can tell from how many un-
 suspected dangers he i every day de-
Jlivered 2 When a passenger arrives at
tue end of a stormy voyage, he is thans -
tul for rescue from peril, but when the
voyage 15 quict, without tempest or angry
hillow, he does not feel the same grat-
tude.  Yet, why 15 not his preservation
even more remarhable in this case than
in that? e has been kept, not only from
danger imminent and apparent, but also
from terror or anxiety,  Each of our lives
in one unbroken succession of such de-
liverances.  There is not a moment
when possible danger is not imminent.
Yet we too often forget God's merey in
saving us from exposure to pertls.

Passing into the realm of spiritual ex-
periences. the fieldis equally large. God
15 continually hlessing us by suffering us
not to do certain things which we greatly
desire to do. He thwarts our worldly
ambitions.becanse to permit us to achieve
them would be to suffer our souls to be
lost or seriowsly harmed  One man
desires outward  prosperity; but in his
every offort in that direction he is defeat-
ed.  He speaks of his failures as musfor-
tuncs, and wonders why it is that other
men less industrious and less conscien
tious succeed so much better than he.
He cven intimates that God's ways are
notequal.  Bat no doubt the very disap-
pointments over which he grieves are m
reality the richest blessings.  GGod knows
that the success of his plans would be
fatal tothe higher interests of h's spiritual
life. The best blessing God can bestow
upon him is to suffer him not to prosper
in his plan to gather riches and to attain
case.  The same is true of all othe
human ambitions.  To let men have
what they want would be to open the
gate to ruin and death for them.

Sometimes the ways of God do seem
hard. Qur fondest hopes are crushed,
Our fairest joys fade ke summer flowers.
The desires of our hearts are withheld
from us.  Yet, if we are God's childrer,
we cannot doubt that in every one of
these losses or denials ablessing 1s hidden.
Right here we get a glimpse into the
mystery of many unanswered pravers.
‘The things we seek would not work us
good in the end, but evil. The things
we plead to have removed are essential
to our highest interests.  Health is sup-
posed to be better than sickness, but
there comes a time when God’s kindness
will be most wisely shown by denying us
health.  He never takes plcasure in
causing us to suffer. He is touched by
our sorrows. LEvery grief and pain of
ours he feels. Yet he loves us too well to
give us things that would harm us, or to
remove the trial that is needful for our
spiritual good. It will be seen in the
end that many of the very richest




